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overnmnenît, hns not met with any party
opposition in Parliamiient. In this City
the members of the Corporation and the
clergy, with hardly -n exception, have ac-
knowledged the necessity that exists for
t.he employment of energetie measures
for the preservatiori of the peace. Let
us hope that the Act will be put strictly
in force at once, and ie nay hope that the
prîtotice of carrying firearms vill have
been abandoned before our period of ex-
citemient arrives.

TIE CIIOWN AND THE CABINET.

Such is the heading or an article in the
Montreal Gazette of the l4th inst., the
apparent abject of vhich is to establish a
similarity of' views betiween those iw'ho
have naintained the constitutionality of
Lieuitenaunt.Govornior Letellier's recent
dismissal of his ministers, and a writer in
the London Quarterly Revici, vho lias
advocnted a complete change in the con-
sti tution. There is n old adnge " drowvn-
ing men catch at stravs," and there could
scarcely be a better illustration of its trull
than the article to. lhichi we have called
attention. It is scaircely necessary to
point out that there can be ne possible
analogy between the tiwo cases, for: the
writer in the Quarterly confines lis clain
for a more extended exercise of the pre-
rogative te matters." relating to foreign
aiihirs " wxith wrhich iwe Canadians have
nothing te do. Even, therefore, on the very
preposterous assunption that the yriter
in the Quarterýl had any considerable
following in support of his new theory, it
could have ne application ihatever to Our
constitutional question. But the Gazette
takes comfort in saome renarks an the
article in questidn by the London Sjccta-
tor, whîich-ve shall copy, togetlier with thle
introduction of our contemnporary. " Our
object is not te deal just noix ivith thei
general question raised by this discussion.
The importance w'hiclh the discussion lias
for us is thaf it has evoked certain state-
ments as te the true relations of the Croin
with the Cabinet, which are calculated to
disabuse people's minds of the extraordin-
ary doctrines to ivhich Sir Francis IIincks
lias not hesitated ta give tho sanction of
his naine.? We quote first froin the Spcc-
lator, of the 27th April, as follows :

"lThe safety of the Throne, which,as Ire
have se often argued, is essential te our
inoderated liberty, depends on its release
from responsibility, an its relief from the
burden of personal pover, on the wvilling-

fess ofils occupeait to confide in the Minis-
Iry wohicht the olc c choose, and te support
the policy which tlhey, thrbuvy tlheir repre-
senitatives, have accepted. 'Ihat the King
should remonstrate, and argue and in-
fluence, and do all.tliese things with
the force inseparable from ancient king-
ship, is nost legitimate rUT 'VO OrrOSE A
'otIcY Ot DICTATE ONE' is TO EMEiRoE noM

Tnl sECUsiON i wIcii oun ENa.
LîsiroR ANY RNcs Al sAFym , and te lower
the Crown te its position l the countries
where defeat imnplies, iL net a revolution,
at least au abdication of the tlirone."

To the spectator's riemarks, as ie un-
derstand them, wve give our entire asseit,
and they are consistent w'ith every line
that we have written on this question at
issue. We should ]lave been very glad te
have had an explanation of the mode by
wihich the King ean " reionstrate and
argue and iiluence " if ic measures of
luis ministers are carefully concealed from
him. We are quite certain tLht thie pec-
tator w'ould never for a moment deny the
righut of the Crovn to appeal to the people
under the circumstances which led ta that
appeal in the Province of Quebec. With
regard to Mr. Egehot's authority we shall
nerely observe, as iwe ]ave already hîad
occasion te do, that it is far safer ta rcly
on the utt erances of English Statesinen of
practical experience as te the relations
between the Sovereign and fic iniisters
of State than on mere general statements
by constitutional writers. No eue lias
disputed the rlIe that the individIual hIio
exercises the regal power should " confide
"i the minlistry wlich the people choose,
"and support the policy rhich tlhey,

throigh their representatives, have ac-
' copited." Nor lias any ane proposed
i the revival of its poivers inder the
" Tudors or' the Stuarts." We miust add a
vord on I the bold constitutional innova-
tioi" of the veto. The veto has beie
rendered unconstitut'onal in England
simply because aill measures introduced
into Parliaient have hîad the previous
sanction of the Crown. Instances have
occurred, and have been quoted during
the presenit discussion, in which the assent
of the Crownu vas given ivith reluictance,
and in which the Crown at a later stage
endeu'ored te defeat the nmasure of its
ministers. If ith las been difficulL te cite
a precedent exactly in point for the Que-
bec case, it bas siiiply been because ne
English minister has veiitured during a
period of iiearly tio centuries te trent the
Criow'n or its representatives as the Que-
bec ex-miniistcrs treated the Lieutenant-
Governor. The ibsurdity of the reference
to the veto is that the DeBoucherville
Governient ias ivilling to have reserved
thieir own railiway bill te ineet the Lieut-
anant-Gover'nor"s wishies, a proceeding for
which we n' defy theiradnirers to cite a pre-
codent. The Gazette chooses ta misap-
preiend our remarks on the reservation
of bills. le cannot iniagine that ie ever
intendcd to niaintain thiat bills mightnot
be reserved by a subordinate goernient
uu'er instructions from a higher Oe, i re-

cisely as the four bills lately reserved by
the Governor-General, and whici of course
I wxill become lawe, nevertheless." Iiad
tliere been any instructions froi the
G overnor-General te the Lieutenant-G ov-
einor to reserve the railhvay bill ou any
special ground such as that it iras beyond
the poivers o the Local Legislature, or for
any other cause, ien its reservation iould
have been a mîatter' of course, and wvoul
have led ta no difficulty. ''he proposed
reservation by Mr. DeBoucherville w'as
siiply a mode of escape froi a dilemmna
in which lie and his colleagues found then-
selves, owing te tlieir having introduced as
ministers of the Croira a bill to iwhiclh the
Lieutenant Governor, had net given his
sanction. They proposed, and the Gazette
supported thein n doing se, the reserva-
tien of such a bih,knoiing that the Lieut-
enant-Governor held il te be " contrary te
law' and justice." Why iwas it t be re-
served ? Was it contenplated that the
Doiinion Govrni muent wvas to act as um-
pirebctwieen the Lieu tenant. Governor antd
his ininisters ? It wa'îs simnjply absurd, and
wholly in violation of the principle of re-
sponsible governiment ,to iw'hich the Gazette
is se much at tached, for a ministry to ad-
vise the reservation o a bill introduced
and carried by theiselves. A niw iniis-
try mîighît coistituitionially and consistent-
ly advise such a course, and it did se. We
ivill observe in conclusion that ive are un-
der lie appreiensioii as to any satisftactory
reftutation of the viciws oi this question
iwliich have bceen miaiiitained in our
coluins.

CITY FINANCES, TORONTO.

The time lias arrived, nay it lias loig
silice arrived, iwhîen i lias becoie a neces-
sity that in Our city counîcils the financial
nanagenient sliould be entrusted te sone
meniber of the council who is possessed
of the ability, inclination, and leisure ta
devote himîîself te the subject. In ouir
ownr city, Alderman Nelson hus succeedcd
in obtaininîg the confidence of his col-
leagues, and hias-been for some yeirs in
succession placed at the lead of the
finance comn ittee of the corporation. In
the sister city of Toronto, Alderman Tur-
nier has devoted himself most assiduously
te similar iork, and iwe have had an op-
portunîity of reading au elaborate exposi-
tion of the financial position of Toronto,
made by him an the dti instant, in a
speech delivered at a special meeting of
the city cotncil. The figuras dealt in are
large, and it is ratier startling ta find that
the city debt of Toronto is larger than
tlat of thie Province of Upper Canada at

ic period of the union in 1841. The -ci-
tire revenue o Upper Canada ias, at that


