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credibility of thofe by whom they were related, am em*

a^led to vouch for dicir authenticity.

. Michillimackinac, from whence I began mv traYels,

is a fort compofed ofa ftrong ftockade. and is ufually

defended by a garrifon of one hundred men. It con«

tains about thirty houfes, one of whtcL belongs to the

fovemor, and another to the ^mniiiTary, Sei^eral tra-

ers alfo dwell within its fortifications, who find it a
convenient fituation to traffic with the neighboring na»

tions. Michillimackinac'in the languaee of the Chip*

eway Indian, fignifies a torjtoife ; and the place is fup-

pofed to receive its ujime ftd^ aii Ifland, lying about

fix or feven miles to the north eaft, within flight of the

fort« which has the appearance of that animal.

During the Indian war that followed foon after the

conqued of Canada in the year 1763^ and which was
carried on by an army of confederate nations, compof-
ed of the Hurons, Miamies, Chipeways, Ottowaws,
Pontowattimies; Miffiifauges, and fome other tribes,

linder the direction of Pontiac, a celebrated Indian

warrior, who had always been in the French intereft,

it was taken by furprize^ in ihe following mann^ i the

Indians haVing fettled thieir plati, tlrew hear th^ fbh,

and began a game at mil, a paflthnt rhuch ufed among
them, and ndt unhke temfis. tnthe-hdght of their

game, at which fome of thd £ngliih ofHeets, ndk M-
pecting any deceit, ftood looking on, they ftrttck ihe

ball, as if bv accident, oV^r the ftockaide { this they n^-

peated two or three timek, to make the dteeption more
complete ; till at length, having by this means lulled

every furpicion of the fentry at the fomh gate, a par*

ty ruflied by him ; and the reft foop followirt^, they

took pofleffioft of thie fort, without meeting With any
oppoOtion. Having accc<mpli(hed their defigi^, the )n«

rlinns had the humanity to fpare thelites of ifhe|*teat-

f ft part of the garrifon and traders, but thty ihade them
all prilbniirs. artd ciirried them off However; fome
time after they took them to Montreal, whetethey were

redeemed ni a good price. Thd fort alft) wai given up
ngain to the ^ngliOiat the peace mad^MihPbntiac,
by the commander of I>etroit the year following.


