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From otherquarters Ihavc received information ofgrcat

utility and importance. M. Chevalier dc Ic Pinto, the mi-

niiler from Portugal to the court of Great Britain, who

commanded for fcveral years at MatagrolTo, a fcitlemcnt

of the Portuguefc in the interior part of Brafil, where the

Indians are numerous, and their original manners little

altered by intercourfe with Europeans, was pleafed to

fend me very full anfwers to fome queries concerning

the charatSler and inftitutions of the natives of America,

which his polite reception of an application made to

him in my name, encouraged me to propofe. Thefe

fatisiied me, that he had t ontemplatcd with difcerning

attention the curious objedls which his fituation pre-

fentcd to his view, and I have often followed him as one

of my bell inflrui^led guides.
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M. SuARD, to whofe elegant tranflation of the Hiftory

of the Reign of Charles V. I owe the favourable recep-

tion of that work on the continent, procured me an-

fwers to the fame queries from M. de Bougainville,

who had opportunities of obferving the Indians both of

North and South America, and from M. Godin le Jeune,

who rcfided fifteen years among Indians in Quito, and

twenty years in Cayenne. The latter are more valuable

from having been examined by M<. de la Condamine,
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