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Miniflry, or in IntelH[^,encc with thofe who were,

would have their ftudies rummaged, whenever a

galling or abufive pamphlet came out, pnbli/h-

cd, perhaps, on purpok ; under a frivolous pre-

tence, that they were rumoured to be the writers

or editors of it ; but reallv and truly, for the fake

of getting at private corrcfpondence and con-

nexions, and for the bufinefs of difarming oppo-

fition, or defeating impeachment. /JThe Earl of

Danby's feizure of Mr. Montagu's^ ^/papers, will

fliew what may be the true motive to fuch a (lep.

And, if the charge be a libel only, it matters not

with what additions you endeavour to brand it,

whether fcandalous, falfe, feditious, or treafon-

able : call it what you will, for the fake of exci-

ting the greater deteflation, it is ftill, in fadt,

but a Libel, and you inform againft it merely as

fuch. If you mean, that it fhould be treated

as High Treafon, you mufl charge it as High
Trcafon ; as was the cafe of reading a paper on
Epping Forcil, to a multitude of people, exci--

ting them to rife and take up arms againft the

Government itfelf ; than which, no flronger overt

ail of High Treafon can well be committed. No
lawyer, however complaifant, would talk of this

laft as the cafe of publilhing a Libel'^nly, no
more than in fpcaking of a Rape, he would call

it an AfTault, or, in fpeaking of Murder, he would
flyle it a Battery, (although, without doubt,

om7ie majus in fe continet minus 5) unlefs he were
talking to unlearned people, who knew /uthing

of the nature or fpecies of crimes, after fome pre-

meditation, with a view to deceive them, and to

induce a belief, or, at leaft. raife a doubt at the

time, that a man might be equally hanged for

either.
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