
dress of the Lords and Commons of 1768-9, on tlie proceedings

in Massachusetts. Counter-resolutions, and an address to the

King by the House of Burgesses, were agreed to with litde oppo-

sition, and a spirit manifestly displayed itself of considering the

cause of Massachusetts as a common one. The Governor dissolv-

ed us : but we met the next day in Uje Apollo* of the Raleigh

tavern, formed ourselves into a voluntary convention, drew up ar-

ticles of association against the use of any merchandise imported

from Great Britain, signed and recommended Uiem to tiie people,

repaired to our several counties, and were re-elected witiiout any

other exception than of the very few who had declined assent to

our proceedings.

Nothing of particular excitement occurring for a considerable

time^ our countrymen seemed to fall into a state of insensibility to

our situation ; the duty on tea, not yet repealed, and the decla-

ratory act of a right in tiie British Parliament, to bind us by their

laws in all cases whatsoever, still suspended over us. But a

court of enquiry held in Rhode Island in 1762, with a power to

send persons to England to be tried for offences committed here,

was considered, at our session of the spring of 1773, as demanding

attention. Not tiiinking our old and leading members up to the

point of forwardness and zeal which the times required, Mr. Hen-
ry, Richard Henry Lee, Francis L. Lee, Mr. Carr and myself

agreed to meet in the evening, in a private room of the Raleigh, to

consult on the state of things. There may have been a member
or two more whom I do not recollect. We were all sensible that

the most urgent of all measures was that of coming to an under-

standing with all the other colonies, to consider die British claims

as a common cause to all, and to produce a unity of action : and

for this purpose that a committee of correspondence in each co-

lony would be the best instrument for intercommunication : and

that their first measure would probably be, to propose a meeting of

deputies from every colony, at some central place, who should

be charged with the direction of the measures which should be ta-

ken by all. We therefore drew up the resolutions which may be

seen in Wirt, page 87. The consulting members proposed to me
to move them, but I urged that it should be done by Mr. Carr, my
friend and brother-in-law, then a new member, to whom I wished

an opportunity should be given of making knovm to the house his

great worth and talents. It was so agreed ; he moved them, they

were agreed to nem. con. and a committee of correspondence ap-

pointed, of whom Peyton Randolph, the speaker, was chairman.

[* The naiiiQ of a public room in the llalci<jli.]


