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Frtnch ajthors, vvho complain that their colonies TufFered

much lefs from our naval force, than they did from the lofs

of this trade ; which is ftrongly confirmed by the com-

plaints of the Jamaica merchants againft commodore Ker^

who was very negligent in protciSling their floop trade, by

which they were great fufFerers. The reafon they aflign

Alfo for his negligence, is yet a ftrongcr proof; for they

alledge, that he would not grant them convoys, without

iharing in their profits ^ and if thefe had not been verf

jconfiderable, they could never have tempted an officer of

his rank to run fuch a riique. The fame thing may be

faid of the complaints of the other colonies, which, however

juft in themfelves, yet if they, as evident it is they did,

grew richer, mor< populous, and carried their trade far-

ther than in former times, then it is furely as evident, that

the nation in general gained confiderably in this branch ;

to which I may add, that the 2.&. for giving a bounty upon

hemp imported from our plantations, and other laws, were

fufficient infhnces of the inclination of the miniflry to pro-

motecommerceand navigation as far as it lay in their power.

Th £ r e is another remark that naturally arifes upon this

fubfeft, and that is the mighy fpirit which appeared amonglf

our merchants, and enabled them to carry on all their fchemei

with fuch vigour, as kept a conftant circulation of money

through the kingdom, and afforded fuch mighty en-

couragement to all manufa£lures, as have rendered the re-

membrance of thofe times grateful in worfe. Our fuccefTca

abroad, our vidtories by land and fea, the refpeft paid to us

by all the ftates of Europe^ ferved to heighten and fuficain

this fpirit, wliich is at onc»j the fource and foul of profpe-

jrity, and a nation grows low and lifelefs, as foon as it is

taken away. There were inc'sed fome accidental advanta-

ges which attended the latter part, efpecially of this period,

that have not been always vifible in prcceeding or fuc-

ceeding times. Amongft thefe I reckon, in the firfl
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