
AFFAIRS ON THE RED RIVER. 47

t

I

r

tlie pcoiil<' ; it is tlio " Bo'iH 15rnlos,"tUe Fr('in'h-s])oal<iiiglial<'-l)n'o(l.s, av1k» are '•' barrinj^

out" their C.anadian ^ovt'i'iKir, and i)i(Hi(niii(in<>- in this an<>ry way ajiainst union with
a Dominion hirj>t'ly iuliahitcd by tiii-ir own oiii^inal fenow-countiynicn. The Jiiitiwh

siH^tiou, t'nll and lialt-biccMls, arc said, ou the oilier hand, to he lavorahic to the eliang(>,

or to aequiesce in it. Tiu'se things recpiire explanation. It may he that the insur-

gents are simjdy tiie most i;;norant and tui'liulent jtart of the scttlns, and tho>if most
easily a<tted on hy the instij^ation ofuialevolcnt intrij^ners. Ii so, there is every reason
toliojte that the distnrhanee of the ]»eaee will he transi«'ut only, and lliat the eommou
sense of the more enlij^htened )>arty will prevail. Jhit it Avill i>erliai)s Ite dil'lleult for

the Canadian jnovernuient to uiaintain that system of sjieeial eoneiliation hy whieli

the '[Uondam company w(^i'<' willin<;; enon<;h 1o purchase submission.
•The mutter, however, is on<' which would l)e calculated to excite but little interest

in this country were it not ibr one circumstiuu-e, with whh'h Canada will Jiave to deal

as best it may. We !ia\e said that tlu- IJed Iii\'er is (i>i'actically) all but inaccessible

from Canada. On the other hand, it is very aci'cssihle indeed from the conti,i;iious i)art

of the States, and existinfi' railways jilone would sutticc to connect it, with but little

(expenditure of time and labor, with the whole of them. J'.nthusiastic jieojde of the
colonial party see no difliculty in all this; Canada has only, in their view, to make a.

railroad from Lake .Superior to Iv'ed L'iver, thence across the l»*ocky Mountains to the.

Fi'aser Ixivcr. and th<' work is accomi)lished, and IJritish America iiound to};ethei' with
a f^irdle of imu. To such reasoneis as these distance, (dimate, an<l physical (distacles

present no eiabariassnuMits at all. Those who have reJlccted ;• little uu)r<' on the
Hubjeet know what speculative i)atriotism i;;nores; that there is lu) forcing- colonization
or conniierce to Iblh \v artilicial routes, by laml or by sea, even if countless millions be
devoted to ma Uiui;' them. Tlu^ natural lines must ])revail ; Minnesota will always he
doHie to Ii'i'd Iiiver. Canada far from it. Kven now, if the Dominion were forced to

employ military force a<;ainst these roii^Ii peoi>le—a continjicncy -which we conceive to
In-, extrenu'ly improl>able, l)ut which must needs be hornt in mind—Canada, it is said,

would have to ask the, States for ]>ermissiou to send that force thronyh their terri.;)ry.

Ami this nuist lie true, unless tl>' two or three hundred loadless nules between Lake
»Sui>eri(M' and Ke<l Kiv<'r traverse a nuudi mort; penetrable re;4ion than it is connmmly
neju'csented. It is of no us(^ to shut our eyes to the unpleasant side (d' the (jucstions

like this, or to call thosc^ uujjatriotic who pii'seut it to us. Admit the dil'icr.lty and
try if couiage and inj^enuity w'U tiud a solution.
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[From tlio Tolcgraiili, (Lomloii.) January 11, 1870,]

What is the meanini>- of the rebellion at the Red River ? Who are the rebtds .'

do they want ; and ai;aiust whom havi- tlu-y relxdh-d ? These are (piestionn.

have be<>n often askeil witiiin the last few weeks hy ]»ersons not otherwise m-i
foruHMl, \\ ho have been ]»U/.zle(l by the tclejrrams, and by extracts from the .\nu'ricau

an<l the Canadian press, declaring' that the rebellion was rajiidly gaining in strength
and teua<ity. Some ]»eoide, who would certainl\ run the risk ui' being phudvcd if they
were undeigoing a civil service examination, have even gone so far as to ask where, the
Red Iviver is, thinking, jierhaps, that it may run into the lied Sea. F(n' the benelit of
the geogra]ihically igixuant, let it be known that the Red Hiver takes its rise in Min-
nesota, one of till' States of the American I'liion, and that it runs into Lake Winni)teg,
in IJritish territory. This portitm of Ihitish .\merica was formerly known as Ruitert's

Land, an<l was governed under tin' soveicignty of (Jreat Hritain, liy oflicials of the llud-
Hon'sBay ( 'om pa ny, holding from the Eail of S(dkirk and others, to whom it was granted
hy chartci' of King Chailes 11. Little was heard oi' known al)out the Ivi'd River or
about the vast districts of the Saskalchcwan and Assiniboine, while those icgions
were still nndei' the sle«4)y, though iiaternal, \\\h' of the old Hudson's Hay Company.
It was the p(dicy of those wealthy tradeis, who wei-e fur (b-alers. and not mineis or
agriculturists, to represent the wlade region as a howling wilderness, Ht only for the
i^.i.'i...,...,^, ..4° 1 1... i,,,.,« .... .....I <i... 1.,...,...,.. i>..i fi... \ ,,,.,1. :,..,.... :,, <i ..^ ,.:.,.'.,.., 'j^t-.t^.y
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pui'posesdf the 1 Ml liter and the trapjter. Hut the Americans in the con teinii nous State
of Minnesota were much too acute to l»e decci\cd. and eon \i need tliemsidxcs l>y ocular
denuMistration that the legion wasomethat might liemadeto How with milk andlioney
if opened up to emigraticm. Canada, wiioseowii frontieis in that directitm had never
heeu clearly di'lincd, Io(dved with a longing eye toward the K'ed L'iver, and in 1S.')M .she

sent out an exphn'ing e\pediti(ni to the norths est, under the cliaigc of l'r(.fe,'-sor Voule
Hinde, who, in Ir^tiO, presented his report to the Canadian i'ailiamcnt. That reiiort,

whi«'li was tiaiisniiltcd to I'lngland, and ]»iiiited by order of the House of Commons,
net forth in detail what was aliea<ly known to (he Minnesotiaiis and lo all the actual
settlers— that the Red K'iver territory was as wcdl adapted for ctdoui/ation as any other
1»art «d' the con linen I. and that, although some districts to the mirth were litter lor the
muter than tor the idowman, there was "a fertile ixdt" capable (d" prolilable cultiva-
tion, and almost as large as Liigland. Kven at that comparalivtdy early date the Can-
adiauH made up their minds t<i possess the country. In the yiar ls(i:{, when the Hiul-
Bon's Ray Company was revolutioinzed b,\ n voiip de main—we might almost call it


