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dependent on merit, the writer feels certain ;
for, though

the world will ever maintain that an author is always the

worst judge of his own productions, one who has writ-

ten much, and regards all his literary progeny with more

or less of a paternal eye, must have a reasonably accurate

knowledge of what he has been about the greater part of

his life. Such a man may form too high an estimate of his

relative merits, us relates to others ; but it is not easy to

see why he should fall into this error, more than another,

as relates to himself. His general standard may be raised

too high by means of self-love ; but, unless he be disposed

to mamtain the equal perfection of what he has done, as

probably no man was ever yet fool enough to do, he may

very well have shrewd conjectures as to the comparative

merits and defects of his own productions.

This work, on its appearance, was rudely and maliciously

assailed by certain individuals out of pure personal malig-

nancy. It is scarcely worth the author's while, nor would

it have any interest for the reader, to expose the motives

and frauds of these individuals, who have pretty effectually

vindicated the writer by their own subsequent conduct.

But even the falsest of men pay so much homage to truth,

as to strive to seem its votaries. In attacking " The Path-

finder," the persons alluded to pointed out faults, that the

author, for the first time has now ascertained to be real

;

and niuch to his surprise, as of most of them he is entirely

innocent. They are purely errors of the press, unless, in-

deed, the writer can justly be accused of having been a

careless proof-reader. A single instance of the mistakes

he means may be given in explanation of the manner in

which the book was originally got up.

The heroine of this tale was at first called " Agnes." In
the fifth or sixth chapter this name was changed to " Ma-
bel," and the manuscript was altered accordingly. Owing
to inadvertency, however, the original appellation stood

in several places, and the principal female character of the

book, until now, hsA had the advantage of going by two
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