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CHEAT SPEECHES. XI

is considei-ate for the time and money
of the country ; it is the surest jjass-

port to success. If the same thing is

to l)e repeated over an<l over again, it

is not to listen 1 want but to sleep. If

a fresh point has occurred to a 8|)eaker,

by going over old points, he obscures

what would prove interesting and (en-

lightening, in the House and tlu!

papers the next day tlu* old and worn

and threadl)are repel, and the one or

two useful things never reach the

mind.

At the core of all sound criticism

on human efforts are two questions

—

What is the end fiimed at? How far

has the end been gained } These two
questions, applied as a wise man would

apply them, ought to he exhaustive.

The end aimed at by a cutler in

making a knife is to produce an im-

plement which shall cut. But luim-

i>erles8 side considerations have to be

taken into account. A clear concep-

tion of the object sought is not enough
to enable one to give an authoritative

opinion. There must be in the mind
of the critic a knowltnlge of what
has already l)een achieved in the

l)articular field ; the possibilities

within the grasp of arduous endeavour

there ; he sliould apprehenil how
effects may l>e most economically pro-

duced ; his idea of man should be as

wide and various as that complex
mystery, so as to see how far all the

keys of life are touched, and wlielher

in each case to harmonious or disconl-

iint issues. The convenient habit of

fixing attention on mental functions

has made us the slaves of a l>arren

and futile analysis, weakened our hold

on the fact that the mind is one, af-

fected in its constitution through all

the range of its capacities by whatever

appeals to the smallest of its powers.

The common-place circumstance of a

.sound tooth aching in synipathy with

one the subject of decay has moral

analogies. For whatever is said or

done, an ideal standard would exact

I'egard to man's nature in all its mani-

fold developments. The lofty and the

practical really meet. A high inspira-

tion never fails to reach the inmost
springs of even the meanest hearer,

though .sinister motives nmy counter-

vail the suggestions of the better na-

ture. The soul, like a stronghold, is

soonest taken when approached from
all sides.

JTenry Flood, who created, in the

face of corruption, in the teeth of un-

.scrupulous ]»ower un.scrupul )U.sly used,

in a parliamentof pensioners and place-

men, an opposition, could never have
(lon(! this at that time, had he not unit-

ed to strong logical faculties, states-

manlike attainments and scathing in-

vective, a charm of exprc^ssion at onco

manly and attractive, which won at-

tention from the interested and unwil-

ling. The influence exercised by Mr.
Bright is due not only to his force,

' or to his reasoning ])Ower. Whatever
cause he advocates gains incalculably,

because, while he .seeks to convince, he

makes certain Ik; shall delight. I onco

heard Mr. Lowe, in the midst of a de-

nunciation of Mr. Bright's opinions,

say \w would walk twenty miles any
day in the year to hear him sjteak. An
old fiituid of mine, the late Piofesiior

Rushton, sought to learn the secret of

the great tribune's charm. Waiting
on him, he asked— 1st, whether, in his

o|)inion, the orator was born and not

made ? 2nd, whether he (Mr. Bright)

had carefully studied the ancient ora-

tors'] .'5rd, to what he attributed his

command over the English tongue ?

Mr. Bright re]»lied that, in his oj)inion,

the orator was born and not made, that

he had not studied the ancient oratois,

and hardly thought doing so would re-

pay time and trouble, and that what-
ever facility he possessed in conveying

I

his ideas to his fidlows, was due to the

constant perusal of old English pocftry.

The scent of old English songs ])er-

vadcs his style. It is wrojight in with

web and woof. This is the only way
literature ciin be of any value to a

speaker. Lugging in a (pjotatiou for

j

purposes of grace only, is jiutting a

!
jewel in a swine's snout ; the hog is


