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the whole, Canada has not been unfaithful to that. Fortu-

nately, or unfortunately, according to the point of view, wc are

not likely to be called upon to pass through the valley of tears

and blood in order to obtain the crown of complete national

freedom. On the one hand, it is perfectly clear that Great

Britain will not repeat the mistake of the last century. In every

conceivable way she has declared that our destiny is in our own

hands. She gets nothing from us. yet she hold^. herself pledged

to defend us, if necessan,-. again.st all comers and at all hazards.

In making ever>' commercial treaty, she ^ives us the option

whether we shall be included in it or not. She facilitates our

attempts to negotiate treaties for ourselves. She never di.scri-

minates against us or anybody else. Never, in the histoiy of

the world, has a mother country been so generous. We have

imposed heavy duties upon her manufactures, utterly rejecting

the doctrine of free trade, which to her is commercially the

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, that 19th

century gospel, of which she considers herself the apostle to

stiff-necked nations and colonies ;
yet, she lias uttered no word

of official remonstrance, 1 believe that we may discriminate

against her manufactures; may declare ourselves politically in-

dependent, or openly annex ourselves to the United States,

without one shot being hred by her in protest. On tiie other

hand, the United States are certain not to repeat the mistake of

1812-15. The armies that entered Canada then, to give us free-

dom, found the whole population determiJied not to be fi'ee ;

at any rate not to accept the giU on liiat !in'^ Tlicrc is M'-

more likelihood of Canada attacking the United States than

there is of a boy attaekmn a fall-gi-.r,\:i an 1. And \^e aic


