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New Jei*sey, was a man of war, and for liis mliitary dash and

sagacity received the commenihition of tlio English i)arliament,

througli William Pitt; while the colonies manifested their gratitndo

for his great philanthropy by frequently rendering him unwonted

honors.

As in studying the earl} lustory of this section of our State, we
frequently meet with the names Fort Schuyler and Old Fort

Schuyler, luay I observe in ])assing, that during the '{evolutionary

war an attempt was made to give the name of Scnuyler to the

Fort erected on or near the site of Fort Stanwix, at Home; while

th Fort which we this day would commemorate was alluded to

us Old Fort Schuyler. But as these two Forts derived their names

from two ditterent indivduals of the same distinguished family, so

did they occupy ditferent cites. To repeat, our Fort Schuyler

derived its name from Colonel Peter Schuyler, of New Jersey, and

of Indian renown ; while the Fort which supj)lanted Fort Stanwix

was called after General Philip Schuyler, of New York, and of

Revolutionary memory.
Here un imperfect sketch of the Schuyler family will not be out

of place.

The family of Schuyler has always played a most important

part in the history of our commonwealth. The first who appears

on the historical page Avas Philip Pieterscn Schuyler, a pi' re

Hollander, who came to these western shores in 1G50. His ^m-

cestral acres lay about the famous old city of Dordrecht. After

an honored career, he died on the 0th of jMry, 1683, O. S. and was
buried in tbe old Dutch church at Albany. His fourth child bore

his father's name, nor was he any the less distinguished. He was
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born at the city of Albany, and after its incorporation became its

first mayor, occupying this position from 1680 to 1694. In 1688 he

received the commissioji of major of the militia, and before the close

of the year was given command of the B''ort in his native city. He
was also made a member and, at a later period, became tlu' president

of his majesty's council for the province of New York ; and for a

while acting governor of the colony. He was chief commission ,'r

for India' aflfairs, and held that arduous and responsible posi-

tion man^ years. To impress the government of Queen Anne
with the character of its allies, in 1710 he visited England, taking

with him several Iroquois chiefs with whose constituency he was
on terras of intimacy. As a token of her respect for the services

he had rendered the government, Queen Anne presented him on his

return with a silver vase. This was the Schuyler whom the

Indians loved to call "Brother Queder." He died in 1724.


