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week and get on with it. However, as there is a workable
alternative, whicb 1 tbink does no harm to anyone's interest, 1
thought I had better place this matter before the Senate ta see
what kind of response there would be ta it.

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen (Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, the preference of the government is clear
from the notice of motion that is on the order paper which
suggests that the Senate adjourn today until next Tuesday. 1
must say that, witb respect to the Family Allowances bill, as
far as we are concerned it is possible, unless there is an
unforeseen desire an some senator's part ta speak, ta give that
bill second reading today and ta send it to committee.

However, in ligbt of what Senator Leblanc said yesterday,
and knowing bis strang views on the Excise Tax bill, 1 tbink it
would be almost irresponsible for the Senate to gîve tbat bill
second reading today wben it was clearly indicated ta us
yesterday by Senator Leblanc tbat be was nat prepared ta deal
with tbe bill eitber yesterday or today. 1 think it would be
quite impractical for us to decide at this moment that we were
in a position to give tbat bill second reading. Tberefore, if tbe
Leader of the Government feels in that cîrcumstance that we
must came back next week, tben we do not consider it neces-
sary ta give leave for the Representation bill ta proceed ta
third reading today. 1 think tbat if tbe Leader of the Govern-
ment is prepared to adjourn the Senate for the samne period as
the House of Cammans, then some consideration could be
given ta giving third reading ta Bill C-74 today. However, I do
not think that it is possible ta give second reading ta the Excise
Tax bill.

e(1430)

Senator Flynn: Senator Leblanc is bere. He should be able
ta speak for bimself.

Senator Frith: He did.

Senator Flynn: Today.

Senator Roblin: 1 wonder if 1 might be permitted ta ask
Senator Leblanc, in whose naine the adjournment stands,
whether be intends ta speak ta tbe bill today, and, if not, wben
be wauld hie be speaking ta it.

[Translation]
Hon. Fernand-E. Leblanc: Honourable senators, 1 indicated

yesterday that 1 was nat ready ta speak immediately. 1 want ta
congratulate Senatar Simard of New Brunswick who intra-
duced the bill on second reading. 1 wauld like ta scrutinize ail
tbe material be bas presented, particularly tbat an equity.

At first blusb it would appear tbat 1 do nat agree witb same
af the dacuments mentianed by Senator Simard, but I must
take same time ta examine tbem.

[English]
Senator Roblin: 1 take it tben tbat my banaurable friend

does nat intend ta speak ta tbe bill tbis afternoan. Would bie
infarm the bause wben be intends ta speak ta it?

[Translation]
Senator Flynn: Answer tbe question, it was directed ta you.

[Senator Roblin.

Senator Leblanc (Saurel): I did bear tbe question, bonour-
able senators, but the answer is flot easy. On the recommenda-
tian af my pbysician I will be out of the country for 15 days.

I will speak on second reading after I get back, on Marcb 4
next. However, I discussed tbe matter wîtb Senator Fritb and
bie bas my authorization to proceed wbile I am gone, if bie
wants ta.

Senator Frith: Honourable senators, I want to put the
matter into perspective. Even tbough Senator Leblanc will not
be ready before Marcb 4, if we do sit next week we will allow
otber senators ta speak on this subject. Tbere is no question of
adjourning tbe debate to March 4.

Senator Flynn: It is flot serious!

[English]
Senator Frith: Okay, then we won't. He said that it is not

ser tous.

Senator Roblin: I find this an extraordinary situation. Here
we bave a goverfiment finance bill arising out of tbe last
budget and tbe quite reasonable request of tbe government
that tbe Senate deal witb this measure before the next budget
cames down, wbich is on February 26. Then, we bave tbe
information, given us by tbe gentleman wbo is the chairman of
the cammittee tbat will deal witb tbis bill, and in wbose name
the adjournment of tbe debate stands, saying tbat be is not
gaing ta speak ta the bill today, that, in fact, bie is leaving tbe
country and will flot be speaking on it until Marcb 4.

Senator Frith: Keep going.

Senator Roblin: Am I to understand tbat, in spite of the fact
that other senators might be speaking an tbe matter in tbe
interval wbicb, 1 am sure will be appropriate, we are to wat
until Matcb 4 wben Senator Leblanc returfis?

Senator Frith: Tbat is the point 1 tried ta make, and tbat
Senator Flynn found so amusing. I said that tbat is not aur
intentian. If we came back next week or tbe week after to deal
witb Bill C-80, we will deal witb Bill C-80, and if tbe debate is
completed we will not await the returfi of Senator Leblanc.
Tbe anly tbing now is tbat we believe tbat tbe bill should go
tbe National Finance Committee. But we will not go on
saying, "Sorry, we are going ta keep adjourning it in Senator
Leblanc's name." That is precisely what Senator Leblanc said.
He said tbat be discussed it witb me, and bie did.

Senator Siniard: Send it to committee.

Senator Frith: Senator Simard bas something ta add ta belp
us along.

Senator Siniard: Then let's send it ta committee.

Senator MacEachen: But not today.

An Hon. Senator: Wby flot?

Senator Frith: Sure, wby flot send it rigbt now witb fia
debate! Let me put it tbis way. It is flot aur intention ta apply
tbe Simard formula, which is to send tbe bill ta committee
today witbout furtber debate. Let us get tbat clear. We believe
tbat tbere sbould be more debate on the bill. I do flot tbink
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