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--awaited hin in the activities of lederal

life, bie becaîne a meniber of tîte D)omnion
Parlianilemt, arîd frotît bis entrx' to tliat

Buse down f0th flicfite of bis death. lie

Nas eare by lii.\ýomnrynten as pecu-

hirlv a, mnt o! <lest iny. H lis talents niarked

liiiii for niovin6 in and infieueing ail the
:-great evetts of public activity iii Canada.
i-He was flot on.Iy a student o! Canadian
lîistory, but, in the exercise of lus public
duties, lie drew upon his appJarently il-
limitable reserve o! historie knowlçdge of
ail countries for his information and public
action. Bie w'as a studetît and a master of
literature. Few men in Canada possessed
bis culture and bis literary accomplisi-
tuents. He s a polifical leader of îvhich
luis party wvas proud to boast. N~o previous
political leader in Canada proved so attrac-
tive f0 the Liberal party wbich he led and
.no political leader ever led it wifhi so
:stroQg and inflexibie an amni as that wifh
-%iie lie guided. Bis xvas the baud of

steel and the glove of velvef. Bis touchl
-tvas that of a master, and lus influence and
icharzn and attractiveness were ever re-

,eognîzed and welcomed by bis followers.
lie always had tite respect and even the
.admiration of bis political opponents, no
inatter to what extent they differed froin
him. His attitude to thenu was always that

of courtesy and theirs to him one of marked
respect. Knowledge, culture, courtesy, abilhfy
and generosity were ail united in him.. Can-
ada was proud to boast oi i.imtî as one o! bier
inost representative sons. Be was a great
Caruadian, a striking- public figure, a
-poiverful political leader, sud in hbis deatu
we ail unite in saying tbat a great man in
the Empire lias falleit.

ïHon. RAOUL DANDURAND: Bonour-
lile gentlemien, in tbe name of lâis intimate
frieuda and of bis followers, 1 express mny

gratitude to the leader of the House for the

noble words hie bas .uttered on this occasion
on the deustise, o! the Right Honourable Sir
AWil!rid Laurier.

X career soi long and so f ull eau with

qjifficulty be grasped sud analysed in the

<:ompass of a sitting of tbis House. If. nas

my privilege f0 erfloy Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
intimacy for 35 years. and I bad full oppor-

tunity to see and f0 appreciate biîn in the

ligbt o! daily events of every nature. His

days were not ail brigbtened by sunshine.
rowei bias ifs beav3' and trying responsibili-
ïies. Leadership implies the diacharge of

duties which. knotw neitber f rieud nor foie.

PDecisions bave t0 be taken wbicb off en seeni

harsh aud even cruel. Ingratitude and de-

frefions bave to bie borne wbien tbey eut f0

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED.

the quick. Sir W'ilfrid Lautier's qitalities
of heart and inid were of suelt a Itigli order

that tliey enabled itai to soar above the

rîttitts whii beset bis path and to stuiile

1 'hilosophically ia flic tla\s of stress and
a n.uish.

He wvas born splendidly zifted. Nature
wvas in hi- favour prodigal. He wvas hlessed

%vitb a big heart, a powerful intellect. a

sound judgment. a mentory îînexcelled, a

vivid imtaginationi, a nost kindly disposi--

tion, a refined sensibility, and a great sense

of humnour. He wvas indeed a lovable man.

Ail thpse qualifies wiere. as if. behooved.

properly enchiased within an iîîipositg
form. His courtly presence coniînanded
respect and admiration. His facility of
phrase and bis eloquietce placcî lint niong
the 'forernost orators of bis timte. HP wîîs
a scholar with a large futnt d knulîi
lu English aud Frenchi litertiture anti hîi-
tory. He had neyer forsworn bisGre
anid Latin classics. One was always ainazeti
at the time hie could give to book reading.
We liad one- day p]aiiied oned ag-ain to go
and tielve, for a fulli monthi, into the old
ruins of pagan Rome, which interested hini
deeply. He then expected f0 be shortlv
freed from the cares of office. 1 jndicated
to him a new history of iniperial Romne.
Wheu I had. to leave alone for Europe the
fo]lowing sumimer, 1 fouînd. to niy surprise
that his heavy ministerial1 duties hiad niot

preveute(l him fronti readiug, during the
prccding winter monthis, the six volumes
of Ferrero, as well as thle seven volumes of
.;ames Ford Rhodes' History of the United
States which had just appeared. Tfhe par-
liamentary history of Eîtgland liad no
secrets for him. He liad there founid bis
guiding lights which badl Led imii to the
shrine of liberalism. Our late and popular
Governor General, Lord Grey, often remark-
ed that hie feit himself f0 be in the conipany
of Gladstone when conversiflg wvith his chief
adviser, because of a siimilar lofty oîîtlook,
oin things inaterial and spiritual. Lord
Grey had had the impression that lie Nvould
be the restraining influence in bis~ rela-
tions with an impulsive, eniotional leader
of Frenchi descent, but lie snîilingly admtit-
ted that hie soon found tbe situation
reversed, as the principal characteristie o!
bis Prime Minister was a niasterly equili-
briumn of mental f aculties.

During his long administration tîtany
difficuit questions arose upon wvbicli sharp
divisions of opinion occurred. -In fine
cases out o! ten the followers w~ho had bad
to -ive way recognized, after the event,


