Treaties Relating

a position to express an opinion on that re-
port. In referring to the subject in the
deb te on the address, he expressed the
hop that the Minister of Justice had called
the attention of Lord Carnarvon to these
impo rtant mitters. He thought his honor-
able friend (Mr. Bureau) had done good ser-
vice in bringing the subject beforc tue
House.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT s4id the honorable gen.
tleman from Arichat had chosen an unfor.
tunate line of aryument to take a fling at
the Admiunisiration. If anybody was res.
ponsible for the weakness of the Washington
Treaty 1t was the former Government  ‘Fhe
honorable gentleman had stated that Par-
liament had given away nothing under that
treaty but the navigation of the St. Law-.
rence, but if the honorahle Senator would
read the tre.ty again with more care he
would find they had also given up the navi-
gauon of the Wellaund and St. Lawrence
canalis. :

Hon. Mr. MACPHEKSUN—DNot given up
by the treaty, but with the assent of Canada
only,

Hon, Mr. MILLER—Nobody, of course,
reads treaties with care but the hounorable
g&-ntieman (?) -

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the honorable gen.
tleman knew very well that Canada gave

er assent, but the American vessels were
navigﬁt,ing our canals the moment the
treaty was pertected, and the Dominion en-
tered into an agreement to expend eight or
ten mllions of dollars in eslarging the St.
awrence and Welland Canals, v was not
done simply for the benelit of the Amerl-
Cans, but lor the benetit of the trade of
tuis country, and he was not finding fault
With it. The honorable gentlemun had
Charged the present (overnment with being
Tesponsile for the nou-setilement of the
Isheries question. The treaty was made at

«shington, 1 1871, and the Paarlia-
Went of Canads, under the auspices
ot the late Adnnnistration gave

®  the  American  fishermen  the
Tight to come 1nand fish in cur waters
Without seeking, in the tirst place, to enforce

® condi ions of the treaty, even befoie
SOmmigsioners were pamed, thus piacing 1t
N SYyond thie power ot this Government to en-
Orce the ome important cliuse of that
Foaty 1n which we were interested. A law
W48 passed, under which American fishermen
Nere allswed equ il rights with Canadian and
T;msh fishermen 1 our inshore tisheries,
18'?:: law came into torce the first of Juiy,

be, Previous to the chanye ot Government.
paren Canada parted with that right, she

Qlled With the only lever she had to com.
Peline ;Jmted States to give usa recipro-
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city trealy, and the American Government
failed to fulfil their part of the agreemeat.
When the present Adwinistratrn
came into power they tound
no progress had been made to settle ihe
question; the Commission had not been
named, the time had gone by for the com-
pletion of the tribunal as first proposed, nnd
this Government, thinking that it might be
uset as an element 11 the bringing about of
a reciprocity tieaty with the United States,
depated the Hon. George Brown to go to
Washingion, ‘T'hers the malter was dis.
cussed in connection with the proposed com-
mercial treaty, ‘Ihat npegouation fell
through, and immediate'y aft-r this the Im-
perial Government named, at ths 1pstance
of this Government, Sir A. 1. Galt as Com-
missioner. Since then every effort h.d
been made to induce the United Siastes
to complete the tribunal by namiug
their commissioner. Tine third commis-

- sioner was to be natmed by the Austriin

Emperor through his Munster at London.
Practically this” Government could do no
more than remonstrate with the lmpeiial
Government, and the Imperial Government
had remonstrited, but the United Staies
were very tlow to act in such matters,
Whether the national honor of tha United
States had been tarpished by talling to
carry out their treaty ohligations was a mat.
ter for the rest of the wo:ld to decide.
Every possible obstac!e had been thrown by
that country in the w.y ot a setilrment,
and the Washington ‘freaty, as far as
Canada was concerned, was not turrounded
with such guards or such piotection as
would ensure this Dommion obtatuing any-
thing suostantial under 1t. He was sorry
that the hororable genileman had made
such untavorable commeuts on the hoaor.
able Minister of Justice, as he considered
his position and reputation 1n this couniry
were tuo high to Le open to any such re.
marks.

Honorable gentlemen—01 01 U!

Hoo. Mr, SCOI'l' said he c¢onsiaered the
papers belore the Hcuse ought to eatisfy
everybody that the questions wihich the
Minister of Justice had underiaken to dis-
cuss with the Colonial oflice had been die-
cussed 1n « manner that could pot be ex-
celled. He did not think tuat the question
of ditterential duties was one that the hoo-
orable Minister of Justice had been charged
with at all in his mission. It was, of course,
one of th:-8e subjects that was not commit.
ted to him nor did he believe that it Wis &
proper thing that this country shou'd seek
1o introduce ditterennial duties against Great
Britain, !

Hon. Mr, MILLER~No one but yourgelf



