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And the house having resumed in com-
mittee:

On clause 2—Definitions.

Mr. Deschatelets: Mr. Chairman, the Minis-
ter of Finance has stated most emphatically
at least twice in the house, namely on Sep-
tember 6, 1958 and again on March 18, 1960,
that the federal government is not intervening
in the provincial field when it makes univer-
sity grants. Having this in mind, I was very
surprised, to say the least, at certain terms
and aspects of clause 2 of Bill No. C-56 as
introduced by the Minister of Finance. I refer
specifically to the word “satisfactory” in line
16 on page 2 and to the words “in the
opinion of the minister” in line 17 on page 2.

If we read these words carefully in the
context of clause 2 we find here a prima
facie case of clear infringement and en-
croachment on the economy of the province.
During the debate on second reading we on
this side of the house repeatedly brought
this matter to the attention of the Minister
of Finance and outlined the constitutional
dangers of these terms as far as the autonomy
of the province is concerned. Moreover, if we
refer to the speeches delivered by our friends
opposite it is evident that most of them share
our views with respect to this particular
matter. As found on page 3309 of Hansard of
April 26, the hon. member for Bellechasse
had this to say:

(Translation):

While the Minister of Finance has the right to
satisfy himself that the arrangements reached be-
tween the provinces and their universities are
truly consistent with the requirements of the
act—

I say that in recognizing this right, the
hon. member for Bellechasse (Mr. Dorion)
accepts unwarranted interferences, on the
part of the Minister of Finance, in a field
which is outside his jurisdiction.



