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governmcnt would be the first to admit. But
in any criticism we may offer let the fact flot
be obscured that Canada is rendering a service
of which we may well Le proud. There are
times when we are too prone to helittie our
own effort. That is due in part te the fact that
we are bearing over the radio and reading in
the press of the huge production programmes
snnounced by our neighbours to the soutli, and
lesing sight of the fact tliat we are a nation
of somne twelve million while they have some
130 million. We have, as has been pointed
out in this house-and I think it cannot be too
often repeated-accomplished some great
things since we declared avar. We have se
150,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen serving
outside Canada. We have a total voluntarily
enlisted man-power of somiething over 387,000.
0ur navy went into action immediately xvar
was declared and has playcd an inecasingly
important part during the battle of the
Atlantic. The per'sonneI cf the Royal Caca-
dian Air Force as cf December 31, 1941,
totalled something over 100,000 nien. To this
must. le addcd some 12.000 civilians, or a
force of nearly twenty-five times as many as we
had whien war w'as declared.

I should like hore to coiiiiendi( the Mlinister
of National Dofence for Air ('\Ir. Powe-(r) for
his foresighit in establishing an air cadet corps
and schools and other ýýervice., in order te bring
up the educational standing cf mon wlio did
not quite meet the rcquired qualiictat ions. The
commonwealth air training selieme is turn-
in- eut pilots, guniners and observers at a rate
fa r in exce-s cf that xxhiehI xvas planced foir this
time. It lias been ieported that somne 80
per cent cf the persýonnel cf its air crew, are
Canadians, and the fact must net. bc lest sig-ht
cf that Canada is paying- 60 per cent cf t he
cost. In its first three years cf operatien the
plan will cost sometlîing lîke $500,000,000, n.ore
than the dominion colleets in ta,'çes in a
normal peace-time N 'car. Canadiani aircraft
indîistry, very small as axe kccxv it was at the
beginning- cf the war, has noxv turned cnt
somethicg ever 2,700 aircraft. Chemical and
explosives plants cf hunge dimensions have
sprîîcg up. Shelîs are being made in factories,
soe cf which werc closed for years, etliers
have heen hnilt upon soil which up te a few
monthis ago was barren ]and. Tanks, army
vehiicles, are relling off assembly lices; acte-
ciatie weapocs, guns and small arms ammuni-
tien are beieg produced in greater and greater
quantities.

One could go, on and tell of corvettes,
fieighters and smaller craft heing huilt ini
Canadian shipyards. AIl this is a tribute te
the industry and energy cf tlîe Minister cf
Munitions and Supply (Mr. Howe) and the
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staff that lie has gathered under bin.
Canada's direct wxar spending ini the present
fiscal year will bo more than $1,300,000,000.
When te, the war expenditures are added the
other expenses, federal, provincial and muni-
cipal. the Canadien taxpayer will be found
te be paying in taxes hetweec flfty and fifty-
five cents out cf every dollar he earns. These
are some cf the things we are doing, and, for
a nation cf around twelve million people, net
te be deprecated.

Ini spite cf these tremendeus accemplish-
monts more remains te ho donc. It is true
that tee many cf us may Le what is termied
Monday mcrning quarter-backs, but it is a
poor coach xvho dees net take a, ]esson) frorn
such quarter-backs.

Mr. Speaker, these xverds stand ont in tlîe
speech fîorn tho throne:

The cenfliet can have but one cf twe eut-
comnes. Either tyranny, based on terrer and
brutality, must be overthrown; or the free
peoples cf the world, cce acd aIl, slowly but
evectually, will be reduced te a state cf
bondage. Upon the outeeme depends, for
generations, the future well-being cf mankiîîd.

Agrceixg ais 1 (te w îth that statement, 1 anm
(lisappointeil that dite govercment have net
given us the. facts wluiel enabled thcm te put
into the naocîlî cf lus t xcellenev the wcrds
iiîdic:îticg tlîe graifit cf ithe crisis. These
were flot surnaises but farts cf xvlich they lîad
lknowledge; facts xvhiclî. if gîx on bol(lly te,
the people cf Canada, woîîld have heen
accepted just as willicglv as the people have
acceptedç every definite reqiiest made during
this war. Tliey have accej>tc(I wi'thout ques-
tien. higlier taxation. restrictions, boans cf all
kinds, whlatver they have been told avas
nce.ssary for tht eesfî presecution cf
tlîe avar.

Witli tlîis in minc, Mr. Speaker, I submit
that in this crisis the govornmect weuld be
justified in ccxv acd b; 'ccxv" I mccc imme-
diatelv -asking parlianaent te extend the
provisions cf the National Reseairces Mobili-
zation Act ic order te elimicate the restric-
tions coccernîng serv'ice in Canada only, ini
order that our- armed forces both here and
overseas, includicg reserves ccd reinforce-
mpents, înay Le maintained at the highest pos-
sible strcngth cons.istcnt with the maintenance
cf our food supply and industrial production.
Instead, the gcverniient is about te refer
this question te tlîe people cf Canada in the
foi-in cf a plebiscite. I weuld net Le true te,
my convictions or ite my duty as 1 see it if I
sbcxild, fail te voic in this hoxîse my dis-
approval cf that procedure. It means delay; it
mneanq heartburning; it mneans bittcrness. It
mcccx that after it is ail over acd the govern-.
ment is relec'iýed frona its pled.ge. the issue still
must ha faccd; and the bogy cf national unity


