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there would be any objection to this being
done. O'bviously no member of the common-
wealth is going to ask this governrnent, and
face a refusai, because that is nlot the way
goveroments do business. But the informa-
tieon I have is that the British government was
desirous of finding here an opportunity for the
training of flyers and aviators, because of our
clirnatic and other conditions that made such
training possible, as cornpared with the limita-
tions irnpesed upon them by reason of the
density of their population and other matters
of that kinid.

What I was anxious about was wbetber
the governmnent would not be very greatly
concernied to assist in this being done, not
enly because we are a part of the British
commonwealth of nations but also because it
would enable us to derive the benefits that
would corne frorn such an arrangement. Then
there is another matter which becomes of
importance. 1 arn informed that the com-
mission which visited the country some time
ago did not go into the factories at all, but
received from the departrnent a memorandum
showing what our factories in Canada were
capable of producing; that they had ne
knowledge, for instance, that this country
could produce shelis of a certain type, and
were ready and willing to, enter into a con-
tract for the production of sheill if we were
prepared te sanction it. That also becomes
a matter of very censiderable importance.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): That is
entirely incerrect, rnay I say right away.

Mr. BENNETT: That may be; but cer-
tainly it is clear that the British governent
were willing te purchase supplies in this coun-
try, just as they were of Bren guns; and the
question is whether or net they were given
the opportunity te do se, as they were with
respect te Bren guns. That is the only ques-
tion, and I thjnk that puts it clearly. These
two matters should be cleared up.

Mr. MAC.KENZIE (Vancouver): I will
deal briefly with the three peints raised by
iny right hon. friend. In the first place, with
respect te the issuance of supplies I cao assure
my right hon. friend that se far as I koow
there is net the slightest suggestion of any
partisan consideratien in regard te the issu-
ance of supplies.

Mr. BENNETT: I did not say "partisan."

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): I thought
,my right hon. friend did suggest that.

Mr. BENNETT: No, far from it. I did net
ýeven mention it.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): Last
week I had the pleasure of accommodating
three of my goed aelleagues; from the other
side *of the bouse with respect te supplies,
and I tan assure Mny right hon. friend it is
fully a matter of supplies bcing available,
Where we are able te accommodate the public
demand we are enly tee pleased te do se.

Mr. BENNETT: I referred te favouritism,
and did net use the word 'partisa.n.'

Mr. MACKÇENZIE (Vancouv er) :I accept
the amendment-but I amn net conscieus of
that, either.

With reference te the centract for Bren
guns, I want te say immediately that it is a
very important question. 1 suggested myself
very early this session that all these contracta
could very well be examined hy either the
public acceunts comrnittee or a special cern-
mittee of this bouse. I feel it is due te mnyself
as minîster, and te the departrnent, that there
should be a complete investigation frern the
business peint of view, because I do say this,
that from the business point of view this is
one of the fineat contracta that was ever sig-ned
in the public interest of Canada.

I want te say in the second place that the
mnisxter cannot take tre, sligirc.., eredit for the
centract, and the minister neyer at in on any
of the consultations, and neyer met Major
Hahn until after the contract was signed. The
contract was discussed by an interdepart-
mental comrnittee which was formed about two
years age. I think tbat a subcornmittee study-
ing the termas ef the contract for three montha
found they had varieus possible alternatives.
One would be that once the unit basis was
established with reference te the contract that
they might. possibly caîl for tendersr. That sug-
gestion was made te these who had already
org-anized the main detaila in Engýland of a
complementary contract, and we were told that
if any further delay occurr*ed the arrangements
could net be proceeded with. That was
exactly the situation.

Mr. BENNETT: If any delay ensued.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver) : Yes. We
were told that if that suggestion was carried
eut the centract as had been arranged would
have been impossible. Major Hahn went te
England in 1936 and evidently made a fav.jur-
able irnpression upon the British people. Hie
aIse had access over there te the sDecifications
of the Bren gun. I want te leave the idea
with the committee that these are secret
specificatiens and we had ne contre] over
themn. It is quite possible they would net
ho availahle te any competitor of the flrm


