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Britain was threatened. WelI, as against
the ipse dixit of my hion. friend fr)m Cal-
gary, we have the assurance of the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, Mr. Asquith, of
the First Lord of the Adrniralty, Mr.
Churchill, and of the Secretary of Sta-te for
Foreign Affaire, Sir Edward Grey, that the
supremacy of Great Britain ie not threat-
ened; and mu-h as I hold my hon. triend
tremn Calgary in esteèm, I amn bound te take
the ipinions of Mr. Asquith, Mr. Churchill,
and Sir Edward Grey, on the question oi
British supremacy as against any opinion
held by rny hon. friend from Calgary.

The hion, gentleman professed great regara
for Germany; but, while professing that
regard, ho insisted that that was the nation
that was likely to challenge England'ý
supremacy. He used the familiar word
.menace * ; he could not be aware tbat tbe

language used by himself and bis friends
on other occasions b th in this House and
out of it, had produced a German peril, iiot
in Germany, or as hetween Germany and
'England. but in the ranks of the Tory party
in Canada. And with the view of allaying
that menace, the Government found it
cenvenient to ,appoint to the Privy Counicil
at the beginning of this year an hn. gen-
tleman for whom we ail bave the bigbest
respect, the hion. member for South Water-
tee (Mr. Clare). The papers aise
announced that in order to further allay
this peril, the gentleman te be
appointed te succeed Sen ater Sulli-
van ef Kingston in the Sen até . waq
another estimable gentleman ef German
bir.th, whom Providence unfortunately bas
removed fromn tbe scene ef action since
that announicemnent was made. My hion.
friend from Calgary cannot have been
aware cf that when hie made that statement
yestt-rday, but hie used tbe arguments with
which we are ail tamiliar. Now, Mr.
Speaker, as 1 cannot take bis opinion on
the question ef British supremacy, againsi
that cf Mr. Asquith, ef Mr. Churchill or ni
Sir Edward Grey, neither can I take bis
opinion'on the question et there being a
German peril. 1 preter rçather te take my
views from such a communication as 1
hold in my hond, a letter addreesed to tbc
editor ot The Times by three gentlemen
whose names I will read te the House pres.
ently, and who are the representatives o1
the Foreign Policy Committee in England
This letter is as toilows:.

To the Editor of The Times.
Sir,-The Foreign policy Committeo bas

smo.e its inception moe than a year ago, per
sistently advocated the desirability of an imi
provement in the relations between this coum
îtry and Germany. W. have been g badt
noe during the last six monthe that thepre
vions tension was relaxsd, and that th
Ujnited 'Kingdomi and Germany were worh
ing together in friendly concord in the interest

of peace tbrough ail tbe complex negotiations
connected with the Balkan war.

We now seize the eariiest opportunitY of
expressing our deep satisfaction at the further
favourable turn events have taken in conse-
quence of the recent statements of Âdmiral
von Tirpitz and Herr von Jagow. We wonld
not rashly over-estimate the significance of a
declaration of which we have only the bars
outline; stili less would we hastily assume that
ail cause of trouble has disappeared or that
a final limit bas been ,placed on naval expen-
diture. We desire, bowever, to express our
cordial appreciation of this definite step made
by the Gerruan Government towards the es-
tablishmnt of a complets understanding; and
although candid critics of Sir Edward Grey's
policy on many occasions, we feel b:und to
accord our f nllest asknowledgments of the part
which be bas played in making such a stop
possible.

The acceptance for the first tima of a
standard of proportionate strength for the
two navies, coulpledi with au -aunncsment
that German relations with Great Britain ars
particularly good, cannot fail ta have a
marked eflect in cementing a lasting friend-
ship between the two peopleff. We feel con-
fident that the spirit in which this advance
is made ivilI be fully reciprocated by our own
Government and that any suggestion of a de-
parture from the standard of naval strsngth
laid down last year would ha p3remptorily
rejected b ythem. It is manifest that a
sanction of further increases wonld sntirsly
dstroy the possibility of any agreement
being reached.

If a satisfactory settîsment of this highly
controversial subi ect can bue arrivsd ait by ths
two Goveraments thsy will b. truly represent-
ing the sentiments of the people in both conn-
tries, and an arrest of the insane compsti-
tien in armaments througbout Europe may b.
looksd for with frssh hope. But the time
has net yet corne te speculate too far ozé
future'developments and vs content ourselvos
for the present in welcoming without rsserve
or misgiving the course events have recently

taken. 1 ours. &c.
Ion behaîf of the Foreign Policy Committes).

Courtney of Penwith, .
President.

L. T. Hobhouse,
Chairman.

Arthur Ponsonby.
Hlon. Secretary.

The naines attacbed te that letter must
ail, I submit, carry great weigbt in this
eountry. The firet name je that et a gen-
tleman who ocoupied a very important
place in the British House of Commons for
a grest, many years. The second name -je
that et a gentleman who has aise been
prominent in the public lite of Great Brit-
ain, and the third na-me, if I mistake not,
is that et a gentleman who, in lus lifetime
acted as private secretary, or in some sncb
confidential capacity, te Her late Majesty,
Queen Victoria. We cannet, I say, be
otherwisle than greatly impressed by à
declaration bearing euch names as these.


