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proving that the Judges in the district of Montreal did Quebec Bar, represented very strongly to the Govern-
more work than any other Judges in the Piovince of ment that the appointment belonged to them, on account of
Quebec, show that the Judge of the district of St. Francis the preponderance of the French Caradian population in
did more work, although be receives $1,000 less pay, than Quebec. But the most extraordinary representalion of all is
any one of the Judges in Montreal. If hon. members will nota matter of surmise, but a matter of record. It is to
take the return for 1879 they will find that in Montreal be found in tho Legal News of December last, in the shape
800 contested cases were decided in the Superior Court. of a report by the Montreal Bar, and reads as follows :--
Thero werc during that year at least seven Judges to do
the work in Montreal. There was always one Judge from " The nomination of a seventh Judige, to the Supe.rior Court ofSo . dMontreal, and the changes suggested with a view of shortening thethe country districts assisting the Montreal Judges; there enquetes, and putting an end to long delibérés, woiuld render scarcely
were generally two and very often three. In fact, a Very7 necessary, in the future, any assistance being given by les juges
arge part of Circuit Court work was donc by outside étrangers. Wheu it will be necessary to have recourse to these Judges,we hope that the hon. Chief Justice will consult the Judges of MontrealJudges. If hon. members will take as a safe estimate and our batonnier, with the view of avoiding an invitation being given

seven Judges and divide the number of cases decided in to these Judges who have not the confidence of the Bar of this district,
that year by that number, they will find there was an aver- particularly thos'4 whose presenc3 at Montreal has given rise to very

h e general complaint. .n case this representation should not beregarded,
age of 123 cases to each Judge ; while i the district of St. it will be the duty of our batonnier to convoke, without delay, a new
Francis, 169 contested cases in the Superior Court were de- meeting of this Bar."
cided by the single .Judge, which gives forty-six cases over N
the average for cach Judge in the district of Montreal. In that w, you wi observe that the last paragraph contains a
year 2,358 Circuit Court eases were decided in the district very formidable threat, one which allows the fullest play to
of Montreal, whieh was an average of 322 cases for each he imagination cf those who are terried by it. f these
Judge, while in the district of St. Francis nearly as large gentlemen of the Montreal Bar ad plamnly set forth whatthey intcded1to doaftcr anther meetngscfntheB:sr ha.a nunber, namely, 281 were decided by the singie Judge. bhen called-whether thoy inteded thdclre a rebellion, or
But this was only a return for the district circuit, not for whether they intended to attempt tecapture the Custoni
the six county circuits which are attended by the resident HIeherSthe ended to ttempt to ttheaCust
Judge in that district. Besides this work done by the Judge House, or St. Helen's Island, or te proceed to Ottawa with
in thedistrict of St. Francis, it should not be forgotten that a view of sezing the Capitul-some measures might have
iheostecinabuiesithtdsrc;ththhod been taken to protect thse public interests against them.
lie ssocs the criminal business en that district; that he holds But they simply say, that if the Chief Justice will not con-

two essonscf he our cfQuen'sBenh; hatho isesuit theru. with reference te each of the country Judgesattends to six circuits, three terms each, in every ycar, and
tat a distance from sixteen te forty whom he asks to go to Montreal to assist in the performancethose ci;rcuits arc situated -tad c efomsto of1t f tic duties cf thse 3ontrcal Julges, they xiii eaH a melet-miles from his place of residence; that he has, besidesdoino-f

all the work in his district, to preside at proof sti n f the Bar. Youeau imagine the terror this threatstruck
the last six days in every month at the chef lieu. I think nto tic hearts of tihe stranger Judges who had been iu the
ah justified in saying that he dees more work than any oe habit of coming to Mcntreal to assist the Montreal
cf those Juiges in Montreal, about whom we heard se muci Judges in the performance of their duties. You can
last Session. But tis agitation in Montreal by the mcm- fancy what embarrassment it must have caused Chief
bers of the Montreal Bar, naturally affected the Justice Meredith and the Montreal Judges, lest by
Attorney-General of Quebec, who is a memb3r of the Mon- some accident they might not always be fortunate
treat Bar,which cu!minated in a Bill passed ut the iast Session ough to select a Judge who would be agreeable to these
of the Quebec Legislature, providing for the appointment gentlemen, and we must suppose it caused the Government
of an additional Judge to reside in the district of Montreal; some uneasiness, particularly when that threat was empha-

athis Parliament a salary was sized by the placing at that time of infernal machines in
aid ft ti hlast Session owfthis as doe n otw- and around the Court House at Montreal. I do not supposeprcvided for~ that Judge. Now, this was done liotwiti. an y pi-cof wa otcmic hti wsheomte fstanding the fact that one of the Montreal Judges, Judgo aas forthcoming that it was the committee of
Torrance, during the discussion in the Quebec Legislature which Mr. Pagnulo was secrtary tt placed these fer
published an open letter over his own name ite nal machines around the Court House, but the fact of theirpubisled.anope leterovr hs on nmeinithe Law1
Journal of Montreal, to the effect that the Judges of Mon- being there at that time was very mysterious, and looked
treal did not consider it advisable or necessary that an ad- very suspicious. I desire to add that it is reported more
ditional Judge should be appointed; and we must conclude recently that after the lamented death of Judge Laframboise
that the Local Administration have come to the same conclu- a deputation from the city of Quebec waited on the Govern-
sion, since they allowed nearly a year to elapse before issui ment, and urged that the appointment of a successor be-
the proclamation which brought the Act into force, and the Quebec division cf the Bar, fer the reason
Dominion Government have not yet made the appointment forsooth that Gaspé is nearer to Quebec than it is to Mon-
But the motion refers more particutarly te representations treal. While the district of St. Francis is the third dis-
made daring the last twelve montbs with reference to this and trict u importance in thec Province f Quebec, it has not a
other appointments. I do not know that such representations teprepsentative on the Bench at al; and we must conclude
we are reported to have been made, have actually been made, the distonct be fa the arein. ee of ter a
but I think it is desirable that some declaration should be that district qualified for the position. We do not ask for a
made by the Government, some return should be brought representative because we are nearer to the vacancy than
down, so as to set at rest the question whether such repre- some other district. We believe that the Government
sentat ions have been made or not. It was reported in the public should not consider political exigencies, questions of nation-
press, shortly after the adjournmont of Parliament, that a ality, questions of residence or proximity, in the appoint-
delegation supposed to represent the Montreal Bar, or ment of Judges in the Province of Quebec. We believe
rather the English portion o? the Montreal Bar, came te that the sole and only consideration in the selection of mon
Ottawa and urged upon the Government the appointment forîhe performance o? tic duties cf tiat high and respensi-
of an English-speaking lawyer as the seventh Judge, on the ble office should be fitness. We trust the Government will
ground that Montreal was the commercial metropolis, and not be terrified by the threat contained mnthis report, that
that their Firench Canadian confreres, though very able unless the wishes of these gentlemen in Montreal are
lawyers in other respects, were inifrior to the acceded to, another meeting ofthe Montreal Bar will be con-
English section as commercial lawyers. It is aiso voked.
reported that the French Canadian members of the Motion agreed to.


