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mined upon a policy of graduating the prices-a higher naturally have expeted, in view of the remarkable verifica-
pnce aqar the railway and a iower price where land was tion of these precies made in the Speech last year, and,
remote. 'hey took the responsibility of making regulations during the debates in this House, as to the settlement
of that description; but inasmuch as that policy involved of the North-West. There is a reference to fùrther
the sellingof large tracts of land at mueh les than $2 per eforts to be made to promote, to create, that immigration
acre, it was therefore in confliet with the letter, though not which, we were told, had been already arranged for last year,
perhapsaith the spirit, seeing the average price exceeded $2 and which was almost to embarras us vth e number of
per acre. It being wholly in conflict with the letter of the immigrants that were to come.amongst us. The information
resolution, they brought down, last session, a resolution I have received is, of course, not from official sources, and I
amedig the prior one, and placing 'the minimum rate at S1 should be very glad to be corrected at the earliest moment if
instead of 892. but itwas dealared that this was in order to make it is erroneous; but I am told that if the hon. gentleman had
the resolution harmonize with the land policy formulated by divided his ggures by three, he would have been found to be
the Order-in-Council and laid on the Table. The purpose for an extravagant prophet. I am told that a very amall
which those sales were to be made, was to aid in the *number have settled in the North-West, and that a
constructipn of the Canadian Pacific Railway. It is said in considerable number that went in have gone ont
so many quarters that I must consider it to be true that that again; and I am told that the departure of sev"eal
authority has been used for the granting of a very large of these is due to the consummation of this sane policy of
tract, some hundreds of thousands of acres of land, at the utilizing the powers which we gave for the sale of Jnds ifor
minimumprice, and with the real design not of aiding in the the construction of the Pacific Railway to the other and
construction of the Pacifie Railway, but that the price had incidental purpose of aiding another railway. If my infer-
been lessened with the design of giving a bonus towards the mation is correct, at an early period of the year, shortly after
construction of another railway; that the purpose is to the Session, settlers intending to go to one of the best sections
alienate those lands at SI, they being well known to be worth of the North- West, the Turtle Mountain district, were warned
farmoro, in order that the extra profit may inure to assist.- that they could not be at all assured of the prices which
ing in thç construction of another railway. 1Now, I am not would be charged for the lands. Well, that was not a very
saying one word in condemnation of the policy of aiding encouraging intimation. I remember some adent speeches
railways in the North-West where necessary by land grants. upon the subject of a similar intimation made last Session. I
Far from it. I am in favor of such a policy; but I am saying remember somehon.. gentlemen denouncing an intimation of
thata policy of that description is a policy to be decided, not that description as calculated wholly to destroy immigration
by the Pnutive, but by Parlianient; that it is for Parliament to the partieu-laa section to which it applied; but so great
to deçid6 whether large areas of these lands shall be alienated were the supposed advantages of this particular promised
as a bonus to such companies. It is for Parliament to decide land, that, although that. notice was partly effective,
what railways;shall be so aided. it was never contemplated although it did a good deal of the good work
by anymnember of this liouse, No suggestion was ever which it was destined to do, although it did turn away
made that such a mse should be made of the power a good many men from the Turtle Mountain, yt soee
then given as to enable large land grants practically went on despite it and took their chance of getting lands.
to be given for any particular railway. 1 think it should be the I am told that that notice, being found not to be sufficiently
the duty of Parliament to lay down the proposition that the efiective, was followed up by another which declared,
alienation of these lands, whether as the quantity or as to as before, that the immigrants could not b assured what
the object of the alienations, is a matter of policy, that the prices they would have to pay, but that they could have no
alienation which aids other roads, which would not have been security, that they would 'hoallowed to remain on the lands
accomplisbed in that particufar way, except for that purpose, on any terms; and that that last notice had the desired
are things beyondthe power of the Executive, and fall within effect, that it turned off the most of those few who had gone
our domain, at their instance, ut their guidance, it may be, on in spite of the firet order. I am told that, of these. con.
but still to be decided upon by us before they are acted upon by siderable numbers went straight across the line, Turtle
them. There is no doubt whatever, Mr. Speaker, many rail- Mountain being not far frôm the boundary, and adjoining the
ways will be wanted in the North West, if the area, or any- State of Dakotah; that they found there circumstances
thing like the area, oiffertile land which is said to exist there, which enabled them to settle in that State, and that thus
does exist. No doubt you might as well talk ofsettling up that we lost a very considerable number of persons who might
vast area with one cart road as ·with one railway, although otherwise have been added to the population of the North
one may be sufflcient for the demands of colonization at pre- West. It is also alleged that these notices and arrange-
sent. Therefore, I would be sorry for an instant to b ments designed to prevent, and which resulted in preventing,
supposed to be throwing out any proposal at all hostile to the the settlement of a large extent of Turtle Mountain territory,
building of other railways in proper directions, upon proper were made in order that the policy which the Executive in-
terms, and. giving them proper grants of land in aid; but tended to pursue, if letting these lands be sold at a large
what I do maintain is,. that these are questions of high policy profit by some railway company or other-I do not know
for the decision of Parliament, and that we have not yet the name of the company-might be carried out. I think
entrusted the Executive with the power of disposing of that very circumstance is a sufficient proof to us that it will
them. We had a nice little paragraph in the Speech last be well we should thoroughly here consider what should be
year informing us that a very large immigration was the principle of our land regulations, what powers we will
expected during the approaching session, as follows accord to the Executive upon these subjects. We learn, from

The visit of two Members of the Royal Commission on the ag'cultural the Speech, that one Royal Commission has issued, a Com-
distress i the Mother Country and the favorable report of he tenant mission on the subjeet of the Civil Service. I am afraid we
farmers will,1 it is believed largely increase the number cf immi- are not to see this Session the Bill which was ready last Ses-
grants during the present year. Preparations must be made for their sion, according to the hon. gentleman who told us towards
reception, and your.attention will be speedily called to this subject. the close cf that Session, that his CivilService Bil as ready

The honm. [inister told us, not merely in general terms, and in print, but it being impossible to get through with it,
but he gave the figures, and told us that 25,000 was the most then had reserved it with a view to its introduction this Ses-
moderate estimate of the number of immigrants who would sion. The language of the Speech is no doubt mlightly mixed,
be settled in the Nprth-West during the year now elosed. but mixed as it is I arn afraid i means there will be no Civil
There ia reference to immigration this year, tee, but I do Service.Bill this Session. However, it is satisfactory no far,
not Obeerve that cpngratulatory information which we might that we should be informed from the Throne of the ismsace


