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more active participation in the activities of their government. In addition,
as part of the continuing process of modernization and development of
governmental machinery, you will be asked during the current session to enact
a Government Organization Act. This measure will complete a number of
changes in organization and structure announced by the Prime Minister some
weeks ago and will complement the Parliamentary reforms so fundamental
to the successful operation of our democratic institutions.

The reinforcement and renovation of Parliamentary and administrative
machinery and the clearing away of the substantial backlog now outstanding in
the legislative program, will free Parliament so that it can come to grips with
difficult and pressing problems relating to youth, poverty, regional disparities,
urban growth, individual welfare, and the application and encouragement of
scientific technology. These subjects are of concern to all governments in Canada
and it is clear that a great deal more has to be done than has so far been con-
templated. It would be wrong, however, to expect solutions to be found easily
or indeed to be found at all except on the basis of close cooperation in good
faith between federal, provincial and municipal governments not only in
planning but in implementation as well.

To assist in this process it would be useful to have available to all govern-
ments an institute where long-term research and thinking can be carried out
into governmental matters of all kinds. At the present time there is no such
facility available in this country and it is the intention of my Ministers to
bring before you in the near future legislation that will fill this most important
gap in our governmental apparatus.

Members of the House of Commons:

During the current session you will be asked to appropriate the funds
required for the services and payments authorized by Parliament. In addition
to this business, the legislative program that the Government proposes is very
extensive but many of the items have been seen before or are of an uncon-
troversial nature. A list of the Bills relating to the matters to which I have
referred will be tabled by the Prime Minister later this day and other portions
of the program will be brought forward as the session proceeds. It is very
important to the proper government of the country in the years ahead that
the proposals for the current session be dealt with. In Canada as in other
countries of the world democracy today faces a decisive challenge. It must
adapt to new circumstances and new demands or fail in its purpose. This
challenge is not abstract but a confrontation which you will have to face by
virtue of your election to this Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate,

Members of the House of Commons,

May Divine Providence guide you in your deliberations.

The Commons withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.



