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I mentioned earlier; second, to try to achieve reasonable
compromises in remaining areas where clear differences between
the two sides persist; and third, to make more precise the
points under dispute in areas where differences between the two
sides are yet ill defined. '

Lesson of Laos

In suggesting this procedure, my delegation has had
in mind the experience of the conference here in Geneva on the
future of Laos, Although there are continuing difficulties in
the field in the unhappy country, the work of the conference here
in Geneva has been successful. This has been due in large
measure to the fact that an effective procedure was adopted, a
procedure similar to the one I am now suggesting for the disarma-
ment conference., At our meeting on Friday, the representative
of India, Mr, Krishna Menon, also referred to the experience of
the Laos conference -- of course, India, like Canada, is
participating in that conference -~ and he asked in this context
that the committee meet informally so that the representatives
of the United States and the Soviet Union might provide clarifica-

tion of respective ideas, We support this idea and agree with

this proposal, but what we have in mind in addition’'is to use the
proposed informal committee not only for the purpose of seeking
information, but, more importantly, as a continuing forum for
negotiation, By inviting the guidance of the co-chairmen, we
recognize that the United States and the Soviet Union have by far
the greatest responsibility in the field of disarmament, I do not
suppose that either ohe of these great nations ever sought this
position of prominence or leadership in the world, but they are
both in that position and they are essentially the two which
must agree, It is essential that they work closely together to
reach an accommodation of views, ,

In conclusion, while the problems of disarmament
are difficult, there is clearly evident in this committee a will
to achieve results and, more important, a realization of the
sobering responsibility we bear for the survival of civilization,
The consequences of failure are too disastrous to contemplate,
I am confident that we will justify the faith and the trust which

‘mankind has placed in us. From all over the world today, the
¢ eyes and the thoughts of people are focused on this conference.,
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