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Like farmers whôse lands have a common concession line,, vie .~`
of ourselves as settling, from day to day, questions thc ..t
between us, without dignifying the process by the word
We have travelled so much of the road together in close agre~ ,
that by comparison the occasions on which our paths may-have
diverged seems insignificant .

.. - , ~
There has, however, been more to our relations vrit~i

United States than mere empirical .neighbourliness . For the
century during which we have been building this nation, we h's
kept company with an adjoining state vastly more powerful, Z ;'
self-confident, more wealthy than we . It is a state with
purposes and ambitions parallel to ours . One by one, the ma ;~
areas of disagreement have been reduced . Our common border ',
long since been defined to our mutual satisfaction . The pec_'
of this country have taken a final decision to remain outsi d
,the United States . There is no longer any body of opinion i.
this country which looks, towards annexationo The people oi' .~
United States on their part, have come to a parallel conclus ; f

: that,they will not extend . their boundaries beyond their pres ;,
. limits on this continent . . On both s id es the fact has bee n

-; accepted that there shall be a free and independent federati :~ ,
in the northern part of this continent . None of this has be,,

: achieved, however, without reflection and .forethought, -nor
will it be maintained without constant vrat chf ulness . I do
not say this because I think there is the slightest i ;itentic
on either side to move away from the present happy s ta ,.6 of
relations . I say it merely because even the simplest relati : i

between human beings requires the constructive action c-,
both parties . The relationship between a great and powerful
nation and its smaller neighbour, at best, is far from simpl :
It calls for constant and imaginative attention on both side:

_ . ; _ . _ . . . • R
Defined more precisely, our policy in regard to tr~

United States has come with the passage of years to have twc
main characteristics . On the one hand, we have sought by
negotiation, by arbitration, by compromise, to settle upon t :
basis of mutual satisfaction the problems that have arisen t :
us . As I suggested a moment ago, this has been far ,more thE :
the unimaginative clearing away of parochial questions . It :i
succeeded precisely -because it is based on the deterruinatior. t
both nations to conduct their affairs, as a matter of policy,
on this basis . The other aspect of our relations with the
United States which I shall emphasize is our readiness to ac:J

`our responsibility as a North Ar-nerican nation in enterpris(,-. .:J
which are for the welfare of this continent . In support c :
this assertion, there Is a lon ; and creditab e record of jc ; .'
activity . In making it, however, I must add that it has nev :

.been the opinion of any considerable number u1' people it, k.;u . i
that this continent could live unto itself . '.Te have sep ; oc:
own interests in the wider context of the western worlci . ,Je ;
have realized also that regionalism of any kind would not
provide the ans•+•rer to problems of world security . But we rr. :
that peoples who live side by side on the same continent car.J
disregard each other's interests, and we have alti' :ays been

, to consider the possibility of common action forwillin!?
constructive ends .

(c) France - a Tradition of Co=.,on Interest ;

:{ith France also our relations res t upon principle :
that have emerged clearly from our history . ;Je have never
forJotten that France i s one of the fountain"eads of our
cultural life . 4e realize that she forms an integral par t c~
the frame.vork of our international life . We '-ve so much ir.
comrr.on that, despite the differences bet ween Trie French pol l'


