
41. Sector:

Obligations Concerned:

Description:

Transportation Services - Maritime Passenger Transportation 
and Maritime Cabotage

National Treatment (Articles 8.3 and 9.2)

Most-Favoured-Nation Treatment (Articles 8.4 and 9.3)

Senior Management and Boards of Directors (Article 8.7)

Performance Requirements (Article 8.8)

Local Presence (Article 9.5)

Cross-Border Trade in Services and Investment

Korea reserves the right to adopt or maintain any measure 
with respect to the provision of international maritime 
passenger transportation services, maritime cabotage, and the 
operation of Korean vessels, including the following 
measures:

(a) A person that supplies international maritime 
passenger transportation services must obtain a 
license from the Minister of Oceans and Fisheries, 
which is subject to an economic needs test.

(b) Without prejudice to the scope of activities which 
may be considered as cabotage under the relevant 
national legislation, maritime cabotage is reserved for 
Korean vessels, which are assumed to cover 
transportation of passengers or goods between a port 
or point located in the entire Korean peninsula and 
any adjacent Korean islands and another port or point 
located in the entire Korean peninsula and any 
adjacent Korean islands, including on its continental 
shelf as provided in the UNCLOS, and traffic 
originating and terminating in the same port or point 
located in the entire Korean peninsula and any 
adjacent Korean islands. “Korean vessel” means:

(i) a vessel owned by the Korean government, a 
state enterprise, or an institution established 
under the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries;

(ii) a vessel owned by a Korean national;
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