
Historical background
From Confederation in 1867 until 1914, Canada's position in thie
British Empire was essentially that of a self-governing colQny, whose
external relations were directed and, controlled by the Imuperia]
Goveruxuent in Great Britain through the Colonial Office and throijgh
the (3overnor <3eneral. By 1914, however, Canada and the other
British dominions had acquired considerable de facto power inu the
field of external relations. Therefore, partly because of its iuceasig
importance lu world affairs and partly out of a growing desire for
autonomous status, wbich had been fostered particularly duxing the
First World War, Canada sougbt, within the existing coniioual
framework of the Emnpire, a fuller control over its own exteru<al rela-
tions - a process that <culminated in the Imperlal Conference of 1926.

Canada's first efforts concerning its own external relaios inVthe early 1l900s, too1k the forai mzerely of creatiug improved amns
trative machinery at home. The first formai sugeto that a sprt
departaxent be. establishe4 to deal with external reins, on the
precedent of the government stutre in Australia, cami n~ 197
froin Joseph (later Sir Joseph) Pope, then IUnder-Secre<tary of State.

In May 199 ne the Govermm.nt of Sir WlrdLuir
whidhi Itrço4uced a bill, ParUaaient autborized the etbiheto
MDeparmn of ExenlAfar" Tete inate htitwst


