
In 1992, the TEU attributed the following riglits to
the Parliament:
lu to request the Commission to submit proposais

on particular initiatives where it is considered
important;

* to approve the appointments of the Commission
and its President;

" to establish Committes of Tnquiry for
investigating infringements of Community
legisiation, and for maladministration in
implementation;

* to engage i discussion of the Annual Generai
Report submitted by the Commission

* to veto legisiation ini certain fields via the co-
decision procedure;

* te participate in, and exercise control over, the
budgetary process.

The Parliament and the Council

;o granted Parliament powers in a num-
nt areas via a procedure, referred to in
f the Treaty, and known as the co-deci-
em. The Parliament gained powers to
on and directives on a joint, and equal
ie Council i the foilowing areas :
iiarket; social policy; economic and

the co-decision procedure lia broadened thus substan-
tially increasing the effective involvement of Parlia-
ment ini the legisiative process.

In ternis of a reporting process between the Parlia-
ment and the Council, the President-in-Office of the
Council formally presents at the beginning ofthe Presi-
dential tern the "Programme for the Presidency" to,
Parliament in plenary session. An accountmng of the
resuits at the end of the six-month terni is also pre-
sented. Ministers of the Council attend Parlianient's
plenary sessions, and participate in important debates.
They have to respond to oral or written questions put
to them by MEPs. Only the answers fromn the Com-
mission can give rise to debate. In addition, a repre-
sentative of the Council presents an oral report to the
Parliament on Council activities three times a year.

Councll-Parliament interaction
ln the Legisiative Process

The Council initiates the consultation of Parliament
when it proposes to enact regulations, directives or
decisions on the basis of a Commission proposai. As a
malter of practice, the Council lias agreed to consuit
the Parliament in instances where such consultation îs
flot explicitiy provided for in the Treaty.

The Commission maY make aiterations, to its pro-
posai, but always prior to Council's formai action on
such a proposai. Pariiament's opinion, expressed dur-
îng the consultation process, may be reflected in mnodi-
fied versions of the proposai. being submitted by the
Commission. However, Parliament's opinions bave no
binding force within the consultation procedure. AI-
thougli the Treaty requires that there be mention of
the consultation of Parliament in the resuiting act, there
is no requirement that this mention includes the na-
ture of that opinion. The consultation of Parliament is
nevertheless an '<essential procedural. requiremnent"
where provkled for in the Treaty, and Council's fail-
ure to comply is sufficient grounds for the annulment
of an act by the ECJ.

Under the consultation procedure the Council de-


