
confidence-building measure, but will flot provide security as such). Their number may increase
as the other leaders rcturn (if nccessary, the SRSG can also oeil on officers of the UNCHR for
back-up).

The UNHCR is also assisting by airlifting leaders ini exile and their families from

Thailand, mainly in Bangkok (this group is known to UNHCR as "Cambodian refugees dispersed
in Thailand").

In addition, UNHCR is facilitating the rcturn of Cambodians who were living in border

regions and who fled into Thailand following thc post-July outbreak. of figliting. On Uic Thai side

of the border near the Cambodian town of O'Smach are approximatcly 15,000 refugees. More

crossed into Thailand with thc renewal of fighting in late December (1500 on December 29).
Near Battambang in Cambodia, fighting drove 40,000 into Thailand (there may also be 3-4000
displaccd in Cambodia). Since the October 10 Flash Appeal ", UNHCR also facilitated thc return.
of 3,500, but that flow dried up whcn fighting rcsumed. UNHCR also monitors Uic sccurity of
returnees.

UNCHR,ý which reports to Uhc UN Secretary-General's Special Representative on Human

Rights in Cambodia (SRSG (HR)), Thomas Hammarbcrg, has been monitoring thc frccdom and
fairncss of clection preparations, including the problemn of impunity and its effect on Uic overali
climate, and Uic need for an appropriate legisiative framework. Its report late last summer formed
Uic basis for the November 1997 UNGA resolution on Cambodia, which dealt at length wiUi
election preparations. The visit of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson,
to Cambodia in January served to highlight Uic UN's concern with thc fairncss of elections.
UNCHR hopes to field a large monitoring force in Uic election pcriod, made up of four mobile
teams. lIn addition, it will provide fimds to the main election-oriented figos, including LICADHO,


