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GROUP 0F SEVEN REDUCED TO ONE - LAWREN HARRIS DIES

Lawren S. Harris, who died recently at the age
5, was a leading member af the Group of Seven,
flrst distinctively Canadian school of painting,

ýwas founded in 1919. On January 30, the day
r his death, he was ta have received a medal
the Canadian Royal Academy, with A.Y. Jack-
the only survivin g member of the group.

Lawren Harris was bom in Brantford, Ontario.
iChild who suffered much from ilîness, lie learnt

uaw and paint while confined ta bed. After spend-
a year at the University of Toronto, he went ta
lu ta study art, and later visited France, Italy
the Far East.
In 1910 Harris opened a studio in Toronto and
about painting aid bouses in the poorer areas af
City. Many of these early paintings have been
)duced in books on Canadian art. During this
id, he met J.E.H. MacDonald, who, like himself,
ta become one of the faunders of the Group of
Il. The two artists, who became fast friends,
Smany sketching trips together ta such places

Mattawa and Temiskaming, Ontario, and the
entian Mountains in Quebec. Harris helped plan
build the Studio Building in Taronto, which was
ided ta <'accommodate Canadian artists wha
1 devote their full attention to painting".

'T STEPS IN ALGOMA

918, Harris arranged a sketching party inta the
LBd bush country of the Algoma region around
st, 200 miles north of Sault Ste Marie, Ontario.
Party travelled in a boxcar fitted with bunks and
)ve, which became their home when they reached
itable location for the painting they wished ta do.
was the first of several such trips, during which

La produced some notable canvasses. Qne of
e, North Shore Lake Superior, which is now the
a'rty of the National Gallery in Ottawa, won the
t $500 at the Pan-Asnerican Exhibition of Con-
Orary Painting.
In bis introduction ta the catalogue af an exhi-
n held at the Art Museum of Toronto in 1920,
[s wrote: "'The group of seven artists whose
Ires are here exhibited have, for several years,
a like vision concemning art in Canada. They are

,mbued with the idea that an art must grow and
er in the land before the country will be a real
ý for its people .... The artists here represented

himself, A.Y. Jackson, Arthur LismerWl, J.E.H.
MacDonald, Frank Carmichael, Frank H. johnston
and Frederick H. Varley. (2 )
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