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(Qiz. Alessi, Italy)

Other importunt cuestionc iraditionzlly appear on the Committee's cgenda and
will doubiless continue to appear thereon. Iy delegation intends to use the tine
set aside cpecifically for the considerction of those items to give itg vieus on
them. BHowever, I should like %o +oke this opnortunity to expresc the hope that this
year ¢ suitoble place vill be given in the azenda and programme of vork of the
Committee for a mew iteu concerning further measures %0 be acdopted to preveni an arms
race in outler spoce.

One of the specicl Ieaturcs of the discuccions at the thirty-cixth session of
the United Nations Genmeml Aszepbly uas, in fact, +he interest shoum in the nroblens
of aros control and Cisarmament in ovter cpace. The Iy speeches mcde on this
subject highlizhted the conviction thot the internatiomal community choulé urzently
take further efiorts to nrevent un ams Tuce in this mew cphere of mon's activiiy.

This interes: led to the adoption of tuo resolutions vhich, for the first tinme,
indic.te the General Assenbly's Gesire that the Comnmitteec on Yicarmenent chould deal
vith this quection, uhich is vholly in keeping vith paragraph CO of the Fin:l
Docunent.

Resclution 36,97 C, of vhich Italy uvas a £ponsoT, in ite parcgroph 2 recuests
the Commiitee on Disarmment "to consicer, as fron the beginning of its session in
1982, the quesiion of p2~oiiating effective and verifiable agrecuents ciped at
preventing an orno race in outer space®. It would be perfectly appropriate to
epvisoge an initizl exchange of views, in plemary, ¢uring this p.rt of the sescion.

After such a survey or prelinimary considerction of this vexry comples and
sersiiive iccue, ve clwll be in a betier position to Cecide on the post suitable
procedures for taking concrete steps to follou up the dizcuscions in the
General assembly. The rapid developoent of spece technolozy in recent yeirs Taises
clear and precice threuts: oone aoplicationc arc no longer in the domain of
ccientific hypothesis but have already begun to be incluced in pilitory arsenzls.
These mus: be identified, and efforts pus: be maie to remedy thic situation through
the specedy negotiation of concrete, verifiable und effective necsures.

That, in our vieu, is the meaning of the requess mode by the General Assenbly
to the Committee, the multilatercl negotiating body in m-tters of disarmcment, and
the role vhich it could plaoy in ihis field.

It vould be vain to think it possible to resolve at once and effectively all
the problens involved in the prevention of an arms Iuce ir shace by means of some
fer articles of o treaty of a gemerl character. Such an approach vould merely
delay our efforts cnd drau us my from our objective.

In this comnection resolution 36,57 C, to vhich I hove already referred,
sugrests the path to be folloved: in i%s paragraph 4 the Comnitiec on Discrmoment
is requected "to consider as 2 mtier of priority the quesiion of negotiatinm 2n
effective and verifiable agreement to nrohibit cnti-sctellite cystems, 2z an
immortant ctep tovarcs the fulfilment of the objeciives set out in porapToph D above®.

It ic menerzlly aclmouledsed +hat the most threctening development, anc the omne
that calls for the most immeciote cctiom, isc the developuent of anti-sctellite
veapons cystems. I this developpent vere to remuin vncontrolled. the busis for an
arme race in outer cpace would alraady exlit. This pwrospect should spur us to mke
2 determined effort to avert, before it is foo l:te, the recl and immedicte risks
vhich exist in this field.



