
The Disarmament Bulletin Vol 9 - Fait- Winter 1988

Banning Chemical Weapons for Ail Times

The foilowing are excerpts from the
speech given by the Secretary of
State for External Affairs, the Right
Honourable Joe Clark, at the Paris
Con férence on January 8, 1989.
"In April 1915, Canadian soldiers in
Flanders were among the first to suifer
the terror, pain and death inflicted by
chemnical weapons. Of those who
recovered from exposure to poison gas,
many suftered on for their remaining
years. At least three generations of
Canadians-parents, the victims
themselves, and their children-became
acutely aware of the cruel and horrible
effects of the use of such weapons. It is a
tragic part of Canada's national memory.

No wonder nations in the post-war
years sought a treaty which would pre-
vent any further use of such terrible
weapons in warfare. The 1925 Geneva
Protocoi lis flot a perfect document. It
represents a political and legal commit-
ment. It is also a moral guideline. The
problem with the Protocol is that obliga-
tions have not been fulfilled. The Pro-
lOcol has been violated on more than one
Occasion: even more distressing is that
these violations were not unanimously
denounced throughout the world.

lni that sense, the world has slipped
baCk from the hlgh purpose of this Pro-
tOCQI. This meeting is designed to re-
afflrm that purpose and to help create a

Canada's goal is to have aIl nations
ban ail chemical weapons-to get rid of
them everywhere and for ever. We seek
a comprehensive ban that prohibits not
only the use but the production and
stockpiling of chemical weapons. That
wHi not happen overnîght. It will require
a reliable means of verification, which
will Jet us test each other's word and
assess each other's practice. Great pro-
gress has been made in the negotiation
of a qlobal, comprehensive and

The 1925 Geneva Protocol aiso pro-
hibits the use of biological methods of
warfare. The Protocol was supplemented
by the 1972 Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention which prohibits the
development, prod~uction and stocklpiling
of blological and toxin weapons and
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