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Believing that, although the question whether an act of
aggression has been committed must be considered in the light of all
the circumstances in each particular case, it is, nevertheless,
desirable to formulate basic principles as guidance for such determination,

Article 1

Aggression is the use of armed force by a State against the
sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of
another State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Charter of
the United Nations, as set out in this definition.

Explanatory Note: In this definition the term "State"

(a) is used without prejudice to questions of recognition
or to whether a State is a member of the United Nations,
and

(b) includes the concept of a "group of States" where appropriate.
Article 2

The first use of armed force by a State in contravention of
the Charter shall constitute prima facie evidence of an act of aggression
although the Security Council may, in conformity with the Charter,
conclude that a determination that an act of aggression has been
committed would not be justified in the light of other relevant
circumstances, including the fact that the acts concerned or their
consequences are not of sufficient gravity.

Article 3

Any of the following acts, regardless of a declaration of
war, shall, subject to and in accordance with the provisions of Article
2, qualify as an act of aggression:

(a) the invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of
the territory of another State, or any military occupation,
however temporary, resulting from such invasion or attack,
or any annexation by the use of force of the territory of
another State or part thereof;

(b) bombardment by the armed forces of a State against the
territory of another State or the use of any weapons by a
State against the territory of another State;

(c) the blockade of the ports or coasts of a State by the
armed forces of another State;



