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Benjamin Franklin.
(Born January 17, 1706; died April 17, 1790).

The life cf Benjamin -Franklin, the second cen-

tennial cf wliosebirtli occurs ôn the 17th cf this

monti~ is se fuli of interest'to boys and-girls on

account cf bis early struggles that we devote a little

space to it. He was the youngest, except two 4augh-,'

terà, cf a f amily of seventeen chiîdren. He was
sent'to sdcol at the age cf eight, and showed great

aptitude for study. The polvety of bis parents,
however, led to his being taken f romn scbool at the.
age cf ten to "lielp in the s-bop," - nd he was afLer-
wards apprenticed to bisbrother James to learn the
trade of a printer. He was a great reader, wrote
ballads, mastered arithnietic md .»tudied navigation
at tlie'age cf sixteen. .He idoed -a vegetable diet
that lie miglit salve money to, buy bocks.ý

At the age cf seventeen he went to Philadelphia,
liaving quarreled witli lis brother. He arrived there
'witli one dollar in his pocket He bougit three rdils
cf breàd andte-one as he walked up street with
the others under his arms, and lis pockets stuffed
w'ltli stockings and shirts. A girl stood in a doorway
and commented on -the f unny appearaice lie pre-
sented. 'This girl aàfter'wards becaine bis wife. The,
governor cf the province becamne interested in him
and prenxised te set him up in business, a promise
which lie .filed te keep. Franklin spent eigliteen

*montlis ini London, perfecting himself in bis trade
cf pri 'nter, reading and «writing mucli; committed
follies cf wlidl 'bis stronig common sense made him

* afterwards much asliamed. ýReturlnçd to Philadel-
phia wliere lie establislied. the'Pennsylvania Gazette
and soon becaine a man cf mark. His great intel-

* ligence and industry gained for lim a preminent'
place in education, in municipal affairs, land afteQr-
wards in* the councils cf the united colonies. He
studied diligently thie ancient and modernllanguages,
and was lionored later witli degrees f roin St. *An-
drew's, Edinburg.and Oxford. univeflsitieý1, and aise
fromn Harvard and Yale.

The invention of the lightning rod was a result
of bis studies.in êlectrîcity. He 'propcsed a plan cf
union for the American colonies which wasý reject-
ed -in England as toc democra-tic. After the disas-
trodus defeat cf Braddock lie organized a volunteer
mil itia and took the fi eld as their commander. Later
hie propose&' a plan fer the conquest'cf Canada.
Whe 'n the project cf taxing -the colonies came up
Franklin was an uncompremnising opî*>nent. On
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the eve of the Revolution, "lie was," says Bancroft,
"twice venerable, fromn geniù.s, faine in the world of
science, and age, being already nearly tlireescore
and ten."- Ini bIs voyages across the Atlantic he
made oýseratilons on tliý Gulf Stream, and his chart
of lt forins the basis of charts'now in use.
-Shortly after the Pehce of 1783, lie retired to

private life, after having served his country for
fifty-three years. "ýHis venerable age, his plain de-
portinent, lus faine as a philos.opher and statesman,
the charm cf his conversation, his wit, bis vast in-
formation, lis varied aptitudes and, discoveries, .11
secured for h.im the enthusiastic admiration of a,
circle cf ardent friends embracing the very widest
range cf hunian characters."

His epitapli, written by himself many years before.
his death, lias become famous.

The DisoiplinUi' Value of Gnammar.
For 'the Rzvmw.

John Stuart Mill, the great apostle cf. the Utili-
tarians, lias this to say about the teaching cf gramn-
mar and analysis:

Consider for a moment what grammar lis. It is tbe most
elementary part of logic. 'It is the, beginning of the analy-
sis of the thinking process. The principles and ruies of
grammar art the means by which the forms of language
are made to correspond. with the universal forms of
tbought. The distinctions between the warious'parts of
speech, between the cases of nouns, tbe nioode and tenses
of verbs, tefunctions of particles, are distinctions ini
thought, Jo merely in wiords. Single nouns'and verbs,'
express objects and events, miany. of which can be cog-
nized by th. senses.: but the modes of putting nouins and
verbs together express the relations of obj ects and events
which can be cognized only by the intellect: and each
different mode corresponds to a different relation. The
structure of every sentence is a lesson in logic. The var-
ious rules of syntax oblige us to distinguish between thie
subi ect and predicate of a proposition, between the agent,
the action,- and the thing aoted upon: to mark when an
idea is intended- to modify or qualify or merely to imite
with sonie other- idea2 what asseitions art categorical,
wbat only conditional : whcther the intention is to express
similarity or contrast, to make a plurality of assertions
ýconjunctiveîy or disjunctively: what portions of a sen-
tence, though grammatically complete within themselves,
are mere members or subordinate parts of the assertion
made by the entire .sentence.

Can it net be said that schooïl instruction wlien
employed upon the materials cf grammar is both
better from an intellectual point cf view and aise
more practical than when engaged in changirrg cen-
tigrade degrees te Fahrenheit, metric weights and
measures te English weights and measures, or


