
MEETINGS AND REPORTS.

UNITED STATES
7ourth National Oougreas on Oonservatiop

Arrangement with the fifteenth Inter-
national Congress on ilygiene brought
xnany foreign delegates to the fourth Na-
tional Congress on Conservation, held at
Indianapolis last month. Ainong those who
contributed to the proceedings were: Dr.
Harvey W. Wiley, Professr Irving Fisher
of Yale University, Prof. L. H. Bailey,
national authority on agriculture; Dr. Liv-
ingston Farrand, Dr. William P. Horna-
day, preserver of wild animal life; Gifford
Pinchot, and others of equal note.

An address on the "Conservation of the
Human Race," was made at the eongres
by Dr. J. N. Hurty, of Indianapolis, ex.-
president of the Ainerican Public HIealth
Association. He said in part:

"High authorîty says we are only fifty
per cent. efficient; that we live out les
than one-haîf the natural duration of
life; that we consumie twvic als linuchI food
as is nieeded to mnaintain efficienlife that
we waste as niuch as we lise, and that one-
hiaîf of ail huinan beings born either die
before reaching maturity or fail inito thle
defective, delinquent or dependevnt classes.

InI thiese facts we find reamons whyv we
waste the major portion of ail our re-
souirce(s, and call it developinent. In these
faets we find reasons for the existencve of
rob)ber taxation and predatory buisiness.

"For, a people who waste themnselv-es
wvill, of course, waste thoir natural . re-
souirces. Therefore, the fir-st, the, most iml-
portant, the fundamental uonservaition, is
the coônservation of hluinan efficieuney.

Apeople w ho cannot b)e brought to a
realizationi of the fact that thieY lead( onily
half lives, and, wvho realizing will not
inend( -will show the nations to corn1e what
fools the, presenit mort1als wvere."

Dr. Ilurty dnncdthe inidiscýriinalte
uise of patent medicine, and sid(: "Aýt

prsnt we are in the patent inedicine staýge
of ignorance from which we musgt emnerge
before real conservation of humakn life and
energy eau bie r-ealized."

We mlust learn thle science of living, Dr.
TJurty said further,' andj "the science of
living begins at the mnouth, " Ail drugs,
poisons, and imnproper foods should be kept
away front the mouth, lie advised. and that
over-fatigue is another elemret whieh

causes great loss of huminan vitality aud
weakens the body sO that it is aittack.edj by
diseases. The question of heredity, should
also) be ntlore thorolighly stud(ied andi the(
production ofithe hevreditary inisane aind
idiotie should be pcctd

Anot ber intieretiing and imiportant paJper
presentedl before the four-th National C.'on-
servation Coges vas written, nlot by a
physician uer ai sanitarian, bunt by a bsns
Maen, Mr. E. E. Rittenhouse, oif the (u,
able Life suaneCrnay Mr. RZit.
tenhouise, ini the openýing pajraLgraphali of
this address, rc(oginizcdq the- crucial point
in the present situlation. lic said: 'At
takes, noney ta carry- on al great edunca-
tional Inveetand it take-ts mioney to
c'onduet a plicfl( hltlh service. The wvar
betwen preventlable, diseaise and dcath is

threor struggle betw e i dollar and
It dteath rat."-

New York Association for Improvlng
Condition of the. Poor.

To aserti l fatnili us sounght it. aid
thev Now York Asiaonfor liariltov'ig
th1e Coindi1tion of 1he Poor iiadeo inqiries
of' apliats twein Oct. 1, 19111, and
.11111 30, 1912. Thero were f;,.565 famniliesfiuelt'Iioncd, '111d cf t'se, 1,605, it wasý1
founid, wore, fuorccd to Jik id througi lI-ý

Tuheeulsiscauisei 555 applicationis
alid acountrid for 34 per ce(nt. of tiiose
whlo gave illineas ais a caulsef. Rhuinlaismr
was netxt in the. list oif diess ithl 187
famnilies hfcc by ii. Tein ordor, foi-
lowed: lilless atteulding births, 161;: kid-
ney anld heart discase, 156; a-ialla. 1-56;
0oerat ion s resulting fri injuries, 106;

pncnieia,99; chulgdren 's cetgesdis.
cases, 48; paral %sis and ilciy 4s; cýye
anrd car discasos, 4-7, aud canceur and tuner,
41.

It mlay b)e rgdtatubcuois ia
mnci arvsit as ai caulse of jiovertyv. buit

as ai cause, ils offeeits are apparet-11 anrd in-
dispuitable. Thw (ocu iono file-asca
tion, froml the. figuires, is thait 'soitne planI
of effective hiomet treatimnt iust lit fond"l1
f'or tubherculosis,' for "il willIw benany yeanir
before 'there will bie ellngh l hospiùds,î minl
sanitoria to aceoinodlate ail tbruo
patients." That this con1ditioni is not pe.
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