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Country or the United States. The disputants on both sides
Séem to forget that the same barrier which keeps out the
Products of the larger factories of other countries may be
keeping out, in many cases, the factories themselves. This
8 certainly the case in regard to any manufactures for which
the facilities of production, in the shape of cheaper and more
abundant yaw material, cheaper labour, cheaper power, cte.,
are greater in Canada than in the other countries named.
A striking illustration of the tendency of such industries to
follow the line of least resistance, by seeking the localities
Which offer the hetter advantages on the whole, including,
of course, free access to the great markets, is just now
to be seen in the removal of the great cotton factories of
.NG\V England to the South. This exodus is rapidly assum-
Ing dimensions which are alarming-—to the New Englanders.
(It ix beside the present point, but it is/nevertheless, of inter-
et to note that the movement is bringing to bear an influ-
G?Ce in favour of the free admission of Canadian coal to the
United States which hids fair soon to become irresistible.)
Hitherto though the cotton mills of the South. have been
umerous they have heen constructed on so small a seale, and
have used machinery and methods so inferior, that they have
been boorly able to compete with the great New England
stablishments, manfacturing on an immense scale and equip-
Ped with all the latest improvements. Of late, however, the
““l\’:mmges which the Southern mills possess in the shape of
4 better climate, cheaper material, cheaper labour, ete., have
enabled them to push the Northern manufacturers so hard
t?’ab the latter are, in self-defence, transferring their opera-
Hons to the South. The movement has already assumed
lal'ge proportions, and is still gaining momentum. Two
Mmediate results predicted, or already taking place, are the
Cl‘ushing out of the small establishments in the South, and
gt‘.ea,t local loss to New England.  The gain to the nation
Will be such that the United States may make a formidable
Struggle for fips place in the world’s markets in this
ranch of wmanufacture.

A notable evolution in econoniic opinion is
The Unearnea

Increment, marked by an incident which happened a
few days ago in the British House of Com-
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ons. A Liberal member for one of the electoral divisions

Of Glasgow proposed a resolution, that “no system of taxa-
tion can he equitable unless it include the direct assessment
of such enhanced value of land as is due to an increase of
popul&tion, wealth and growth of towns.” This is practically
i‘:nt}iinbodiment (?f the doctrine laid down fifty years ago that
> unearned increment in the value of land should be.
ong to the community and not to the individual, and is an
u‘if(’::lc‘l to tl.ne ‘ si.ngl(f. tax ” nflvocated by Mr. Hem-y
. ﬂl';cte?nq his (‘hsmp.les.' In . sp.lte of the x'cjvolutwrmry
of the resolution its principle was heartily endorsed
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Y Mr, bhnw»Lcte\'m, President of the Local Government
oard in

q the Rosebery Ministry, and was, after a short
thate, ad

pted by the House-of Commons without a division.
int:j ‘(‘)"t at le] l%k(ely that such a I.n'.incip](-, w'i]l come .\‘ud(.lenly
Peration in all urban localities, but it is exceedingly
p:EZ?dflle that steps will F)e taken hefore long ?o make land
arger share than it now does of loeal fiscal burdens.
© Matter has been forced to an issue largely by the action
the‘COunty Council of London, and itis quite evident
:Zi;; William Harcourt is fzwoumble? to the resolution or
aguc would not have endorsed it.
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A New 1 Scientists, economists, householders and
umi- . . .

nang. investors are all equally interested in the
announcement that a process has been

the cheap production of acetylene, the simplest

dl&covered for
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of the hydeo-carbon gases. Heretofore we have depended
mainly for artificial light either on certain hydro-carbons
produced by nature in her wonderful laboratory, such as
petroleum and “natural gas,” or on others produced by the
destructive distillation of coal and other substances contain-
ing carbon and hydrogen. Not to speak of the inconvenience
caused by increasing scarcity of natural illuminants the cost
of those made artificially has in the past heen a very serious
addition to the expense of both house and street illumination.
The discovery above referred to is important for two reasons,
first that the illuminant is produced by means so simple as
to be within the reach of smaller capitalists than those who
have so far heen engaged in the production of gas and of
electricity, and, also, because the reagents made use of are
abundant and cheap. The essential parts of the process are
(1) the production of calcic carbide by fusing lime with any
form of carbon in an electric furnace and (2) the addition of
water.  The result of theanalysis and synthesis which take
place is the combination of the calcium of the carbide with
the oxygen of the water to-form lime and of the carbon of the
carbide with the hydrogen of the water to form acetylene.
The abundance of carbon, calcium and water relieves us from
dependence on coal, petroleum and natural gas, while the
excessively pungent odor of acetylene greatly diminishes the
danger that now attends the use of illuminating gas. The
discoverer of this new process is a young Canadian, Thomas
Leopold Wilson, who, like many other inventors, stumbled
on the process by accident when he was trying to liscover
something else.
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Modern Types of Crime.

FPYHE comparatively modern system of insurance against
loss by fire and shipwreck, and its still later develop-
ments in the direction of life-assurance, have been an incalcu-
lable boon to the civilized world. Thousands in every land
have thereby been saved from much poverty and suffering
which would have otherwise been inevitable. Take the case
of the recent conflagrations in this city, and compare the
results to the individuals and to the community with what
they would have been had there been no insurance companies
to divide the losses among thousands or tens of thousands,
instead of leaving them to fall upon the heads of the few
immediately interested. Nor are the beneficent effects of
the system confined to the immediate owners of the burned
property. The recovery of large percentages of the losses
sustained enables these to re-commence at once the restora-
tion of the buildings destroyed. In this way the indemnity
received from the insurance companies is immediately put
again in circulation, and will, in a short tifne, find its way
back, in part at least, to the pockets even of the stock and
poliecy holders in the respective insurance companies from
whom it originally came for the henefitof the insured property-
owners.  We do not, of course, mean to imply that there is
not in every such case involved an absolute and irrecover
able loss to the community in the lestruction of property
which cannot be restored. But that is aside from the im-
mediate point of view. So, too, the death of every indus-
trious citizen is a distinet loss to the whole community, whose
wealth-producing powers are reduced to the extent of his
productive ability, yet the insurance policy which so often
saves the widow and fatherless from penury is a most bene-
ficent provision for reducing to the lowest dimensions the
pecuniary suffering caused by the loss of the bread-winner.
But there is another and most important side to the
shield. Human depravity here, as in other matters, can turn
the blessing into a curse. The possibility of insurance,
whether of property or of life, constitutes a temptation
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