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are drawing a cork with a steam engine of the mont cumbrous and expen-

sive kind. After ail, will the cork be drawn i Witt the Sample Room be

refornied by the Scott Acti " lW. F. C?" admits that the Act is teclumsy."

Bat experience seems to show that it is worse than clumsy, that it substi-

tutes the contraband for the license systemn, and thereby increases that

secret drinking of which the Sample Rooma is a specimen, and whicli,

notoriously, is of ail kinds of indulgence the worst. Can it ho shown that

intomporance is s0 prevalent and s0 mucli upon the increase iii Canada as

to cail for extrome measures 1 If it can, the IlBystandor " lias always

said, let extreme measures ho adoptod, as they would be adoptod in case of

piague or war; only let them be thoroughgoing, effective, consistent with

public justice, and the samoe for the rich as for the poor. In the meantime,

hoe ventures to advocate the inspection of liquor, an unpretending measure,

but one which would perhaps do more than is supposed to prevent the

growth of the fatal craving. On oue point hoe most heartily concurs with

what appearsto ho the opinion of "W. F. C." The Legisiature is bound to

settie this question for the whole country ; to leave the sottiement to local

agitation is an unworthy subterfuge. Sucli a device bears no aualogy to

the submission of a coustitutional amendment to the popular vote: in that

case the Legîsiature initiates ; in this case the initiation is ef t to some

irregular and irresponsible caucus, which is always lying in wait, and, wheu

it lias manipulated a constitueucy to its satisfaction, snaps a vote, general

disturbance and uncertainty prevailing in the meautime ; white the

practical resuit is a country chequcrod over with contradictory systems,

and in which the free counties wago war by a liue of frontier tavcrns on

the morais of their prohibited neiglibours. But to speak of the conduct of

the Logisiature is to toucli the rotten part of the whole crusade. The

politicians of the flouse of Commons shut up their own bar in deference to

the Temperance Vote, and then run across the building to refresli them-

selves at the bar of the Sonate.

SPEcHES on Imperial Federation by Mr. Forster and others continue

to MIî the papers; but it is idie te debâto this projeet f urther till it shall

have assumed nome definite form. Let us see an intelligible and practi-

cable, schemo. The feeling of the British in the colonies towards the

Mother Country is ail that Federationists can desire, and anything which

appears likely te strengthen the tic of affection will be assured of the Most

respoctful considoration. But we cannot deliberate on a vision or au

abstract idea. We niight as well be calleti upon to discuss the advan

tagyes of a Constitution or of an Association in general witliout bciug tolè

what the particular Constitution or Association was to be. AhL the

reasons given for declining to framo a defluite scheme are utterly hohlow

andi it is wonderful that tliey shoulti impose on the minds of practica

statesmen. It is not only that the details have not been worked out ; thi

general objects of the bague, political, military or commercial, have nevel

been clearly defined. Do the Fedorationists propose commercial unici

with a common tarif 1 Some of tliem appareutly do: Mr. Forster, it seemis

does not; yet witliout commercial union the political structure will scarcel:

be very solid, andi the comîmercial diplornacy of tho beague will ho ai

intricate affair. Froc access te Colonial ports is the one thiug whicli th

inanufacturers andi merchauts of Eugiand specially desire, and would b

t their main inducement te concurrence in an Imperial sclieme the politica

and military objocts cf whicli have littie attraction for their minds. 1

the meantimo events mardi and Englands are boing practically multiplie&

white Federationists and their Committees are tireaming about tlie politic

expansion cf England.

IN the States the prospect in briglit. The iPresident-elect is wise]

reticent ; but ail that is heard from him, or of him, tends te the belief thi

lie will adliere to the principle cf the Civil Service Bill, and do wliat i

him lies, by limiting as mucli as possible the number cf removals froi

office, to tieliver bis country fromi tho spoils systemn and the record cf h

party from a decp stain. If hie persists in his iutogrity hoe will net be Ior

in coming inte sharp collision with Tammany anti the corrupt ring cf h

party ; but for this lie is probably propared ; andi as the Irisli generally boîte

te bis rival lie fgrtuiiately owes tliem nething. lis avowal cf a tiesiro

avoiti the shock cf sndtien change exteutis ne doubt te the genoral poli

cf the state. Negro fears cf a reaction in the direction of siavery

i1 anything akin te it, if tliey exist, may safely ho pronounceti basele

Mr. Cleveland cannot endow the negrees -with political intelligence ai

rindependenco any more than hoiecau make them white; but lie will ber

revery indication that lie lias given cf the bent cf bis mind if lie allo'

anything that was settled by the war te be disturbod, or does anything b

cultivate, te tlie fuil extent cf lis limiteti power, good relations betwe

r the races at the South, and betwyçen the South and the rest cf the Uni(

Mr. Blaine, in lis letter of acceptance, tiecbared the main issue te ho the

Tariff, andi proclaimed that lis cwu defeat would ho a death blow te

Protecy tion. It is natural that the Cobden Club sliould take bim at bis

word and be now in a state cf hopeful excitemout, looking for an immediate

change of the commercial system. But Mr. Cleveland lian warned them

that lie is an executivo officer with ne legislative power except a qualîfieti

veto. [lis election dees not alter the balance of the legislative forces or

tieprive the Republicans cf their superiority in the Sonate. Nor was the

party which electeti him identical witli that cf Free Trade. Penusylvanian

Democrats are Protectionists, and se probably are many cf those who

joined in the Republican boit. A reduction cf taxation will corne as a part

of thc genoral policy cf ref orm ; the practiceocf raising and squandering an

enermous surplus will be abantioneti, anti the burdens of the people will,

as reason and justiée require, ho ineasureti by the necessitios of its goveru-

ment. Se far Froc Traders bave good grounds for their rejoicings. But

Ainerican statesmen, even if tbey are thomselves in principie Froc Traders,

slirink frein hasty or abrupt dealiug with the mass cf vestet i nterests

wbicî lias growu up uuder thc preseut system. Ner lias the fact that

Protection does not really raise the rate cf wages yet fully dawned, tbougb

it is beginuiug te dawn, upou the mmnd of the American artisan. The

Cobden Club mnust have patience, andi it wibl do well te abstain froîn any

excessive jubilation, inucli more frein any interference, wbicli can givo

colour to the beliof, se sedulousiy propagated by American Protectionists,

that Freo Trade is the iuterest cf Engiand. Tariff Reforin approaclies in

the Unitedi States;, but the first moasures of Free Trade, in the proper

~ense ef the terrn, will ho Free -Tratie Treaties, not with Engianti or witli

any European power, but witb C anada and the other commuiiities of this

continent.

Tup Lords bave marched eut with the boueurs of war, but there can

ho no doubt tbat substautialiy it is their flouse that bas surrendered. Their

leader's avowed aimi was te force a dissolution, by which lie would probably

have been a gainer ; in this hoelias boom foiied, and foiied after ativancing

*pretentions which have been rebuketi, and bringiug bis order untier a fire

iof controversy by whicli it bas been seriousby and permanently scathed.

The Franchise Bibi passes. This was the momentous measure andi the

roal -subject cf contention, tie Redistribution Bill being, cf secondary

importance, thougli its probable effects were magnified iu order that the

*refusai cf the Goverument te produce it miglit form a plausible ground for

Iresistonice. A Redistribution Bill which merges the smalh borouglis in the

county constitueucieS andi increases jthe influence cf the county would ho

faveurable te the Conservatives with the present franchise, but it is not

1 likely te ho favourablo te tliem when the franchise lias been extendeti

e te the labourer. Eadli class, geuerally speaking, is aîîtagonistic to the

r class just above it, andi the labourer will hc disposed te vote agaiust the

n farmer, who is lus immediate superior and, as ho is apt te believe, bis

, tyrant. It seems tlîat Lord Salisbury was prepareti, as a party move, with

ya Feinale Suffrage Bih, iii the belief clierished by Coiiscrvatives that the3

ri woincn would vote fer the Tories undor the influence cf the clergy aîîd

e thereby offset the votes cf the farm labourer. By this readiness cf a

e patrician chief te use the relations between tic sexes as amumunition for a

.1 faction figlit, we are euabied once more to appreciato the Couservative

n wistiom of a privilegeti ortier anti the superior couscieutiousness cf aristo-

1,cratic legisiation. Radicals are exasperated, less porbaps at anytbing ini

al the Redistribution Bill than at tic postpouciuout cf tho great ,atl with

the Lords. But even those wlîo are most firrmby l)ersuaded tlîat a referai

of tic flouse cf Lords is desirabie andi inevitable, if they take a large

[y view cf the interests cf the country, will hardly depioro tic adjourumeut

at cf a domnestic struggle wlieu thoy note the dangers witli whidli Englanît in

.n ut present surroundeti. It is true that net tic teast cf tho,§e dangers

m arises eut cf the sehfisli struggies cf a caste to regain its noxions power;

is yet, upon tbe whole, wisdoiu snroly counsels the nation flrst anti above al

îg thiugs te secure itsehf against dismombermeut. Whon the compromise

is was matie the Parneihites sliowed their teeti ; nor titi tbey waut the

d effrontory te upbraid with ingratitude a Geveruiment whicb tliey hiat been

te tiîwartiîîg, iarassing anti vilifying te tbe utiîîost of thiîer power. But

cy finding themselves unabbe te shako the general concerd, or to play the

or game cf coalition with malcontonts, they change their note anti now boast

ss. that tliey wihlbe the gainers by flie settierent whiciî tbey were ready, if

id tliey coulti have founti allies, te oppose. Their impotence in presenco of

lie tus temporary union cf parties shows that faction atone bas miade theni

ws p owerful. Tbey prociaim their hope of carryiîîg a nuiil)er cf Englisi anti

ut Scotch constitueucies in favour cf dismnembernient thîrongli tbîe strengtli cf

on the Irish vote. If their hope is f uhfilet, and Enghisi electors can ho founît

>n, se lost te patriotiin anti duty as te betray tic redlm into the bauds cf its


