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at the liands of bis citics. A writer in the Mlonth.lyg
Bei'ieu, for 1817, commenting on bis "-Canmen Nuptiale," a
Ilay of the laureate8 " declares that had Mr. Southey been9

capable of expressing bis real feelings in Latin, lie wouldc
have exclaimed :

IlO, /orti.natum natum Me Vate Regentein," and that,1
whist other conceitcd Isureates have liad moments of self-f

abaseentsucli laudable feelings are entieyfrgnt

Mr. Southey ; and the critique closes with the following
sentence "For ourselves, we have not enjoyed sncb af

laugli before, even at the merry season juat passed, and
as we cannot witbhold the like enjoyment from our readers,t
we shahl leave theni to the undisturbed perusal of the1

concluding unrivalled specimen of infantine childishness,
combincd and seasoned with the happiest fnll-grownt
vanity."s

And yet, in spite of ail their fanîts, Southey, Words-
worth and the rest had a more lasting and a btter influence
than Byr-on and Shelley. They gave the public what wasf

wanted at the tiîne. The stirring events of the time had

soleinnizcd men's minds and turned theni froni the frvlte
of the eigbteenth century to the consideration of those
deeper questions which have taken sncb a firm hold of the
men of this age. People wanted to be preacbcd at, and
Wordsworth, Southey and Cioleridge came witb their ser-

mnons just at the iglit moment. They are not mucli readt

now (life is too short to read everything), but their influence
stili romains. Thcy are the founders of the modern scbool
of poetry; they are the men who tauglit us that the interestt

of an epic lies not so mucli in the stiring events it records,
nor in the supernaturalniachinery which is introduced
into it to facilitate ite action, as in the purely human sym-
pathies and interests whîch gaLber round the heroes, in

Hector smling upon Astyanax and laying aside bis helmet
so as flot to frigliten him.. in Helen fascinating, even in

the hour of lier greatest weakness, in Priami kueeling as a

suppliant before Achilles, in the recognition of the nturn-
ing Ulysses by bis faifliful dog. InuI"Joan of Arc" and

"lThe Excursion,'" we have fthe precursors of that whicli
niay ho called the perfection of the purely human epic-
"The Idylls of fthe King."

Whilst botb the romantic school and the IlLakens"
were thus riding their hobby-horses to tlie deatli, a new
witer arose wlio unifcd in hiru the excellencie of botb. t

is woniderful how little Sir Walter Scott seems f0 have been

affected hy flie movements in which lie livcd. That lie was

intenested, and deeply interested, in confemponaneousi
events, we know f nom other sources. But lie bad the

great power of s0 completely thnowing huiseif into flic back-
ground when wrting fliat bis personality scarcely once
appeare in his' witings. IL was here thaf lie liad thie great
advantage over albis contemponaries. Byron's poeme are
poeme about hiniscîf. The hero may be calied Childe
Harold, or Don Juan, or Manfred. There is no doubt that
whatever name ho may bear, the hero is the wifcn him-

self. Hence to bave read one of Byron's greater poems is,

in a sense, to have read them aIl. But flicIl"Lady of the'

Lake," IdMarmion " and thliel"Lord of the leles " are not
thue connected. The authon is distinctly not descibing
himself, but a reràl hero, different fron huiseif, wlien ho
relates the ad vantures of Fitz James or Lord Ronald. "lMn.
Scot" (wcare quoting fnom a review published inl8O8)* Ilis
probably the most popular poet living in this connfry, even

in an age distinguished for poete of varions and eminent
talenti. Witliouf presuming to depreciate him in coni-

paison with any of bis less fotunate contemporaries, we
may affibute a portion of bis fame to flic flicitous circuin-

stance of bis style and sub jects beiug pcculiarly calculated
to fascinate two classes of re-aders, the une very select and

the other very numenous, who are flot generally attacbed

f0 the Muses; we mean the"I Black Letter Men " and flie

IlNovel Readers " of flic age ; the admirere of Border
anfiquities and thie loyers of romanfic adventures." Byrons
scenes 'vere laid at Corintli and Abydos, on the sunny
shores of the Mcd iterranean. Soutlicy's wene occasîonally
in France, but generally in some vcry unknown country.
Wordsworthi'eliroes werc sheplierde and waggoners.

Scotts were noble knighte and ladies, indeed, but they
were britieli, and patriotism at home nangcd ifself on the

ide of Scott. In the IdFrogs " of Aristoplianes, Acschylus
plcads that lie inculcafed bravery into the Athenians by bis

Septemt contra Thebao. No, says Dionysus, wlio is acting
as judge, you ruade ont thaf the Thebana were braver than

the Athenians. Aechylus was unpafniotic. Byron was
cosmopolitan. Scott was a Biton.

The most numerous readers of Scat f's pocms werp, as

wc have juet seen, ftle novel-readers. If was possibly tbis
circumseance that iriduced hi f0 foreake potry and takre
to wrifing prose romances. 11e seenis fa have donc Ho

wifli considerabl!3 diffidence ; h. was long before lie venturcd

to put big name to those novels which came ont urder tlie
collective fitle of the "lTales 0f My Landlord " ; or, to

own paternity to IlWavcrlcy." Yet there can be no

manner of doulit flat lie did right. H1e could not sec

wliat others saw at flic ime; but lad lie foreseen fliaf
IWavcley " was a new deparfure in the hisfory of novel-

wrifing, and that affer Il Waverley " the Engliali novel, fo

bc worfliy of ifs narne, muet be a mucl i hghcr and more

careful production, lie would have liad no diffidence about
adopting the cancer of a novel-witer. The succese of
IWavrley " was plienamenal. If is wondeful," says flic

Edinburgh Jeviewer,f spcaking of the third edition, "lwhat

* Eciectie JUview, 1808, p. 407.
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genius and adlicrcnce ta nature will do in spite of al
dieadvanfages. Here is a thing obviously very hastily,
and in many places very unskilfully, witten-composed,
one haîf of if, in a dialcct unintelligible to four.flftlis of
the mading population of the country-relating f0 a
period f00 recent to lie romantie and f00 far gone to be
familiar-and pnblished moneoven in a quarter of the
island where materials and talents for novel-writing bave
been supposed to ho ecqnally wanting; and yet by the more
force and trufli and vivacity of its colouring, already cast-
ing the wholc fibe of ordinary novels into the shade, and
taking iLs place raLlier wifh the most popular of our modern
pocme than with the rubbish of provincial romances.

IlThe secret of this success, we take iL, is mcrely fliat
fthe auflion is a man of genius, and fliat lie las notwitli-
standing liad virfue enough f0 lie true to nature througli-
ouf, and f0 content hiniscif even in the marvellons part of
hie story with copying from actual existences raLlier than
froni the phantonis of bis own imagination."

Wc have hitherfo considened only flic literary phoeno-
mena of this period. But the religions plienomena are far
more sfiking than even flie iterany anes, thougli in some
senses analogous fo thcm. The athcistic and immoral spirit
emnbodied in Byron and Shelley f ook anoflier shape in flic
flerce affacke upon religion whicli charactcnized flic end of
flic last and flic beginnîng of the present century. The
Christian sentiment was alarmed, and the religious portion
of the communi'y noueed itself to f resli activify in combat-
ting flic cvii. Not fliat Cliisfianity had ever lacked
defendens in England. The divines of flic eiglifeenth
century were ail of theni great apologists of Christianity.
But tliey liad safisfied tliemseclves with proving thaf Chris-
tianity was true ; what f0 do witl iti when proved to be
truc did not lie within their province. After flic Frenchi
Revolution flic social dangers of flic age became prominent
and CJhrisfian apology fook more practical formes.'This
was flic great age of socities-Bible societie-societies
for educating flic poon-socicties for evangclizing the
heaflien. Thc Churcli (we use flic word in ifs widesf
sense) scemed defermined that liencefonfl iti would dcfenct
flic faiLli by dceds rather flian by words. And if amonget
English-seaking nations to-day Cliisfianify je more
eecnrely scttflcd lian if was a century ago ; flue is due
very largely under God, to flic detenmination flien faken.

But practical thougli Englieli Cliistianify becamne in
flic beginning of flic ninctcentli century, we muet nof for-
get ifs intellectual plienomena. The tendencies were
varions yef well deflncd. Oue fendcncy found ifs expres-
sion in flic Lake Scliool. To thein lionour, Coleridge and
Wordsworth liad efiven ta lie comprehensive, and their
views, boldly cxpresscd fliongli fley wene, werc based on
wider conceptions of life. Tlie evangelical societies were
formed on somewliaf similar pinciples. Tliey aimed at
ermbracing men of vanioue views and denominafions and of
uniting theni in common wonk. The Bible Society, flic
Religious Tract Society, flic London Missionary Society al
starfed wifli this idea. On flic olier liand, flic anfiquai'ian
intereft evokcd by Sir Walfer Scott's novels fumned men's
minds to flic glonies of flic nidinival Churcli, and wifli flat
Britishi feeling, whicli was so stnong in bof h Scott and hie
readers, f0 flic glories of flic medioeval Enghlihon Britishi
Churcli. Tlie hiefonical position of flic Churcli of England
began fo be cxamined in sudh a way as if liad neyer been
cxamined befone.

In flic meantime a fliird section-more spiritual, but
nof so practical as fthc esf-werc furncd by flic course of
events f0 flic study of prophefic wnîting. In flic wars and
runioure of war whicli were aIl aronnd flien, they thouglif
tliey saw flic signe of flic coming end, and fhey searclied
diligenfly to seu if fliese thinge werc 80 or nof.

[n flic first t wenty years of flue century fliese tendon-
cies were not yef dcveloped. In flic nexf fwo decadcs
they had readlicd flii mafurity. One and flic sanie
year saw flirce evenfe fake place wliicli, unimporfant froni
a wordly point of view, arc fulIl of significance f0 flic relig-
ious thinker. In 1833 flic Evangelical Alliance was
foundcd ; in flho sanie year was commcnced flic publication
of flicIl"Tracts for flicTTmes." The sanie year (the reader
will perlape emile) saw flic calling of the Irvingite Apos-
f les. AIl of fliese movements bave liad lionourable his-
tories, buf low différenf have been their issues and
influences!

The Evangelical Alliance lias been esscnfially popular.
IL is of flic kind f0 commend ifsecftf0thfli md of flic ondin-
amy Protesfant layman. If is above suspicion of Papeny or
Sacendofalism, and af the saniefinie if gives to flic disjecta
membra of PrafeseaftisenIl"thaf thing whicli by nafure
thcy cannof bave," a conimon plaffonni for associafed
entemprise in flic fields of philantlinopy and evangelizafion.
As a meane fa an end if lias donc mmcli to lessen aserify
and liarinonize divergent views. If bas cenfainly been an
important facfor in aur religions life as a wliolc people.

Wc look back upon flic Tractanian movement and we
flnd that in ifs oigin if wae as unpopular as flic Evan-
gelical Allianc was popular. IL was flic wark of ecliolars
and recluses;- if was nof undersfood by flic conimon people,
flic masses liafcd if. IL bas been cbaracfemized bv
patience and persevcran2e (I miglit alniosf say obstinacy)
in flic mainfaining of ifs positions. Bitfcly condcnined
wlierever if lias been naf known an baîf known, if bas
ncverfhelcse succeedcd very langely in popularizing ifsecf,

>and whcn fearlessly womked ouf to ifs legifimafe conclus-
ions lias always succecded in obfaining a especfful licar.
ing, if nat in pocuring conviction. IutLias changcd fthe
face of tflicOhurcli of England, and af flic preseni
moment fliere are thausands of priefts, men af
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average ability and average honesty, men of MOre tbSo
average zeal and self devotion to wliom the prinCiPlO
advocated by the Fathers of the Engliali Counter Refel'

mation are the very vital principles of ail spiritual lf»t
The Irvingite * move'nent on the contrary has bee..,

outward appearance a failure. It has been purelY 01
tuai in jts aims and methocis, whilst, to the Evangl'
religion lias been to a great deal mixed up with emotiOn n
with those practical works of piety which sprilg f0

them, whilst the Higli Churcli nan lias sought toefld th
intellectual basis for his belief in carefully searching. h

records of Christian and especially of Catbolic antiquîtY1

while the Evangelical Alliance bas appealed tu the

Englishman's horror of foreigu sacerdotalisrn, and the

Hligh Churcbman to the Engliqhman's love for the eng liè

inheritance of Churchmen, the Irvingite has &PPeaBe
to nothing of the sort.

As a body they have t.aken no part in philanthroPil

movements (however active some of theni may have bieo
as individuals) ; they have neyer been consumied With 1

desire to evangelize the heathen, deeming perhaP8 hi
their fellow countrymen, and especially their . tt1Oý
fellow countrymen, stood in greater need of Pr

enlightennient ; they have neyer written any book' Of

maenit; they have been too Apostolical and too sac' doâ'

to associate with Protestants ; they have been tooli0

historical to be admitted by any historice urch inlt

communion. And yet a careful study of the gro th

developuient of this priua body will well rep the
student of spirituai phenomena. Commencitig it
confused utterings of excitable ladies, appearing frst as

body of disordered fanatics without order, reg 1 tio
ministries or even doctrines, they have dev Ioped 10

one of the most ordenly communities in Christerdo 5 ifuI
have furnisbed theniselves with a ver,-bat

Liturgy, with reverent services, with h:-igular, y fu Il ordersc

of ministry and a most systeînatic provisior lor the suPP t

of the sanctuary. Their memibers are noted for qui tneo'.

sobriety, and a veneration for properly constituted auto

ities. They do not proselytise froni other bodies te I1

very serious extent, and they know notbing of the toli
of noise. Lt is difficuit to obtain any certain infornAt0

about theni. Tbey publiali few books except for pri 01

circulation and their church documents, collectioOlI1
prophecies, etc., are religiotusly guarded. But te the

who takes interest in these things the study of IrVifl1
(flot from the testimony of its foeu only, but fromn the :
bined testimony of friend and f 0e) will be found te be 10
instructive and interesting.reet

We have corne so far, too far, perhaps, for Ourhi
patience-, but not nearly far enougli for theý compreh6 ""

ness of our subject. We have said nothing Ofof el
oresearch and philosophical enquiry, nothing of Our a oi

essayists, nor of that practical science which lias 8,d
pletely revolutionized our modes and views of life . etoo

1justice to these and to show how in most cases the te heu0

whicb first set themn in motion or whieh ave t 1 ~i
new life came fromn the upheaval of the Frencli evoilt *

is a wonk that would fi11 a folio or at the ver y so

ponderous quarto. N N O N A P S U U

TRE RAMBLER.

A PLESANTE surpise tan adark-brOwn flOApackage wel tied and sealed-my f iend eOdo
stingy of ber red, red wax-and bearing two magl0  W
stamps-could not have awaited me the other day a ba

little room near the Post Office. The sender vîrOe à
the volume had seen a hundred years of London fggt

think it must have-it wears such a delightfuî bO'0oe

and mellowed air. 1'Picked up at a BromaPtOft Oitb
stali "-the "lJournal of a Tour to the Hebridesq eq.,

Samuel Johinson, LL.D. By J ames Boswel , D

Printed by Henry Baldwin, for Charles Dilly, in oo
Poultry," 1785. 1 amn glad to renew m acq'ai »o
with big Samuel and littie James, for it is 130 betYa

*since I read the work, and how could one enjOY.'tuelt
*than in this old and battered cover, with the at
*tering and the wide margine! True it is thattist

manufactured a hundned years ago were intended tOt

This book hath vitality enough lef t in iLt ick r0Ob,

and its noble cover for twenty modernpulicatiiob'
0

a book to say a grace over, following dear Carles
well-known advice.

Frederick Green wood, one of the clevere0t'1 b
*true sense of the word clever-of London jorflalist!reti#

started a new periodical, the Anti-Jacobin, l11s8.d1"teaes
who are presumnably bis intimate friends, conspire *jioe

himi a second Labouchére. He certainly bas wit, read* 00

and power of expression, but is not likely te gro s0à

8notorious as Labby. Doea the Net." Bpiew go Otkev-,0

does iL prosper llow is theRevieu, of Revie St lo
the Universal Beview ? The suspension of the ihla ?
American was, I suppose, a surprise to many, a' «1
be regretted in some ways, for the critical at '~id

very good. 0f the publishing of many journal" ted$ &
no end. We should therefore stand very fast '11dq 00
those which survive. The cultivation of literature1J
littie oatmeal (vide Sydney Smith) and the found11O

*F. D. Maurice. Kingdom of Christ. Vol. Î., P. on' 0
tsoine very judicious remarks on the character and eW
fIrvinlg-


