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M- Renan likes this portion of Israelite history, partly that the sojourn
in Israel, for example, left traces on their national character and institu-
Uons, partly that it is, in some measure, corroborated by contemporary
recfﬂ‘ds and monuments. Indeed he traces various religious institutions
which were held most sacred by the chosen people not te any divine
aPPOil‘ltment but to Egyptian influence. A good deal, however, of what
© Writes on the subject of Egyps may Le read with interest and advantage.
““All is doubtful,” says M. Renan, “in these remote times, for which
Israel has only legends and misapprehensions.” One thing is certain :
_ISra.el came into Egypt under a dynasty favourable to the Semites, and left
It under one which was hostile. This is exactly what the Old Testament
tells us ; and if it speaks the truth on this point, why should it be untrust-
Worthy on others of the same kind? M. Renan even records something
Which sounds like a passage of the Red Sea ; but he reassures his readers
Y explaining that at certain places it was possible to cross without even
Wetting one’s feet ; at the same time the sea was so capricious that any one
attempting to cross might be overtaken by the waves and drowned ; so
that ample provision is made for the escape of Moses and the Israelites,
and for the destruction of Pharaoh and his host! Let the reader turn to
Uman’s account in his Hastory of the Jews, and he will learn the
flerence between an historian and a novelist. M. Renan relates with
great gravity and with quite an air of historical solemnity, a number of the
meidents connected with the life of the Israelites in the desert. Events
enshrined in their poetry, their faith, their worship, most probably had
Some actual historical being ; moreover, many of them are picturesque ;
8nd the good M. Renan will not spoil his story, which, after all, is a very
Pretty one, by omitting all these charming legends, which, if they are not
hterally true, yet do illustrate the history of this interesting people ; and
8o We go in * with a hop, skip, and a jump,” with airy unconscious levity,
(leviter et awdacter ), as Harnack unkindly says of this brisk and brilliant
renchman, and we are so much amused that we can hardly feel it in our
8arts to be angry.
hen we come to Sinai, we are, of course, conducted into the realmns
of Wythology. Here the supernatural meets us face to face, and the sup-
fatural M, Renan cannot away with, “This God of Sinai,” says our
alry expositor, ‘‘ was in any case formidable, and could not be disturbed in
'8 retreat with impunity. If you met him in the passes of his mountains,
© endeavoured to kill you.” ~What stuff is this ! There is no hint that
the God who met Moses and the Israelites in the wilderness, was regarded
48 8 local deity. But M. Renan goes on quite cheerfully : *Such appears
8t least to be the cxplanation of the strange episode of which we must be
Content g give a translation, for the true sense of it escapes altogether.”
ud then he gives the account of the mysterious encounter recorded in
.XO(}us lv. 24-26.  After this introduction we are quite prepared to hear
tmal spoken of as the “ Olympus of Israel, the point of departure of
© great luminous ‘apparitions’ of Jahveh.”
th 1 the same manner every incident is treated. Thus, in speaking of
i 8 W.ell at Beer, mentioned in Numbers xxi. 15, he remarks : “ At Beer,
e,dlscovery of a spring, by means of the divining rod, produced the fol-
t(})lwmg song, which we must suppose to have been sung in chorus;” and
>N he quotes the lines, ¢ Spring up, O well, etc;” and adds : * This song
:{1“ 8ubsequently the origin of miraculous stories. It is pretended, in fact,
m:t”MQBes made the water come out of the rock by gt_rlkmg it with his
the «: Here we have the true rationalistic spirit exemplified. There is not
® slightest connection between the rock in Horeb and the well, It is
Stated or implied that the discovery of the well was miraculous. But
ehan must show his ingenuity, which, after all, is here not very con-
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:;d‘?l‘&ble. How much prettier it would be to follow the mythical method,
Re'r:‘deed has already been done. Butalas, that too bas failed ; and so M.
a

foon is doing for the history of Israel what he attempted with the history
Christ, He is sewing together a coat of many colours, made of patches
"™Wn from the rationalistic and mythical store-bags, and drawing them
Somewhat indiscriminately,
He p.. Renan follows the history very much as it is given in the Pentateuch.
© tells the story of Balaam, he gives a good account of the country to the
b&% of Jordan (p. 222 sd.), of Jerusalem (p- 240 88.). When he comes
af’k_ to theology, and tries to give an account of the growth of religious
'alon in Egypt (développement du Jahvéisme matérialiste), he becomes
iy urd again, Of one thing only are we sure, that, whenever an incident
ndered which would throw any light upon the development of Divine
“Velation, M. Renan finds that it is of little consequence, or legendary,
of: "_C“}‘e ; but whenever he meets with any material which is susceptible
i dyl“tlatxc treatment, he sets to work con amore and gives us a delicious
char, In this connexion we might refer to the charming, if also provoking
Pler on the Song of Deborah.
stug Ut it is useless to go further, M. Renan’s book may charm some
it ments of the graceful language which hg employs with so much skill ;
ra) 18y please some of those who are determined to tind nothing supernatu-
Ch ‘l.n human history ; but it will hardly disturb the faith of the weakest
“m’-n, and it will do nothing to advance the cause of Biblical science.

- Maxy ERS amony the more retined and cultivated nations alter to a cer-
ep}i EXtont like fushious, only their variations are not so sudden and
““gl;ltnsml- ay those of tic ,"uttfjr, and qf course the changes can only be
Wom eViations from the main lines of civility and courtesy, from men to
di a:ﬂ first, and thqn from ail to all. The wodes of expression may be
gooq bt, but the principle remains always the same, and the edifice of

Manners stands on its original foundation, though the ancient walls

Iy
;-0:{1;’*111& good deal obscured by modern growths which have sprung up
em,

SOCIETY IN EOME UNDER THE (4SARS*

THis cssay obtained the Hare Prize at Cambridge in 1886, and is now
republished with a few alterations and corrections. 'The subject assigned
by the examiners was “ The Social life of Rome in the First Century, A.D.”
“Thanks,”says Mr. Inge,* to the labours of scholars and arch:eologists in Ger-
many and elsewhere, we can picture to ourselves many scenes of Roman life
with as much clearness and accuracy as those which we see around us. The
dress which the Roman citizen wore, the structure and furniture of the house
in which helived, the library in which he studied, the banquets in which he
shared have been described with a minuteness which leaves little to be
added. With equal accuracy and exhaustiveness, the names and functions
of the various slaves, the ceremonies attending marriages and funerals, the
position of the various buildings of public resort at Rome, have been dis-
cussed and determined till there seems little left for ingenuity to effect in
the work of reconstruction, except by compelling the earth to yield up more
of the treasures which she still hides beneath her surface.” Perhaps Mr.,
Inge felt himself fettered by certain limitations imposed by the competition,
His work isscholarly, comprehensive and accurate.  What it lacks— colour,
glow, atmosphere—is owing, no doubt, to the conditions under which it was
written ; but in a new edition these defects might have been, to a great extent,
supplied.  Yet within the limiws of a moderate sized volume he gives a very
concise and interesting account of the religion, philosophy and morality of the
Romans under the Cwesars—how they were governed, their daily life, their
amusements, and the unexampled luxury In which the wealthy classes
indulged. The old religion of the Roman people, which “ found its noblest
expression in patriotism,” had declined and become discredited in the last
century of the Republic, andit was, in the first century of the Empire,
openly scoffed at by the cducated and enlightened, though upon the lower
classes it still maintained a considerable hold. ¢ In most cases the simple
faith of former days was as completely obsolete as the fare of the citizen-
farmer. The belief in immortality was openly ridiculed. In Cicero’s time
hardly an old woman could be found who trembled at the fables
about the infernal regions.” Even boys, according to Juvenal, disbelieved
in the world of spirits. “The existence of the gods was commonly treated
as an open question, and one not of great importance. The rites of religion
were either neglected or performed in a perfunctory and contemptuous
manner, The old religion, as a moral force, seemed quite spent
and gone.” But as the writings of Herbert Spencer, Matthew Arnold, and
many others would not be considered to fairly express the religious beliefs
of the great mass of Euglish-speaking people, so the statements of Roman
writers whose works have come down to us must not be taken unreservedly.
“The leading writers of any age,” says Mr. Inge, ““are seldom the honest
exponents of the beliefs of the masses. The attacks of free thought and
materialism seldom reach the uneducated. There are many indi-
cations that upon the lower classes at least religion still had a considerable
hold.” If, however, scepticism prevailed among the educated classes,
superstition still maintained a strong hold on their minds and imagina-
tions. 1f Cato wondered how one augur could meet another without
smiling, * the most absurd and childish superstitions are recorded of men
of strong sense and practical ability.” Under these circumstances it was
not remarkable that “men turned to Stoicism and Epicureanism to
supply them with a rule of life which they could not find in the worship
of the gods.” The influence of philosophy on thought and conduct and on
public opinion was shown in many ways, and especially in the more humane
treatment of slaves. Christianity too, though at first its consolations were
sought by * the slaves, the poor, the unprivileged, the expatriated,” gradu-
ally carried its teachings into the libraries of the learned, and exerted a
potent if unrecognized influence in many ways, and is very noticeable in
sowe of the hiterature of the period. “The gentleness which tempers the
stoicism of Seneca, the almost feminine sweetness of Epictetus, the affec-
tion and resignation of Quintilian under domestic bereavement, the com-
plaints of Juvenal of the spread of Jewish and Oriental superstitions, the
edicts banishing Jews from Rome, are sigus of various kinds which might
escape our notice if we had not later events to help us. With those events
we need not hesitate to ascribe them to that influence which . . . was
at last to overthrow the temples of the Pagan gods and establish Christi-
anity as the religion of the Empire.”

*“The Romans of the Republic prided themselves greatly on their
honesty and truthfulness,” but honesty and truthfulness had become things
of the past long before the Empire was established. ¢ Passionate love for
money had overcome all respect for right and justice.” Crimes committed
for the sake of profit were of frequent occurrance, and legacy-hunting was
the most lucrative profession. Boodlers were not unknown, but not much
is heard “ of dishonest contract work or frauvalent adulterations, . , |
and credit seems to have been fairly good.”

Humanity was not a Roman virtue, but in the period under considera-
tion the condition of the slave was greatly improved and in many respects
was even better than that of the negro in the Southern States before the
Civil war. Slaves had opportunitics under the Empire not only to better
their condition but to acquire their freedom and attain eminence in
some of the professions. Slaves held public offices in the State and dis-
charged duties committed in our time to Cabinet Ministers, secretaries, and
chiefs of departments. Field labourers hiad doubtless a hard life, bus
domestic slaves, those who served in the household were treated fairly well
and their condition was not by any means intolerable.

*Society in Rome under the Cemsars. By William Ralplrl Inge, MLA., Fellow of
Kingg College, Cambridge, and Agsistant Master at Eton. New York: Charles Serib.
ner’s Sons,
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