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M. Renan likes this portion of Israelite history, partly that the sojourfi
in laIrael, for example, lef t traces on their national character and institu-
tions, partly that it is, in some measure, corroborated by contemporary
records and monuments. Indeed lie traces various religious institutions
whieh were held most sacred by the chosen people flot te any divine
aPPoilntment but to Egyptian influence. A good deal, however, of what
lie writes on the subject of Egypz inay be read with interest and advaîîtage.

Il Ail is doubtful," says M. iRenan, "lin these remote times, for whicb
Israel has only legends and maisapprehensions." One thing is certain :
Israel came into Egypt under a dynasty favourable to the Semites, and lef t
it under one which was hostile. This is exactly what the Old Testamient
tells us ; and if it speaks the truth on this point, why should it be untrust-
Worthy on others of the samie kind ? M. Renan even records something
Whicli sounds like a passage of the Ried Sea;- but hie reassures bis icaders
bY explaining that at certain places it was possible to cross witlîout even
w"etting one's feet;- at the sane tiîne the sea was sO capricious that any one
eattemPting to cross miglit bie overtaken by the waves and drowned ; s0
that ample provision is made for the escape of Moses and the Israelites,
and for the destruction of lPharaoh and bis host 1 Let the reader turfi to
Miljnan's account in his Ilistory of the Jew8, and lie will learn the
dliflerence between an historian and a novelist. M. Renan relates witb
great gravity and with quite an air of historical solemnity, a nuniber of the
incidents connected with .the life of the Israelites in the descrt. Events
enslirined in their poetry, their faith, their worship, most probably biad
5 Oiiie actual lîistorical being ; morcover, inany of thern are picturesque
and the good M. Renan wil! not spoil Ilis story, whicb, after ail, is a very
Pretty one, by oînitting ail these charming legends, which, if they are not
literally true, yet do illustrate tlîe bistory of this interesting people ; and
130 we go in Ilwith a hop, skip, and a jump," with airy unconscieus levity,
(leviter et ai6dacter), as Harnack unkindly says of this brisk and brilliant

eenarstlie, and we are so inucli amused that we can hardly feel it in ourhe4tsto ieangry.
When we corne to Simai, we are, of course, conducted into thîe realîns

of Illytliology. Hiere the supernatural rneets us face to face, and the sup-
ernatural M. Renan cannot away with. "lThis (bd of Simai," says oui.
4!1Y expositor, "lwas in any case formidable, and could not be disturbed iii
hls retreat with impunity. If you met him in the passes of bis mounitains,

lie elldeavoured to kili you." Wbat stuif is this !There is no hint that
the God who met Moses and the Israeîites in the wilderness, was regardedl
"0 a. local deity. But M. Renan goes on quite cheerfully : "lSuchl appears
et 1eaet to bie the explanation of the strange episode of whicli wc must lie
contet to give a translation, for the truc sense of it escapes altogether."
.&1d tlien hie gives the account of the mystcrious encouniter recorded iii
P 10(111 iv. 24-26. Af ter this introduction we are quite prepared to hiear
8'a spokein of as the "lOlympus of Israel, the point of departure of
tlie great luminous 'apparitions' of Jahiveh."

111 the saine manner every incident is treated. Thus, in spcaking of
th' Weil at Beer, mentioned in Numnbers xxi. 15, lie remnarks :"lAt Beci',
the~ discovery of a spring, by means of the divining rod, produced the fol-

lWiIg aong, which we must suppose to have been sung iii chorus; and
tueri' lie quotes the lines, Il Spring up, 0 well, etc;" andoadds " lThis song
W%8 Ubsequently the enigin of miraculous stories. It is pretended, iii fact,

thtMoses made the water corne out of the rock by strîking it with bis
rod.'> Ilere we have the truc ratîonalistic spirit exemplified. There is flot
the Sliglitest connection. between the rock in Hloreli and the well, It 18
'ltstated or implied that the discovery of the well was miraculous. But

eR namust show lis ingenuity, which, alter ail, is here nlot very con-
sidlerable. Hiow niuch prettier it would be to follow the mythical nîiethod,

4illdled lias already been done. But alas, that too bas failed ; and sO M.
'tenan is doing for the history of Israel. wliat lie attempted with the bistory

0f Christ. lie is sewing together a coat of many colours, made of patclles
drwlfrom the rationalibtic and mythical stone-baga, and drawing them
" Ornewba.t indiscriminately.

M. enan follows the history very mucli as it is given in the Pentateucli.
tells the stery ofBalaam, legives a good account of the countny to the

tast Of Jordan (p. 222 sdl.), of Jerusalein (p. 240 ss.). When lie comesback to tlieology, and tries to give an account of the growth of neligious
0Pîn101n in Egypt (développement du Jahvéisme matérialiste), lie becomes

(-l1rd again. 0f one thîng only are we sure, tliat, whenever an incidentleedre~d whicli would tbrow any liglit upon the development of Divine
or"eîation, M. Renan finds that it is of little consequence, or legendary,

Obscure; but whenever lie meets with any material whicb i8 susceptible
%rtisitic treatment, hie sets to work con amore and gives us a delicious
loe n l this connexion we nuight refer to the charming, if also provoking

OllSPter on the Song of Deborali.
Bu it is uselesa te go funther. M. Renan's book may cbarmn some

tU'l8of the graceful. language whîcli he employs witli so mucli skill ;
J.IU8Y please some of those who are detenminled to find nothing supernatu-

Ch 1~11 hUinlan history ; but it will hardly distunli the faitli of the weakest
8taand it will do nothing to, advance the cause of Biblical science.

tai MŽNE1 t anioîîg the mocre refined and cultivated nations alter te a cen-
'clulke tashions, oiily tileir variations are flot so sudden and

ePhuirai a-s W oe f iie 'atten, snd of course the changes can only lie
4light devain fromn the main lines of civility and courtesy, fnom men to
oliee first, and then fnoîîî ail to aIl. The modes of expression May lie

40relit, but the principle remnains always the saine, and the edifice of
Iod malnners stands on its otiginal foundation, thougli the ancient walls

1'Y lie a good deal obscured by modern growtlis whicli have sprung up

SOCIETY IN ROME UNDJL'I THE <ï'AR.

THis essay obtainied the lane Prize at CJamîbridge iu IS86, anîd is now
republished with a few alterations and correttiozîs. 'Tli suib.ject assigned
by the examiners was Il The Social life cf Romie iii the 1"irst Century, A.D."
"Tbanks,"says Mn. Inge,;" to the labours of sobolars andarclueologists inGer-
many and elsewbene, we can picture to ounselves inany scenes of Roman life
with as mucli clcarnss and accuracy as those wbiclb we sec nrounld us. The
dress whicli the Roman citizen wore, the structure and furniture cf the bouse
in wlîicb lie livcd, the library in wvhichli e studied, tue( banquets iii wbich lie
shîared have been described with a mninuteness whlîi leaves littlo to lie
added. Withi equal accunacy and exhaustiveniess, the naines and functions
cf the various slaves, the cerenionies attending niarriages and funerals, the
position cf the varieus buildings cf public resont at _Romie, have been dis-
cusscd and determinied tilI thene seis little lef t for iingcnuity te effect in
the work cf reconstruction, except by compelling the earth te yield up more
cf the treasures which she still bides beneath lier surface." Penhaps Mn.
ige felt lîimself fettered by certain limitationîs imîposed by the competition.

His work is scbolarly, compreliensive and accurate. Wbat it lacks--colour,
glow, atmosphre-is owiîîg, ne doulit, to the conditions under which it was
written; but iii a newedition these defects mnight have been, te a greatextent,
supplicd. Yet within the linîiLs cf a mnoderate sîzed volume lie gives a very
concise and interesting nccouiît cf the religionî, pbilosopby and niorality cf the
Romnans under the Cmsars-lîow thîey were geverîîed, tlîeir daily life, their
amusemients, and the uncxamipled luxury in which the wealthy classes
indulged. The old religien cf the Romîan people, whichiI "fouîd its nobleat
expression iii patrictismi," lîad declinied and becoie discredited in the last
century of the Republic, and it was, iii the tinst century cf the Empire,
opcîîly scofièd at by the educated and enlighteued, thîcugli upon the lewer
classes it stîll nîaintaiîîed a considenable lîold. Il[m fi ost cases the simple
faith cf former days was as cenîpletely obselete as the fare of the citizen-
fariner. The belief in imnmortality was opeilly ridiculcd. lIn Cicero's time
hardlly an old woman . . . could lie found wbo trenibled at the fables
about the infernal regions." Even boys, according to Juvenal, disbelieved
in the world cf spirits. Il The existence cf the gods was commnonly treated
as anl open question, and onie net of great importance. l'le rites cf religion
were cither lîcglected or pcnforîned in a perfunctony and centemptueus
maniner. . . . The old religion, as a mueral force, secmned quite spent
and genie. " But as the writings cf Herbert Spencer, Matthew Arnold, and
manv others would net be coîîsidcred to fairly express the religions beliefs
cf tlie great miass cf Englisli-speaking people, so the stateuiejts cf Roman
writens wliose works bave corne down te us îîîust net bie taken unreservedly.
Ilhe leading writers cf any age," says Mn. inge, Ilare seldom the honeat
expenents cf the beliefs cf the niasses. The attacks cf free thouglit and
materialisin seldom reacli the uneducated. . . ... Ierc are mnany indi-
cations that upon the Iower classes at least religion still bad a considerable
bold." If, liowever, scepticisin prcvailed amiing the educated classes,
.superstition still niaintained a strong liold on tbeir minods and imagina-
tiens. If Cato wondcrcd how one nuglîr could met aîîother witliout
snîiiling, Il the nmost absurd and childisli superstitionîs are neconded cf unen
cf Btreng, seîîse and practical ability." Iindcn tliese circunistances it was
not nemankable that Il mcei turnied te Stoîcisin arîd Epicureanisîn to
supply thein witli a rule cf life whlui tlîcy could net tiiîd in the worahip
cf the gods." The influence cf philosophy on theughit and conduet and on
public opinion was shown in many ways, arîd especially iii the more humane
treatuient cf slaves. Chinistiaiuity toc, tliouglh at tir8t its consolations were
sougli t by Ilthe slaves, the peer, the uiprivileged, the expatniated," gradu-
ally carnied its tcachings inito the libmanues cf the leaned, and exented a
potent if urinecognized influence in îiaiy ways, and is very iioticeable in
solie of the lîterature cf the period. " Th'e gt-ntleness wlîici tempers the
steicismi of Seneca, the aliuost feminiiîe sweetîîcs8 cf Epictetus, the affec-
tien and resignation cf Quimîtilian under doiestic beneavenent, the cern-
plaints cf Juvenal cf the spnead cf Jcwisb and Oriental superstitions, the
edicts banislîing Jews frein Rome, are sigîls cf various kiiids whicli iniglit
escape our niotice if we lmad net laten events te belli us. With those events
we îîced net lieîîitate te ascnibe theni te that influenîce whiclî . . . was
at hast te overthrow the temples of the Pagan gods and establisbi Chrnisti-
nnity as the religion cf the Empire."

-The Romans cf the Republic prîded tbemselves greatly on their
lionesty and trutlifulness," but lionesty and tnuthfulness had become things
cf the past long befone the Empire ivas establishied. IlPassionate love for
muney had overconie aIl respect for riglit and justice." Crimes comuuitted
fer the sake cf profit were cf frequemît occurraiîce, and legacy-bunting was
the mest lucrative profession. Boodlers wure net nnknown, but îîet mucli
is heard "lcf dishonest contract work or frauvalent adultenations,
and credît seenis te bave been fairly good."

Hum4nity was net a Roman virtue, but in tic period unden considera-
tien the condition cf the slave was greatly imipneved and in many respects
was even better than that cf the negro iii the Scutliern States before the
Civil war. Slaves liad oppontunities unden the Emupire net enly te better
their condition but te acquire tlîein freedoni and attain cîninence in
some cf the professions. Slaves lield public offices in thc State and dis-
dhargedi duties cornmitted in our tume te Cabinet Ministers, secretanies, and
chiefs cf departments. Field labourer0 liad doubtless a bard hife, but
dornestic slaves, those wlio served iii the household were treated faînhy well
and their condition was net by any nicans intolenable.
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