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ail have the peculiar cbaracteristics of their special individuality. A
politician may presume to sit in judgmient upon Savonarola, and caîl himi

clumsy and incapable proplet, because be did not practise the intrigues
of politics. Again, a mystic, a religlious fanatie, constitutes lîimself bis
j udge, and brands Iiimi as an ambitions tribune, because lie blended the
cloisteî with the political arena, the pulpit with the rostrum ; becanse le
worshîpped both religion and demiocracy ; because lie made Iiîinself the
champion of tbe Gospel and tIc Republic. To satisfy the desires of s0
nmany souls, to fulfil the testaments of the last canonical councils, to restore
Christian thought to the nîind, and thon to bring down conscience, regene-
rated and remoalded, into the bosomn of society-tbis was bis hercalean
task, bis historie mission.

"lSavonarola, like Livy, came from Padua. These Venetian cities
have been nmarvellously fertile in illustrions children. Padua in point of
antiquity surpasses Veiiice, which dates later tlian the fali of Roune and
tbe irruptions of tîte barbarians. And as its aîîtiquity is greater titan that
of Venice, so it lias a Germait-Latin character not to be found in tbe
former city, xvhich was exclusively occupied in reeeiving the fugitives who
escaped thie fire and sword of tIc. barbarians. Here upon these plains,
where the poplars are interlaced with the vines, wlere we look upon tIc,
Lagoon of St. Mark, whiere the waters sparkle that flow frotn the dazzling
Adriatic, as our thouglîts wander througli titese great cities pcopled with.
the spirits of bygone genierations, it becomies manifest to us that their
inhabitants could not surrender theniselves to the etfemninacy and luxury
of modern Venice.

"1Padua, rising up at tbe entrance of. the envied Vetietian Lake, lad
to le well sentinelled, and to engage in constant warfare. The muanl of
Padua of old distinguisled hiiself by lus energy, developiîtg grcat powers
in ail atbletic exorcises, as becamre one reared on the cross- ways of so many
military roads, and aînid sucd nuinerons and terrible wars. Savonarola
bad somewbat of this ntative energy, baving assimilated thc touie of thc
race, the family, the city, and tIc generation to which lie beloniged. Paulua,
given over body and soul to the League of thc Gucîphie cities,1 feul
afterwards into tIc hands of the greatest Ghibelline tyrant that was ever
known in the history of ltaly; at some timies trodden under foot by Imperial
troops, at others by those of the Pope, finally at the commencement of the
fifteenth century she yielded to thc power of ber mo.st terrible rival, the
alhorred Venice. Savonarola's ancestors must bave acquired amid titese
tragedies, so well calculated to steel the seul, muel of thc eîîergy and forti-
tude which they transmitted to their immortal descendant: a constant
combatant in the bloodless warfarc of mmnd. Savonarola's family was
attached to the University of Padua. As we can at thîs day forai no
great idea of wbat cathedrals were iii thte Middle Ages, so no more can we
conceive the universities of those timos, whicb savoured somewhat of the
State, and somewhat of the court of justice. Their professors were of the
severe patrician class, who paid external obedience to the law, to the
Church, and even to thc State, as tbey were etiabled to do by the natural
power of their ideas, and by the special characteýr of their daties; at the
saine time, even in democratie Jtaly, tîey were contemptucas of manual
labour, as it was associated witl arts and sciences, aîîd thc office of a
medical man was inferior to tlîat of a lawyer or a theologian. It is
necessary that this lie remarked upon, fo 'r it was Savonarola's miisfortune
to belong to a family whicl practised inedicine, and this settled bis fate,
and Irougît about bis seclusiomi in a cloister.

"The person wbo most powerfully influenced the destiîîy of Girolamo
Savonarola was bis paternal grandfather Michacle, the eelebratcd plysician.
Micbaele Savonarola yearned with inexpressible tenderness over the boy,
and did ail be could to secure for bis grandchild, who shoald bear bis naine,
a scientitie education. It was bis desire to le personally reproduced in bis
grandchild, and to this end lie destined hiîn to follow tbe medicai career in
order to make hiîn what lie had been bimself, an ornament of courts, and a
benefactor of the sick poor. Savonarola's education commcîtced with tue
physical scienices-a course alien to lis natural dlisposition, and coîîtrary to
bis mental vocation. Fortnnately, medicine was tiot at that time so mach
separated fromn arts and letters as it is at present. Micbaele Savoîjarola,
however, died ere lie could comnplete the education of 6-irolanto, whicî was
then taken up by lis father Nicholas Savonatola, a itan better vcrsed in tIc
evil ways of courts than in the secret utarvels of scienîce. le restricted tlîe
training of bis son to the scicence of the pcriod-tltat is to say, to a certain
acquaintance witl the works of St. Thomtas Aquinas, which, as is well
known, represented the philosopby of Catholic dogmia.

"The intellectual influences wlîicb muoulded Savonarola beiiîg tîtus ascer-
tained, we bave now to find thc moral influences whose inspirations gave
warmth and life to bis feeling. Savonarola fourîd a great toacher iii bis
mother, who comlined elevation of mid witlt sweetness and gentlcrïess of
cbaracter. fier name was Elena; she belonged to tIe illustrions family of
the Buonacorsi, of Matutua. Married to tîte vulgar Nicholas Savonarola, sIc
found in thc love of ber cbildrcn, and in tIc cultivation of tIheir nîinds, tIc
satisfaction which she could not ind iii courtsltip or marriage. Elena had
two sons ochier tban Girolamo, but in neitîter îlid SIC find the reflectîon of
ber own soul. The eldest embraced the profession of arns, thc second
devoted bumuseif to the administration of finance. Girolâmo alone, la spite
of bis unprepossessing exterior, attracted bier love by the lofty qualities
wbicb distinguished himi froin infancy, ly lus weaith of ideas, bis depth
of thouglit and fluetîcy of speech, aIl foresbadowirtg bis mysterions future
vocation.

IlThere was another wonian also who was to exercise a sovereigu
influenîce over Savonarola ; this was a daugbtei of the representative of
the patrician Florentine family of Strozzi, a girl wondrously beautifal and
extraordinarily intelligent. Savonarola fell in love with lier, and set bis
heart upon bier possession. Wlen the family finally rejected him, partly

on account of his niedical profession, and partly on account of lis person
hie believed that it was death that had corne upon himi, when in truth it
was imnmortality. fIe did not summon suicide to bis aid as a Greek or a
iRoman under simîlar oircurnstances would have done ; lie put on as a
shroud the coarse garb of the Doniinican ; lie converted the cloister into a
vast Pantheon, and buried himself in it as a corpse in a sepulebre ; lie
thouglit of no other bride than the Churcli, nor other posterity than bis
works, nor of any toi- bis family save those whose sufforiiigs were like bis
own and who had lov<*d as lie had loved. He wvas attracted to the Order of
Preachers by the inward stirrings of eloquence, and by the professions of
the ideas of that wonderful sage, St. Tho mas Aquinas On a certain
mornlng in April, the trees being fully in leaf, ail the birds singi ng, the
sky respiendent with luminous clouds, he took bis heave of those whom hie
loved best and of the objects he lield dearest. It was on the 24th April,
1475, whien the city of Ferrara glowed with joyous demionstrations, for that
day was the feast of its patron saint, St. George, that amidst the merry
peals of beils, the strains of nmusic, the clamour of multitudes and the
festivities of dancing aiid carousing, Savonarola came to his final resolution.
At length hie readhed the monastery lie had selected. tie knocked at the
door, lie askcd for sbelter, hie entered witbin its xvalls like a shade into a
vault, and there lie found the sanctuary of bis religions vûcation and the
place of penitential scourges to discipline bis dibtresse.d conscience. ihus
contemplating himi witlî bis face bidden under the dark folds of bis cowl,
bis body mantled iii a coârse serge shroud, his eves brilliant with the light
of a superhumnan inspiration, pale a-, deatb, tragic as desp-air, abstractedi
and withdrawn fromý th(, world, lie was but a para spirit, a iniraculous
sbade either proceeding fromr earth to imînortality or coine down f rom
heaven to earth."

A PO UR IN JA PAIN.

SINGE the Japanese Court at Soutb Kensington and the "lMikado " bave
popularise(l that portion of the Asiatic Empire formnerly so littie known
or appreciated by the world in genieral, soîne further information on the
island at large, extracted fromn au interesting article in the Fortniglitly,
may not be unacceptable, cspecially in view of its approacbing connection
with thc Dominion tbrougb the Canadianl Pacifie R1ailway.

The anthor, Captain Brinkley, R.A., accompanied Sir George Bowen,
the Governor of Hong Kong, on bis visit to Japan, which was performed
as is necessary under officiai auspices; thin party being welcomned every-
where withi that hospitality for whicb the Japanese are famous. Japan
is emphatically, says the traveller, an interesting country ; interesting not
only because of the woniderful social and political chianges through which
sbe bas recently passed, but because, as the pioncer of Western civilisation
in the Orient, sIc is destined, witb bier numerous population, large resources,
and liereditary martial spirit, to become, on3 day, a powerf ai ally or a
formidable enemy of any European State seeking to pursue a vigorous
policy in the East. As events are shaping tbemselves at present, it appears
reasonable to predict that Great Britain and Japan will, ere long, find
themselves ranged side by side to cbeck Rnssia's advance towards the
Korea.

The population of the Island Empire is now about 37,000,000, and its
public revenue approaches £16,000,000 sterling. Its foreign trade (includ-
ing exports and imports) ainounts to £12,000,000 sterling. There are
already three hundred and thirty miles of railway completed, and lines
are being steadily pushed forward so as to open out the entire country.
TIc army is effective witb peace and war establishments of 8:2,000 and
100,000 mon, respectively, thoroughly trained and equipped iii European
style ; and the navy consists of seine twenty-tive slips, of ail sizes, includ-
in,, seven ironclads. Complete systems of telegraphs, post-offices, police,
savlngs banks. gaols, universities, schools, colleges, light.houses, meteoro-
logical ubservatories, etc., exist, ail on the lest Enropean or American
mnodels. These immense innovations have been accomplished within the
short space of fifteen years, and so economnically, that the whole national
debt amnounts only to about one year's revenue.

TIc political state of tbis remarkable nation bas also uiidergone wonder-
fuI developmnentq, the fendal despotismn, sO long borne with impatience, was
aboli8lîed by a revolution iii 1878, and a revived aristocracy of more than
five hnndred families formied, witli the Mikado in bis ancient antbority as
its head. Japani bas now lier princes, dulkes, marquises, counts, and barons,
who will fori the Second CharnIer of National Legisiature which it is
proposed to cotîvoke for the first tintie in 1890. There will also *be an
elected Chaînher of Representatives of the people. At present, the
lînperial Governtent is cnrried on by a Ministry named by, and responsi-
bIc to, tIe Mikado. Japan bas fully entered the family of nations, and
miaintains ambassadors at the chief capîtals of the world. lier statesmen
have shown that they are well able to bild their own with even the most
powerful representatives.

Thus mnucît premised, we may set out on our travels witb tIe Governor
of Hong Kong to Kyoto, tbe Moscow, as Tokiyo is tbe St. Petersburg, of
Japan. The principal inin at Kyoto commands a prospect sudh as few
hotels in the world can boast. It is a bandsome, spacious building, with
a cbarmiing garden and a very tolerable cuisine ; it is also accessible by
railway. Va-anie, as this delightful resort was called, was not patronised
by Sir George Bowen, tbe Gehin-kwan, a club supported by the private
subscriptions of Japanese noblemen, being placedat bis disposaI. OriginalY
the sum mer residence of somne well-known aristocrat, it presents ail the
most refined features of Japanese doinestie architecture ; wbile, fromn its

southern and eastern aspects, one looks out upon a beautiful plain reach-
ing to the foot of bis with soft contours and richly wooded nooks. The

498


