NORTHWEST REVIEW. SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 1906

MICHAEL DAVITT

The cable has just annmounced the
death in Dublin of Michael Davitt.
Michael Davitt was perhaps, all things
considered, the most able living Irish
leader. Although in recent years he
has remained out of Parliament volun-
tarily, nevertheless his influence with
the Irish party and with the Irish
people has remained greater than that
of any other one person. He knew the
story of Irish oppression from actual
experience. He was born in the ham-
let of Straide, in the County of Mayo,
in the year 1846, in the very darkest
days of his nation’s agony. He early
received a bitter and dreadful lesson
in the wrongs that the Irish tenants
were compelled to suffer. When a
child of seven years he witnessed his
father and mother and two sisters
flung out on the roadside by the land-
lord and the humble cottage that they
had called home burned to the ground.
His father was an intelligent, bard-
working tenant who had managed,
somehow, to keep his family alive
through the famine years only to be
utterly ruined by the rent laws. The
evicted tenant and his family left Ire-
land and settled in Lancashire, Eng-
land. The boy Michael early went to
work in a mill where his arm was SO
injured by being caught in the ma-
chinery that it had to be amputated.
This accident was responsible, 10
doubt, in a large measure for chang-
ing the course of his life. No longer
able to work at manual labour, he was
foreed to supplement his scanty educa-
tion by hard and continued study and
he soon gained a reputation in litera-
ture and polities. At the age of eigh-
teen he was contributing poetry to the
official organ of the Fenian movement,
the “Irish People.” His activity made
him a marked man for the government
informers. He escaped until the year
1870, when he was arrested in London,
charged with being an agent for the
exploded Fenian movement. That
movement had long ceased to exist
but Davitt was convicted and sen-
tenced to fifteen years’ penal servitude.
For seven years he endured the horrors
of the prisons of that day and was
_compelled to associate with criminals
of the most hardened and loathsome
character. In 1878 he was pardoned
with the understanding that he should
leave the country, that being the usual
condition of amnesty for political pris-
oners of that day. On his arrival in
Dublin more than a hundred thousand
people with bands and banners turned
out to meet him. Even that joyous
occasion brought bitterness to Davitt
for his comrade McCarthy, who hid
served with him in prison, overcome
with the joy of freedom, suddenly diet‘i.
Davitt then paid a snort visit to his
native country and soon left for the
United States, where his mother anfi
sister then resided. He was met in ’thls
country with an enthusiastic greeting.
The leaders of the old Fenian movement
crowded about him. They had divided
into factions, but they all held Davitt in
high esteem and were anxious 0 know
what course he would take.

Davitt, although an aggressive fighter,
was always a practical leader. He pos-
sessed all the brilliancy of other Irish
leaders, but in addition thereto he pos-
sessed more poise than most of them.
Davitt clearly saw that Fenianism had
failed. He realized that Home I‘{ule a8
an abstract question cou}d bring no
immediate relief to his stricken country.
The experience of his family when he
was a lad taught him at an early age the
most vital difficulty in Ireland was the
land question. He conceived the idea
of combining all the Irish movements
Parliamentary and non-Parliamentary,
Home Rule and non-Home Rule, Feni-
an and non-Fenian, into one great
movement for the liberation of the
Irish tenants from the thraldom undt?r
which they labored. He witheld his
support from all existing movements
and boldly undertook a movement for
sweeping away the system known 88
Irish landlordism, and for the creation
of national peasant proprietary- His
cry was that the people of Ireland
should be made the owners of the land
of Ireland. His plan was to carry on
a campaign of agitation. He Was wise
enough to understand that _the Irish
people could gain nothing through the
sword. Some of the Fenian leaders ve-
hemently opposed him because he op-
posed the employment 6f force: The
question that Davitt had to contend
with in 1878 and 1879 was much the
same question that John Redmond is
now contending with. ~There were
Home Rulers in those days who op-
posed seeing their movement put in
the background fo
movement, but Davitt, faced
ties bravely. After much
he determined to raise the
his campaign in his native
and at a point almost on the site

r this new land
all difficul-
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OR “FRUIT LIVER TABLETS "
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Fruit-a-tivesare the marvels of modern
medicine. They have accomplished more
actual cures—done more good to more
people—than any other medicine ever
introduced in Canada for the time they
have been on sale.

Fruit-a-tives are fruit juices. They are
nature’s cure for

—CONSTIPATION
—BILIOUSNESS
—BAD STOMACH
—DYSPEPSIA
—HEADACHES
—IMPURE BrLoop
—SKIN DISEASES
—KipNEY TROUBLE
—RHEUMATISM
~—IRRITATED HEART

Fruit-a-tives are the juices of apples,
oranges, figs and prunes, These juices
are concentrated—and by a secret pro-
cess, the juices are combined in a pe-
culiar manner, This new combination
is much more active medicinally than
fresh juices——yet so perfect is the union
that Fruit-a-tives act on the system as
if they were in truth a natural fruit,
medicinally stronger than any other
known fruit.

To this combination of fruit juices,
tonics and internal antiseptics are added,
and the whole made into tablets.

These are Fruit-a-tives—sold every-
where for 50¢ a box or 6 boxes for $2.50.

FRUIT-A-TIVES LMITED - OTTAWA.

thirty years before his father’s home
had stood. The first meeting was held
on the 28th of April, 1879, at Irish-
town. Throughout the summer similar
meetings were held in the district, and
on the 21st day of October, in response
to a circular from Parnell and Davitt,
a convention of tenant farmer dele-
gates was peld in the city of Dublin,
This was the beginning of the Irish
National Land League, and the cam-
paign launched on that day by Michael
Davitt has held the attention of the
English government for the past thirty-
five years. Davitt was the f{xther of
the Irish Land League, and to him more
than any other one person, is due the
fact that Irish farmers are now be-
coming the owners of Irish soil.

In 1880 Davitt again came to the
United States to establish a branch of
the Leagye. British detectives fol-
lowed him- in his pilgrimage from
New York to San Francisco, and care-
fully noted every word that he ut-
tured. The result was that when he
to Ireland in 1881 he was
again arrested and sent back to penal
servitude. After serving about a year
he was again liberated, only to be again
arrested in 1883. While he was a con-
viet in Portland prison in 1882 he was
first elected to Parliament from County
Meath, but the House of Commons, b'y
a vote, promptly declared him disquali-
fod. After he was released for the
third time, he was asked by several
Irish constituencies to stand for elec-
tion, but he refused on the ground that
it was impossible for him to take the
oath of alligiance to the British govern-
ment, and it was not until 1891 that
he could be induced to forego his pre-
judices in this respect. From that time
on. until 1899 he ‘represented some
Irish constituency in Parliament. In
October, 1899, he resigned his seat
in a ringing speech, in which he de-
clared that he could not represent a
government that carried bn such an
unholy war as the British Government
was then waging against the Boers.
From that time on he gave his entire
attention to travel and writing. Mr.
Davitt earned his living during all his
public eareer chiefly by journalistic
and other literary work, While in
Portland prison he wrote *“ Leaves from
a Prison Diary,” which was widely
read. In 1891 appeared his “ Defence
of the Land League,” and just recently
hfs history of the' Boer War has come
from the press. :

Michael Davitt will rank as one of
the greatest patriots of history. Among
many famous men who have struggied
for Irish nationality he will take high
rank. -His whole career has been given
up to a fight in behalf of the lowly
and oppressed. He was not a politician
for revenue. Once he was compelled
to resign his seat in Parliament
because of bankruptey proceedings
against him. No man ever fought more
coursgeously ‘under more adverse cir-
cumstances. Through years of painful
suffering and imprisonment he fought
on unfalteringly and without yielding.
The object of his fight ~was the
betterment of his own people at
home and the English democracy as
well. The working people of England
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will mourn his death as much as the
Irish peasantry. His friend, John F.
Finnerty of Chicago, voices the senti-
ment of those interested in the Irish
movement on this side of the Atlantic,
when he says: “No greater loss to
Ireland has occurred since the death of
Parnell, and no man was more devoted
to liberty and humanity than he,
In that respect he resembled O’Connell.
Davitt was quite as popular with
the British democracy as with the
Irish. The working people of England
adored him, feeling that he stood
as much for them as for Ireland. He
has done the cause of Ireland immeas-
urable good, and to the tenant farmers
his service was the greatest ever ren-
dered. Eventually the Irish people will
become the owners of their soil, and
they will owe this chiefly to Michael
Davitt. The full measure of his service
will not be appreciated until twenty-
five or fifty years hence, when Ireland
has become prosperous and free.”’—The
Irish Standard,

THAT PALE TIRED GIRL.

She is in society, in business, at home,
everywhere you see her, but always
worn and fatigued. She hasn’t heard
of Ferrozone, or she would be perfectly
well.  How quickly it strengthens—
what an appetite it gives—what a glow
it brings to pallid cheeks! The nutri-
ment contained jn Ferrozone puts
strength into any body. Laughing eyes,
rosy lips, bright, quick movements, all
tell of the vitality Ferrozone produces.
Thousands of attractive, happy Women
use Ferrozone—Why not you? A box
of fifty chocolate coated tablets costs
fifty cents at any drug store.
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THE REAR GUARD

He strolls in to Mass at the “Sanctus,”
Or may be a moment before;

And lest he should bother his neighbors,
He drops on one knee at the door.

Good seats near the altar are vacant,
In fact there is room and to spare;
But why should he push himself for-

ward?
He'd be 8o conspicuous there.

He doesn’t look up at the alrar,
But keeps his gaze bent on the floor;

We notice him yawning a little,

" As though it all were a bore.

He squats for the last benediction,
And then, ere the service is through,
We look for him there in the back-
ground
And find he has melted from view.

8o strange! Now we fancied we saw
him
Last night at the vaudeville show;
It seems to us then he was fighting
To get in the very first row.

He must have been there before seven—
Oh, surely some minutes before;

He headed the line that was waiting
Outside the gallery door.

And, when the door opened good
gracious!
How active he was in the race
Upstairs, and then over the benches
And down to the very front place. -

My! how he applauded the singing,
And laughed at the jokes that were
. cracked; ' .

His eyes never leaving the foollights,
Transfixed till the very last act.

This can’t be the same man this morn-

ing, .

This slowest and dullest of chaps;

We must have seen some other fellow
Last evening—his brother, perhaps.

T. A. Daly.
In Catholic Standard & Times.
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Intangible Taxes in Texas

The pe-ple of Texas wonder why the
nation is so perturbed about regulat-
ing railroad rates. It is one of their
many distinctions that they regulate
not only the rates, but the railroads
themselves. Nor do they fear the
growth of the American plutocracy. “It
is just as easy to manage the corpora-
tions as to have the corporations manage
you,” say the legislators from the rice

fields, the ¢piney woods” -and the}

“llano estacado,” the bustling ecities
and the mesquitc grown ranges, and
even from “«the forks of the creeks and
the heads~of the canyons.” Indeed,
after; taxing every visible bit of cor-
poration property in Texas—and some
additional miles of roadrail that pro-
jected over the border—the last Legis-
lature, after deep and subtle thought,
somewhat hard to explain, but really
very enlightened, passed an “intangible
tax law.” This taxes all corporation

values that one cannot see or put.one’s |.

hand on.—The World’s. Work.

-Get your Rubber Stamps from The
Moore Printing 0o. Ltd., Comer Prin.

Maple Leaf
Renovating Works

‘PHONE 1382
Our New Address:

96 ALBERT STREET
Two Doors North of Marlaggi Hotel
OUR BUSINESS:

Cleaning
Pressing
Reparring
Altering and
Dyeing

LADIES’ AND GENT’S
CLOTHES

OFFICE 'PHONE RESIDENCE "PHONE §
413 %

Kerr, Bawlf, McNamee, Ltd,

UNDERTAKERS® SUPPLIES
Mr, H, Pelissier, having taken an
interest in this establishment, will
always be ready toanswer tothe call
of the French and Catholic patron-
age. This is the only establishment
in the Province having a French
and English speaking Catholic in
connection. Open day and night.
Services prompt and atteutive.

Office and Chapel.

329 MAIN ST. - WINNIPEG

- Open Day and Night

Why be Tied to a

Hot Kitchen?
USE A

GAS RANGE

and you have heat only where, when
and as long as you waant it.

Call and see these stoves before
buying.

AUER LIGHT CO.

215 Portage Avenue

Telephone 236,

co8s 8t. and mmd Ave.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Austin 8t., near C.P.R. Station
Pastor, Rev. A. A: CHERRIER.
SUNDAYS—Low Mass with
instruction, 8.30 a.m.
High Mass with sermon, 10.30 a.m
Vespers with an occasional sermon,
7156 p.m .
Catechism in the church, 3 p.m.
N.B.—Meeting of the Children of
Mary, 2nd and 4th Sunday in the

short

"{Month, 4 p.m.

WEEKDAYS-~Massesat 7and 7.30 a.m.
On First Friday in the month,
Mass at 8 a.m., Benediction at
7.30 p.m.

N.B.—Confessions are heard on Sat-

urdays from 3 to 10 p.m., and every

day in the morning before Mass.

C. M. B. A

Agent of the C.M.B.A. for the Pro-
vince of Manitoba, with power of at-
torney,Dr. J. K. BARRETT, Winnipeg
Man,

The Northwest Review is the official
organ for Manitoba and the Northwest
of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Associ-
ation.
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Catholic Club
OF WINKIPEG '
AVENUE BLOOK, PORTAGE AVE
‘ Established 1900
PHONE 1091
The Club is Iécated in the most
central part of the city, the rooms are
large, commodious and well equipped.
Catholic gentlemen visiting the city
are cordially invited to visit the Club.
Open every day from'1l a.m. to
11 p.m. : '
3. E. 0'Connor.
Prosident.

0. Marrin
Hon.-Sedretary.
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