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secured a single dollar's worth of new export trade>
and as a matter of fact was stili in no0 position to'
handie the trade, if it did corne, as the Union wharf
was without warehouses or railway connections. 'Al
this waiting tixne however, a constant agitation was
kept up in the Common Council and delegations froxu
that body were often on the road between Mont-real
and St. John.

In 1895 the situation suddenly changed. Almfost
Without previous notice it was reported on the streets
that the Beaver line, running out of Montreal would
make St. John its winter port if the governft of
Canada would guarantee a srnall subsidy to aid the
experiment, and the good offices of the city were
enlisted to secure for the Beaver line the required
subvention. St. John was very rnuch in earnest and
e'veryone was hopeful'that at Iast there was a brilliant
future ahead for the city, and that the -dreaml of sO'

*Many years before, that she should becomne the
"Liverpool of ,Arnerica" was on 1the eve of realizati:)1I.

*But there were stili obstacles to be overcome and,'
jealousies to be allayed.

There is something of romance in the way in which
winter trade through the port of St. John xvas brought
àbout. -It wiIbe remernbered that in 1894, 1the Tax
Redu.ction Association placed a ticket in'the field for
thie civic elections heàded by Mr. Géorge Robertson,
now, an M. P. P. for St. John, for Mayor. With twO
excptions the ticket was elected. Mr. Roberison as

preidet. f te Bad of Trade, had been one of the
most active and e nergetic members of that body,Iin pushing the intereets of St. John anid whený he

-becarne Mayor he di splayed the saine activity andenergy in the interests Of the City, that had character-i2ed him while actinig QulY in a quasi-official capacity.


