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assured her he was still living, which she was half-inclined to
doubt, she returned to her seat and her book by the fire. As she
was directed not to disturb him, and as his medicine was only to
be administered in the morning, she had but little to do, and the
succeeding two hours passed heavily away; she coutinued, how-
ever, to lighten them by the assistance of Mr. Pedan, and by now
and then crooning and gazing over the silent flickering progress
_of her_turf fire, till about midnight, as near as she could guess,
. the gentleman began to breathe heavily and appeared very un-
easy ; as, however, he spoke nothing, she thought he was perhaps
asleep, and was rising to go towards him, when she was surprised
to see a lady seated on a chair near the head of the bed beside
him. o

Though somewhat startled at this, she was by no means alarmed,-

and, making a curtesy, was moving on as she had intended, when
the lady raised her arm, and turning the palm of her hand, which
was covered with a white glove, towards her, motioned her
silently to keep her seat. She accordingly sat down-as before,
but she now began to wonder within herself how and when this
lady came in; it was true she had not been looking towards the
door, and it might have been opened without her perceiving it;
but then it was so cold a night and so late an hour, it was this
which made it so remarkable.

She turned quietly round and took a second view of her visitor.
She wore a black veil over her borinet, and as her face was turned
towards the bed of the .invalid, she could not in that gloomy
chamber perceive her features, but she saw that the shape and
turn of her head and neck were graceful and elegant inthe ex-
treme ; the rest of her person she conld not so well discern, as it
was enveloped in a green silk gown, and the fashion at that period
was not so favourable to a display of figure as now. It occurred
to her that it must be some intimate female friend who had called
in ; but then the woman had told her that no visitors had ever
comne before : altogether, she could not well understand the matter,
but she thought she would observe whether she went off as gently
as she had entered ; and for that purpose she altered the position
of her chair s0 a3.to command & view of the door, and fixed her-
self with her book on her knees, but her eye intently set upon the
lady in the green gown,

In this position she remained for a considerable time, but no
alteration took place in the room ; the stranger sat evidently gaz-
ing on the face of the sick gentleman, whilst he heaved and sighed
and breathed in agony as if a nightmare were on him. Nurse a
second time moved towards him in order to hold him up in the
bed, or give him some temporary relief ;-and a second time the
mysterious visitant motioned her to remain quiet; and unwil-
lingly, but by a kind of fascination, she complied, and again com-
menced her watch. But her position was a painful one, and she
sat so long and so quietly that at last her eyes closed for a noment,
and when she. opened them the lady was gone, the young man was
once more composed, and, after taking something to relieve his
breathing, be fell into a gentle sleep, from which he had not
awakened when her colleague-arrived in the morning to take her
place, and Nurse returned to her own house about daybreak.

The following night she was again at her duty ; she came rather
late, and found her companion alreddy muffled and waiting im-
patiently to set out. She lighted her to the stairs, and heard her
close the hall-door behind her ; when, ’on returning to the room,
the wind,. as she shut the door, blew out her candle. Sherelighted

" it, however, from the dying embers, roused up the fire, and re-
sumed, as before, her seat and her volume of prophecies. The

night was stormy, the dry crisp sleet hissed on the window, and

the wind sighed in heavy gusts down the spacious chimney ;
whilst the rattling,of the shutters, and the occasional clash of a
door in some distant part of the house, came with a dim-and hol-
low echo along the dreary silent .passages. She did not feel so

confortable as the night before ; the whistling of the wind through .

the trees made her flesh creep involuntarily ; and sometimes the
thundering olap of a distant door made her start and drop her
book, with a sudden prayer for the protection of Heaven. i

She.was thinking within herself of giving up the engagement,
and was half resolved to do so on the morrow, when all'at once
her ear was struck with the heavy throes and agonized breathing of

| her chargs, and, on raising her head, she saw the sande lady in the
green gown seated in the same position as the night before, Well,
thought she, this is unusually strange ; but it immediately.struck
her that it-must be some inmate of the house, for what human
being could venture out in such a dreary night, and at such an
hour 3—but then her dress: it was neither such as one could wear
in the streets on a wintry night, nor yet such as they would be
likely to have on in the house at that hour ; it was, in fact,, the
fashionable summer costume of the time. K

She rose and made her a curtsey, and spoke to her politely, but
got no reply save the waving of her kand by which she had been
silenced before. At length the agitation of the invalid was so
increased that she could not reconcile it to her duty to sit still
whilst a stranger was attending him. She accordingly drew
nearer to the bed in spite of the repeated beckonings of the lady,
who, as she advanced, drew her veil closer across her face, and
retired to the table at the window. Nurse approached the bed,
but was terrified on beholding the countenance of the patient ; the
big drops of cold sweat were rolling down his pale brow ; his livid
lips were quivering with agony ; and, as he motioned her aside,
his glaring eyes followed the retreating figure in the green gown.
She soon saw that it was in vain to attempt assisting him; he
impatiently repulsed every proffer of attention, and she again re-
sumed her seat, whilst the silent visitor returned to her place by
his bedside. .

Rather piqued at being thus baflled in her intentions of kind-
ness, but still putting from her the idea of a supernatural being,
the old woman again determined to watch with attention the ve-
treat of the lady, and observe whether she resided in the house or
took her departure by the main door. She almost refrained from
winking in oider to secure a scrutiny of her motions ; but it was
all in vain’; she could not remember to have taken off her glance
for a moment, butstill the visitant was gone. It seemed as if she
bad only changed her thoughts for an instant and not her eyes,
but that change was enough ; when she again reverted to the ob-
ject of her anxiety, the mysterious Jady had departed. .

As on the foregoing night, her patient now becarse composed,
and enjoyed an uninterrupted slumber till the light of morning,
now reflected from heaps of dazzling snow, brought with it the
female who was to relieve guard at the bed of misery. ’

The following morning Nurse went to the house of the physi--
cian who had engaged her, with the determination of giving up
the task in which she was employed. She felt uneasy at the
thoughts of retaining it, as she had never been similarly situated
before ; she always had some companion to speak to, or was ab
least employed in an inhabited house ; but besides she was not by
any means comfortable in the visits of the nightly stranger. She
was disappointed, however, by not finding hira at home, and was
directed to return at a certain hour; but as she lay down to rest
in the meantime, she did not.awake till that hour was long past.
Nothing then remained but to veturn for another night, and give
warning of her intention on the morrow ; and with a heavy dis-
contented heart she repaired to the gloomy apartment. .

The physician was already there when she arrived, and received
her notice with regret; but was rather surprised when she in-
formed him of the attentions of the strange lady, and the manner
in which she had been prevented from performing her duty ; he,
however, treated it as a common-place occurrence, and suggested
that it was some affectionate relative of friend of the patient, of
whose connections he knew nothing. At last he took his leave,
and Nurse arranged her chair and seated herself to watch, not
merely the departure but the arrival of her fair friend. As she
had not, however, appeared on the former-occasions till ‘the night
waa far advanced, she did not expect her sooner, and endeavoured
to oceupy her attention till that time by some other means. A

But: it was all in vain, she could only think of the one mysteri-
ous circumstance, fix her dim gaze on the blackened trellis-work -
of the ceiling, and start at every trifling. sound, which was now
.doubly audible, as all without was hushed by the noiseless snow
in which the streets were imbedded. Again, however, hér vigi-
lance was eluded, and as, weatied with thought, she raised her -
head with a long-drawn sigh and a yawn of fatigue, she .encoun-

tered .the green garments of her unsolicited companion. * Angry



