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assured ber he vas still living, which ahe vas balf-inclined to
doubt, sbe returned to bier sent and bier book by the lire. As she
vas direc' ted not to disturb bini, and as bis medicine was only to
be administered in tbe arning, she bnd but little to do, and the
succeeding two bours passed heavily aivay; she continucd, lîov-
ever, ta lighten tbem by tbe assistance of Mr. Pedan, and by nov
and then crooning and gazing over the silent flickering prograss
of lier turf fire, till about midniglbt, as near as she could guesa,
the gentleman began te breathe beavily and appeared very un-
easy; as, bovever, bie spoke nothing, sIte titouglit lie vas perbaps
asleep, and vas rising to go towards bim, vben site ivas surprised
to ses a lady seated on a chair near tîeaod. of the bad beside
him.

Thougli soinevbat startled at this, ah. was by no. means nlarnied,
and, inaking a curtiy, vas moving on as she biad intended, wbon
the lady raised bier arm, and turning the palm of bier band, wbicb
vas covered with a white glove, tevards bier, motianed lier
silently ta keep ber seat. She acoordingly sat down as before,
but abe nov began to wonder vithin herself boy and vhien*tItis
lady came in, it vas true sbe bad not.been looking towards the
door, and it migbit bave been opened vitbout bier perceiviug it ;
but then it vas so cold a night and so late an haur, it vas this
whicb made it so remarkable.

She. turned quietly round and took a second viev of bier visiter.
She vore a blark veil over bier bonnet, and as ber face vas turned
towvards the bed cf tiie..invalid, sbe could not in that gloomuy
chambar perceive ber features, but she saa that the shape and
turn of bier bond and îîeck vere graceful and élegant in the. ex-
trema; the rest of bier person ah. could not so veIl disceixi, as it
vas enveloped in a green silk gavn, and the fasbion at that period
wvas not so favourable te a display of figure as nov. It occurred
ta bier tbat it must ha soins intimate fainal. friand whIo bni called
la; but thon the voman had teid lier that no visitais had ever
coine before: altogetiier, she could not veli understand the natter,
but sbe tbougbt abe would observe vbather she vent off as gently
as sbe bad entered; and for that purpose sIte altered the position
of bier chair so as to co mmand a. viev of the door, and flxed bier-
self with bier book on bier knes, but bier oye intently set upon the
lady in the green govn.

In this position sbe rem-ainod for a considerable time, but no
alteration took place in the roon; the stranger sat evidently gaz-
ing on the face of the sick gentleman, vbilst hae beaved and sigbed
and breatlied ln agaony as if a nightinare vere on him. Nurse a
second time moved tevards hini in order te hold bini up ia the
bed, or give hini saine temporary relief ; -and n second time the
mysteriouj% visitant motioned bier ta remain quiet; and unvil-
lingly, but by a lcind of fascination, she complied, and again con]-
.menced bier watch. But ber position vas a painful ane, and she
.sat so long and so quietiy that at last bier eyes clcsed for a moment,
and when she. opened tItan the lady vas gone, the youing man vas
once mare composed, and, alter taklng something te relieve hid
breàtbing, hae feîl into a geptle aleep, fram vhicb ha lied not
awakened vben lier colleagueýarrîved in the marning ta take lier
place, and Nurse returned to lier ovn bouse about daybreac.

The' folloving night sbu vas again at ber duty; ah. camne rather
late, and found lier companion alreddy muflled and *,iaiting im-
patiently te set out. Sha lighted bier te the stairs, and board bier
close the baîl-door hehind bier; « when, 'on returning ta the room,
tbe vind,. as sIte abut the door, blev out ber candle. She-religbted
i%, bov!ever, froin the dying embers, roused up the fire, and re-
sumed, as bafare, lier sent and bier volume of prophecies. Tbe

rught vas stornîy, the dry criap aleet hissed an the window, and
th. vind sigbed in beavy guats dowa the spâcious chimney;
vhilst the rattîing,of the abutters, and the occasional clash of a
door ln some distant part of tbe bouse, came vith a dim and bol-
low echo along the dreary silent passages. She did not 'feeL sa
coinfortable as the night befare; the vhistling of the vind tbrougb
the trees made ber flash creep involuntarily ; and sometimea -the
tbundering olap of a distant door made bier start and drap ber
book, witb al sudden prayar for the protection of H1eaven. r

She. vs thinking vithini hersait of giving up the engagement,
and vas half resolved to do so an the morrov, vhen ah *at once
herear vas struck îuitbthe heavy thraes and agonized breathing of

hier charge, and, on raising bier head, she saw the sanie lady in the
green gown seatedin the same position as tbe niglht before. Weil,
tlîougbit she, this is unusually strange ; but it immediatoly.struck
hier that it must be some inmate of the bouse, for vbathuman
being could venture out ini such a dreary night, and at such an
houri--but tben bier dress: it vas neither such as one could vear
in tbe streets on a vintry night, nor yet such as they vould be
likely to bave on in the house at tbat bout; it wvas, in fact, the
fashionable summer costume of the tine.

She >rose aind made bier a cortsey, and spolce to bier politely, but
gat no reply save the waving of bier baud by vhicb sbe had been
silenced before. At length the agitation of the invalid vas go
increased that sbe could not reconcile it to bier duty to ait still
vhilst a stranger vas attending hlm. Shie accordingly drew
nearer to the bed in spite of the repeated beokoninga of the lady,
wbo, as she advanced, drev lier veil dloser across bier face, and
retîred to tbe table at the windov. Nurse approacbed tbe bed,
but vas terrified on bebiolding the countenauce of the patient; the
big drops of cold aveat were rolling down his pale brow; bis livid
lips were quivering vitb agony ; and, as hie motioned her aside,
bis glaring eyes followed tbe retreating figure in the green govn.
Sbe soon saw that it vas in vain ta attempt assisting hlm; b.e
impatiently repilsed every proffer of attention, and she s.gain re-
sumed bier seat, whilst the silent visitor returned to bier place by
bis bedside.

Ratbeé piqued at being thug baflled in bier intentions of kind-
ness, but stili puttipg frim hier the idea of a supernatural being,
tbe aId wivoan again determined ta wntcb vith, attention tbe re-
treat of the lady, and observe whetber she resided in the bouse or
took bier departure by tbe main door. Shie nîmost refrained from
vinking in order to secure a scrutiny of ber motions; but it vas
ail in vain'; sbe could flot reniember ta bave taken off bier glance
for a moment, but stili the visitant vas gone. It seemed as ifshe
bad oniy cbanged lier tbougbts for an instant and flot ber eyes,
but tbat change wvns enough; wvben sha again raverted to tbe ab-
ject of bier nnxiety, tbe mysterions lady liad departed..

As on tbe foregoing nigbt, bier patient nov became composed,
and enjoyed an uninterrupted alumber titi the ligbt of morning,
nov reflected front heaps of dazzling snow, brougbt with it the
female wbo was to relieve guard at the bed of inisery.

The following morning Nurse vent to the bouse of the pbysi.
cian vbo bnd engaged lier, witbi the determination of giving up
the task in which'sbe vas employed. Sbe fait uneasy at the
tbougbits of retaining it, as sbe bad neyer been siniilariy situated
before; ah. alwaya bad somes companion to speak te, or vas at
least employed in an inbabited bouse; but besides she vas not by
any means comfortable in tbe visita of tbe nigbtly stranger. She
vas disappointed, however, by not fanding bito at bomne, and vas
directed te return at a certain bour; but as she lay dova te rest
in the meantime, she did not awake tilt that hour was long past.
Nothing then remained but te return for another night, and gl.ve
.warning of ber intention on tbe morrow; and vitb a be.avy dis-
contented bearb she repaired ta the gloomy apartinent.

The physician wns already there vben she arrived, and reciived
her notice with regret; but was rather surprised wben she ln-
formed him, of the attentions of the strange lady, and tbe inanner
in which she had been prevented from performing bier duty; hae,
hovever,'treated it as n common-place occurrence, and suggested
tbat it vas some affectionate relative oi' friand of tbe patient, of
vhose connections bie 1mev notbing. At last bie took bis leave,
and Nurse arranged hier chair and seated berseif te watcb, not
mereiy the departure but the arrivai, of -lier fair friand. As she
had flot, however, appearad on the former occasions till 'the night
was far advanced, aba did not expeot bier sooner, and endeavoured
te ocoupy ber attention tilt that time by some other means.

But it vas all in vain, she could only think of the one niysteri-
Oua circuinstance, fix ber dini gaze on the blackened trellis.vork
of thé ceiling, and start a t evary triflig. sound, wbich vas now
.doubly audible, as aIl without vas husbed by the noiseless snow
in wbich- tbe streets were imbedded. Again, howaver, ber vigi-
lance vas eluded, and as, veaiied vith tbougbt, abe raised lier
head witb a long-dravn sigb ana a yavn of fatigue, sbe .enco.un-
tered the green garnienta of ber unsolicited companion. -Ângry


