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*)f there'a a hsle in 2’ your conts
~ 1 tedegyoun tentit ;
A chiel'samang you lnking notes,
And, fuith, he'll prent (¢,
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but 100 often unsteadybrains to holp the sufferers.—
Hete goes one man down stairs with a blasket and
a et of fire-irong in his hands; down through the
window on the honrds of the mob, another throws a
eet of chinn; sofns are despatehed without bencfit
of stairs, fenders are cautiously carried away bae
youd the scono of danger.—In one pluce n couple of
pounds of butter are cavefully deposited on n feather

FIRE! FIRE!!

I knew it; [ said it; I felt suce of it. By *“i¢” [
mean that I knew, said, and felt sure that on a par-
ticular night this weok, there would be a firo.  Not
that I bad any dreaw or other supernatural intima-
tion to that effect; I scorn the idea of premonitions
and- warnings by telegraph; but by a courso of
reasoniug much abovo the comprehension of ordi-
nary men, I cortainly bad aninward conviction,and
gave veut to an outward prognosticalion that thero
would bo a firo. Aftor reading about fifiy pnges of
Adam Bede, I folt inclined to surreader ta the close
siege Morplcus hud been kecpivg up for geveral
.hours ; 8o, after depositing my garments in quickly-
get-on-again-able osition, I jumped into my noc-
{urnal nest, end compozed wysell for sweet forget.
fulness. - The ten minutes I uzually devoto to sweet
remembrances of my angolic Maria had slapzed, and
her imnge was rapidly fadivg from (hewmontal sight,
when just as [ Lad anticipated, a guardian of the

night, in claworcus, if not sonorons sirains, gave
vent to the exclamation, * firet” Qrdinarily, I put
little nith in policemen, and bad it not bocn for the
confidonce I {lt in my prognostications, I should
not have heeded tho alarm, even from tho Dzputy
Chief. Iiknew, however, that my prapheey bad
been fulfilled, and bhasiily donning iny clothes I
cmerged iuto the sireet.  Barely glancing ata lum

jnous pillar of smoke 1 saw in the north, I grabhed
the rope of an cagine which overtook ms. 1L
was first, and intended to keep so; Ienn't gay
whetlier it was No, 3, or No. 2, or No. 6, but with a
suddenly arousod eathusinam, [tushed aloug franti-
cally with “the machine.”

But from doocways, over fonces und emerging

. frors Qark lunes cameo the half.clad rcsidoats till
the stream roceiving o tributary &t avery streel,
rushed round the corner to the scenc of destruction.
By this time tho sleepy constable had got to the
bells ond of course a3 thz policemen undor tho re-
form Ooancil always do, was ringing for St. Pat-
rick’s Waed instead of St. James'l—Now tho crackle
of the flamos buruta on the ear ; their reflection oo
the uplurned faces of the crowd, tho “ITeigl, heigh
of the oxcitod Sro-mon, the rattle of the water-carls
nud the bewildersd nud disorderly hagte of the auf-
ferers together, wind up ons's nerves o Lbo dare-
and-do-every-thing point in the mental (hermome.
tor. Dropping tno ropes of the engine, off 1 go Lhe
nearest domicile in danger: Up aud down stairs in
and out of rooms, rush eager men with rendy bands

hed, on another, a paper of flour is warily dropped
on a dematk covered chajr. A piano i3 well
sceatched with the gas-Gttings aud oil-paintings are
usod for carrying tea-sets. Erery.-body’s nerves
socm unstrang. Ono tells his friend that he's a fool
for removipg bis goods and: chattels, anotber
impenchos his wisdom for besitating to do so.

Yet how carnestly and vigorously everybody, ¢x-
cept  fow lazy louls, hurries and bustles kitbor and
thither to (be assistance of the sufferers ; even folly
and thovghtlessness are then pardonablo. Mean-
whilo, who 60 busy as the firemen? Rusbhiog cvery
where when danger points the way, with the branch
and the hook and the exe, unwenried as long ns
any darger is to be incuvred or anygood to be done
Tho untiring zeal with which they work, and the
wild eailor liko strain to wiich he brakes kecp
time, reconcilo you to the oceasional coarseuess or
foMly you have (o witness. But in the midst of the
oxcilement who does not conjecture whether the
heartles? 1monsters who have coolly caused tbe mis-
chiel which co tenny brave hspds aro tryivg lo ar-
rest, are standing amengst the anxious and oxcited
crowd, the ¢o0o), bardened and impenitent wit-
neases ot their own villany. Cun it be possible
that tho cick honslily dragpged from their heds,
the lozses which no insurance cau repair,
of precious family relies, ond  heir-looms, the
scholar's havd-earned ecllection of lore, the danger
voluntnrily incurrod by cvery omo around, aod
the dongerous excitoment which endangcrs tho
bealth and livesof the fair sed young, can it bo
pessiblo {bat =ll these sighls cauuot soften tho
honrte of 1ho inhuman raonsters who are (e autbors
of them all.

And ean v altogeiber forges the guilly supine-
neas end iportaess of o * riforined” Qouncil and o
reformed police, when no cfforts aro mado Lo arrest
the hends which & goading conscience can not stay.
Bat now the firo slackens, and darkneso drops ils
pall over all. OfF I depart (o my bed, keeping time
as 1 go, to the cound of the brakes, which still rings
ot the morning air, loaving (be uuforlunalo to
walcl till day, the wricked and decpoiled relics of
their lost homes, ’

It iy confidently reported that Siciner and Blou-
din clubbed togethor to yicld Toronto an’cutertain-
ment moro thrilling aud excitiog than it has ever

witnessed before, At tbe tiwo of the next balf
moon, Professor Steiner will mouut in his balloon

to the sntellite of our oarth, and attach to ono of

itshorns one cnd of arope, the other end of which

will be fasloned to & post insido of the-onclosure
near the Revero House. Blondin will then carry
to the moon and back egain any gentlersan willing
to pay 3100. Persons having bright red bair and
whitkers will be preferred, as these rubicund ap-
pendnges will be the moans of saving torch-light
and Bengal fire. Professor Steiner will carry pas-
songers buckward aod forward from lhe earth (o
tho moon, where Bob Moodioe will in due timo erect
8 comimodious saloon upor one of the wountaing
with the intention of retailing bad whiskey to Nara
and his jolly companions. Tho Professor was 8o
poorly remunerated last time, that be intends ma-
king a. etill more cntensive enclosure, round the
Revers House.  Ita Jimits will be the Don, the Hum-
ber, Hogg's llollow and the Bay. It will be 1,400
feet high, 50 that the balloon inay Lo out of eight
befors any stiogy people got a sight of it for nothing.
Aduittance four dollars. Noisy children doublo
price. Tho Professor has made the most extensive
arrangements for the accommodaiion of passevgers
having obtained permission to use Jones’ Omrnibug
as a car.  Baby jumpers will be suspended from all
parts of the balloon, for the amuscmoent of small
infacts. Dr. Workman bas appiied for the use of
the aeronaut's conveyance for the patieniz, as he
thinks that a trip to the lunar planct wsuld b2 good
for thew'  Steiner was o Jittle crusty and sareastic
about it when the Dr. made the request; hutthe
Dr. mado o pun which will render him famouy.to
the end oftime—*Nono of your /unar cauclic,” said
he. ‘T'he Toroute Cricket Clab will send a chal-
lesge to, the Lunar Clab, if there bo any snch as-
gocintion. Comymodose Hodder will writo (o know
if the lakes and 5032 of LLe moon contain anything

like the snmo amount of hydrogen nnd ozygen a9

owrs, besruse tho Yact Club intsnd taking o cruise

over thers some fine dey, if possible. He will also
espress a hepo (et they don't encourage cenire

board bonats thers.

Now that we dre fairly into the subject of the
noon, let us indulgoin a fow harmless specutations.
Wo baso now o fair oppostunily of comwunicating
with & hitherlo obscurely known plavot. Qursphere
of ncquaintence, seciety, commurce, wer, aud per-
laps rogucry, raseatity and vithioy is about to be
immensely extended. A Grawbler-Agency will be
established. ‘The wasto lnuds of tho planct will be
dicided into> DPark lots. Mcses R. Cumwmings will
set up o Bank thero in connaction with AMc-
Gaffsy. If circumstances turn out favonrably for
iuvasion and conquost, the Yorkrille cavalry will
go over per balloon, and tho Toronlo Field battery
will be stationad in tho high tower of tho Univer.
sity buildingy lo cover tho altack. = A petition must
bo made to tho homo government for the permis-
sion Lo apnex the moon to Onoada, bofors the Yane

Ieen think of seizing it. ‘Whon the moon becomes
an integral part f Onnnda, who will represont the

consiilnency ot Moonshine. Celonel Playfair ?



