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“In the city of New York, a
no worse const};ucted than a number of apartment houses
and other buildings in which people are gathered in this C.“?”
tookfire in broad daylight, with the result, that 160 girls
and other employees met a horrible death because offcrltr;;-
inal neglect on the part of the owners and some O €
officials in the city. :
Cause of Damage. 2

“Nineteen thousand six hundred and fifty-three fires in
three months by overheated and defective furnaces and
chimneys bear witness here of a similar carelessness and
neglect of inspection; and our records for 1910 as a whole
prove that while our protection for facilities in the shape of
fire apparatus and high water pressure, may so far have left
us free from widespread conflagrations, the lack of proper
preventive remedies and the exercising of common care has
caused the city of Winnipeg a loss of over a million dollars
in 1910, and for the first three months of 1911 half a million
dollars.

“With these figures and facts before us I think any sane
person will agree with me, that if we know there is a fire
while it is yet in its incipient state, we can avoid many of
these heavy losses. This has been my contention from the
beginning and was my reason for the introduction of the
automatic alarm system about two years ago, which since
then has proven its practicability and efficiency by stopping
five fires in their incipiency in 1910, and by another remark-
able stop on the night of the r1th, when about 1 o’clock a.m.
a fire started in the oil vault in Thomas Black’s warehouse
on Lombard street.

Might Have Been Heavy Loss.

“This fire would have been particularly disastrous if it
had not been -discovered in time, as it started among a
number of barrels of varnish in the basement of the build-
ing ; nobody was in the building at the time, but the auto-
matic alarm immediately sent in the call and rang the
outside gong so that the caretaker was awakened, but the
fire department was there before he reached the building.
The cause of this fire was spontancous combustion in saw-
dust soaked with oil, and but for the timely alarm, would in
a very few minutes have developed into a very serious oil
ﬁre.“I wish to state that I am not calling attention to this
for the sake of exploiting any particular automatic alarm
device ; but let the facts be considered as they are, and with

. iew it must be conceded that dt is time that all
o s e e S protect life and property wake up to the
whose duty 1t 1 ly be done by careful and constant

on ' y
;aocrtl; ::gttltlgftnf:rne talking will not accomplish anything.”

Total for first three months of year ig1i, $415,8709.

MR. FIELDINC AND PREFERENCE,

In answer to queries of Mr. Borden in the House last
week respecung the Canadian trade agreement and British
preference, Mr. Fielding said:—

“It has been intimated by many opponents of this
agreement, that on making it the government had taken a
step which would prevent them from increasing the British
preference. It was indicated, especially perhaps in England
that an offer of imperial preference was likely to be madé
to us and that this agreement would prevent us from ac.
cepting it. Consequently I have from time to time denied
that there is anything in this agreement to prevent us from
increasing the preference if we desire to do it. It was in
that sense that I sent the telegram to Lord Strathcona.

“I do not agree,’”’ continued® Mr. Fielding, ‘that
changes were foreshadowed .in that telegram. At the time
I introduced the agreement 1 said that it might be neces-
sary to make some changes. I repeat that statement to-duy.
But let me say at once that, if such changes are made, they
will be in small matters, and they will not include an in-
crease in the preference to 50 per cent. The farmers have
asked for free agricultural implements. We have told them
frankly that we cannot grant them that, and we are going
to persuade them that that is not in the best interests of
the country at present. They have asked for an increase
in the preference to 50 per cent., and we are going to tell
‘hem frankly that we cannot make that change, that the
manufactures of Canada cannot be carried on if that change
is made. We are going to say to them that by br-inging
in this agreement we are meeting their demands to a large
evtent, a~d we are going to ask them not to press that
matter, becavse it would be a disturbing influence, while
reciprocity will have no disturbing influence, but will work
for the gencral advantage of Canada.”
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Mr. A. B. Mitchell, of the head office staff of
Bank of Canada, who for the past few months has
sick leave in Scotland, will shortly return, f
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