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MUTUAL FIRE COMPANY'8 IN4 QUEiEC.

The accompanyiiig returns for the year ended August
31st, igog, have just been made by the Mutuai Fire Insuranoe
Companies transacting business in the Province of Quebec.

A TORONTO FIRE OFFICE IN TUE

"SEVENTIES."

!3y a FOrnwr Ocotipant.

[The following story, in happy and lighter vein,
wÎll be perused with interest, we believe, by those of
our readers wIIQ are able to spare a few Moments
from the continuai toil and round of buasiness occupa-
tion.-E4. M.T.]

Walking up Church Street from. King Street, a thing I
always like doing on account of the pleasant spot of green
furnished by the Cathedral grounids {alas, that we have not a
public square, any where in the business centre), 1 neyer
pass the corner of Court Street, without thinking of the lirst
time I saw it, between thirty and f orty years ago. It was
then the day of small things, the population of the city vas
nlot tbien a quarter of- what it now is. There were but two
Uines of horse cars, extending, one on Yonge'Street as f ar as
the Yorkville Town Hall, the other on Queen Street to the
Asylum.

The building which now forms the offices of the "Mone-
tary Times," was then owned andi occupied by the British
America Assurance Company, a very important institution,
though there are now agencies in Toronto that emnploy more
men than it then did. Under the manIagement of Mr. F. A.
Bail, the business of the company had a year or two pre-
viously been extended to the United States, which was con-
sidered very enterprising for a Canadian company. The
part now occupied as business and editorial offices was sub-
stantially what it is still, with the exception that there was
a semi-circular couniter which fronted the door, on one side
of which were the quarters of tjhe Marine Department, and
on the other the "Accounts» of the company.
Manager In a Glass Cupboard.

The manager's office was a sort of glass "cupboard,»
between the front office and the board room. By rising
slightly f rom his chair, the manager was able to obtain a
bird's eye view of the outer office, a thing vwhich he did, I
amn now disposed to fancy, rather more often than some oif
bis younger and more thoughtless subordinates suspected.
The board room was at the rear, a somewhat gloomy apart-
ment consecrated to the governor of the company, Mr. Peter
Paterson, and the meetings of the directors. The entire of-
fice was heated by a furnace ini the basement, of which more
.anon. The entrance to this basement was tby a trap-door,
which opeued precisely under the feet of the accountant, Mr.
John Evans, whose desk stood next the partition of the man-.
ager's glass "cupboard."

The building now used by the Monetary Times
mechanical departinent was flot then erected. There was,
however, a yard with a shed or outhouse, in which a hand
lire engine which belonged to the company and used at one
lime to attend fires on its behalf, was kept. It had, I was
told, been made in England, and been iuiported at great ex-
pense, which was considered very enterprising, on the part
of thec ompany, andi was a capital advextisement for it. I
remember the junior who first showed me this engine, say-
ing in an almost awcd whisper, that it 11had gun-nmetal
pumps. " It was afterwards sold to some country fire de-
partmnft.
Traldos to the EVII CoUruO.

As regards the personnel of the company, of course the
directors take lirst place. The board consisted of Peter Pat-

-- -nurnnr rétirpd hardware merchaxit, Joseph Ridout,
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