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*lessness in the use of gasoline so great, that the Chicago
Board of Underwriters b~as practically doubled its rates on
such risks. The occupancy charge for garages, fonnerly i
per cent. lias been mnade 2. *

4

Canada did well at the Firemen's Parade in Buffalo on
'f uesday last, where an extraordinary crowd of spectators was
gathered. Thorold carried off bonours for the finest hose,
ýcarriage; Merritton, for the best appearig and mnarching
ýcompany, and the Veteran Firemen's Association, Hamilton,
for the company with the best band.

So successful have been the efforts of the lire marshal
'bureaus of Massachusetts, Ohio, and several other State's, in
lessening the fire-waste in those States, that the Ainerican
Bar Association, meeting in Portland,. Maine, last week,
mnade the creation in every State of the Union of the office of
Fire M\,arshal one of its recommendations,

Nine-tenths of the tires in the United States are pre-
ventable, in the opinion of building commissioners and in-
spectors. Fireproof construction is the first step toward that
prevention. The tire wasîe in this country is appalling.
Millions are expended in actually fighting tire, but ail inves-
tigators of the causes believe that preventive uxeasures are
the only solution of the matter.-Boston Globe.

At Oli Orchard Beach, the celebrated Maine surnmer
resort, althougli it had sorne of the largest hotels on the
coast, the fire department had flot grown with the place, and
consisted orily of1 one sminal steamt lire engine and a hose
Waggon. No wonder that at the big fire which broke out
there last week they could do nothing effectua> and w.ere
obliged to send to Portland and Saco for help. Five large
and ten smaller hotels are burned. The loss is placed at
$400,000, and the assurance is only partial.

A A frightful charge is made against Pittsburg liremen
hy the East End Mantel and Tile Company, which announces
that it will sue the city for $75,ooo. The coxnpany declares
that in the course of a big fire in Pittsburg last week the
brigade deliberately gave their attention to other buildings
adjoiing, but made no effort to save its building. This,

ranged to discuss the following topics, whidx are ail prac-
tical :-Are shingle roof s in cities conflagration hazards? Is
fire prevention of more importance than fire extinguishment?
Fîreboat protection; extinguishing fire ia cellars and sub-
cellars.

Other subjects likely to be discussed are :-Faulty build-
ings construction;, a fruitful cause of the spread of îire and
loss of life; the duty of lire chief s to see that their respectivecities have a proper code of building laws, and a rigid en-
forcement of the same; proper building construction, to-
gether with important devices for tLhe prevention of lire and
the manner 'and xnethod of occupying buildings; lire. drill in
schoo]s; salvage work by departments; and the use of ex-
plosives to check conflagrations; the necessity an'd advan-
tage of large manufacturing corlcerns, mercantile establlsh-
ments, and department stores>c, organizing their epxploye5
and having them drilled daily as a lire corps.

ELEOT RIOITY ýANC PIRE DAMAGES.

WVith the. increased use of electricity for lighting and
power dangers are encounitered, which are unrealized by
those who are flot electricians. To-day every electrical man
believes in testing installations at full working pressure, and
even above, at the time the installation is made, and also at
regular periods afterwards. Sucli tests are regarded as
essential to economic installations, and as the best insur-
ance against a breakdown; while Goveruxuent departments
and many insurarice companies insist upon thern as essential
to public safety, and the lessening of lire risks.

Fires originating from electrical causes are generaily
deep-seated, owing to the position of the electric wiring in
dwellings, stores and factories, being often placed betweeji
ceiling and the wooden floor above. There was neyer any-
thing made that did not wear out, and electric wiring is no
exception to the rule.

It only takes a few minutes to make a test which nxay
reveal serious leaks, of electricity, and a leak once started
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