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A HEALTH BUDGET.

A humorous wrtier in an English paper
has compileda "health" budget bY ineans
of which the Chancellor of, the Excite-
quer mnight obtain a revenue of fr43,-
ooo,ooo a year. In the very forefront of
such a schcme, it is uirged, wouldý bc
placed the corset. The corset is said to
be the cause of consumrption, cancer, and
chronic dyspepsia, and a long Iist ot
other maladies. If, a. duty of five shillings
were collected on every corset sold iu the
country, there is no doubt that rnany
wornen would dispense with these
luxuries, and others would devise a less
harmnful .substitute., .Now, suppose that
an average of three corsets are sold
every year for tcd femtale over four-
teen, then there is a total sale of about
30,000,000 corsets. A duty of live shillings
on each would theèrefo>re bring in the
fine revenue of 17,5ooooo. The writer
goes on to propose a taic on silk hats, as
causing headaches and baldness; on
frock coats and niorning coats, as ,catis-
ing sciatica and lumbago. owing to, their
slit tails; on hîgh-lheeled boots, garterq.
vests open in the front, high starched
collars, criminals, slow railway trains,
and many other things more or less ini-
jutions to health,

-Uce Rastus," said the judge,
s(verely, "how didý you get those
chickens?" "Jedge," cried the prisoner,
'ýyo' wouldn't bh me gib up mah trade
secret, would yo', jedgp."
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MONTREAL MARKETS-

Montreal, April pth, 1902,

Ashes.-No Englis h demnand for ship-
rments by flrst out-joing boats has yet
developed, and business rules quiet.
Latest purchases of No. i pots were.at
$4.40 to $4.45, with little offering owin.g
to bad roads. The stock in store is
only about 5o barrels.

Cements and Firebricks.-The open
weather and re su mption of out-door
works bas induced- a little more demnand
for cements, but no large deals are re-
ported yet. Thse 14rbor Comnmissioners
are asking tenders-'for a 16,ooo barrel
lot, over which there will be somne close
figuring. We quote: Belgian cernent,
$x.go to $2; Germnan, $2.35 to $2,50;
Englisis, $2.30 to $2.45; Amnerican, $2.35
to $2.5o; Canadian, Beaver brand, $,.go;
Star, $2.2o; Silicas, $2,10; flrebricks,
$17,50 to $43.

Dairy Products.-There is a good job-
bing demnand for fresh creamery butter,
and as high as 23c. is aaid to have beeni
paid for somne fancy parcels. Stocks of
old goods are sad to be well cleared
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