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EX-PRIESTS AND ESCAPED NUNS.

ANTI CATHOLIC PLATFORM -
ORATORS.

A GLANCE AT THE ANTECEDENTS OF CHINI
QUY, BISHOP M NAMARA, ELLEN GOLD-
ING, MARIA MONK, AND OTHERS, WHO

* PREACHED AGAINST CATHOLICITY.

Among the tactica remorted to by some
sections of Protestantiam, for the propa-
gation of “ True Christian doctrines,” is

-the lecturing ex-priest. Anti-Catholic

zealote seem to look upon the ex-priest
or ex-nun as the very acme of weapons
for attacking the honor of the Catholic
Church. This weapon is invineible; with
it they delude themselves that they crash
through the ramparts of Catholicity, tear
down dozens of false doctrines and carry
terror into the heart of & church whose
ministers are at best but hypocrites.

This is their great mistake, there is
nothing so damaging to their own relig-
ion as the parading of fallen priests.

In every age there have been some few
—a very few—ministers of the ¢burch
who have deviated from the hard path of
righteousness which it was their duty to
follow., The worst of these, when de-
nuded of their privileges, have turped,
and by puny snappiogs and barkings
have sought to dismember the church of
conturies, But the rock of Peter, that
for nincteen centuries has witbstood the
surge of heresies and reformations, is not
likely to be shattered by the pnny
tirades of a malicions ex-priest. The
feelings which actuate a Catholic priest
to leave the Church and join the Protes-
tant faith, and the feelings which

. prompt & gincere Protestant to embrace
Qatholicity, are wide as the poles apart,
Tne one—the Protestant—embraces a
religion which will bind him to a definite
path of the airictest rectitude. The
other takes up a religion the tenets and
dogmas of which are of such a hazy and
nebulous character that they may be in-
terpreted to mean aoything, from the
verge of license to the extreme austerity
of the Puritan.

The Proteatant religion is a religion
made to suit every taste, & man may
choose those doctrines which suit his in-
clinations and cast aside the others. This
is very convenient in some cases, and the
reasons for ex-priests joining such an
amensble religion are obvious,

Of course these varying circumstances
oceasion & wide difference between the
deportment of converts to Catholicity
and of those 'to Protestantism. When
a good Protestant joins the Catholic
Church he does not spend his time
howlipg anathemas at his former co
religionists. No, he endeavours, first
and foremost, to become a good Catho-
lic, and being o, he becomes toler-
ant to thrse who belisve differently
from bimsel. A good Catholicisalways
tolerant—int lerance is 88 much » badge
of ignirunce in the Catholic Church as
in any other. .

What does the averapge ex priest do on
bhia “conversiom?? He immediately
coptracis to leciure at 80 much a night,
and so a8 to adquately imprees his audi
ence he condenses as much vileoess as
he is capable into a two hour's tirale
against the doctrines and religion in
which he formerly believed. In doiog
this he forgets that he lays himself open
to a charge of deep culpability in so long
continuing to be & member of a church
which he knew to be ‘ atrociously
wicked.” Of late years there have been
quite a number of ex-priests drifting
around like derelict ships in Canada and
the Upited States. There have also, been
quite a_ number of “escaped” nuns.
Very few of these so-called nuns have
ever been inside a convent, therefore
their somewhat lurid imaginations have
& good chance to exert themselves. A
little  enquiry into the antecedents of
most of the ex-priests and ex-nuns that
lecture in this country egainst Catholic-
ity may be profitable.

Among the escaped nuns who have
gained -& ‘sroall notoriety by their vile
and unwomanly tirades, are Margaret
Shepherd, who, recently, in » court of
Iaw, admitted to having served, in Eng-
land, a term of six months in'the com-
mon jail-for stealiog. She also testified
that in Ireland sbe gave birth to an
illegitimate child. This woman has, at
various times, lived under the names of
"Lonisa Probin, Louisa. Helen Wesley,
.Murs, Parkyn, Margaret Herbert, Louisa

—

Egerton, Mra. 8hepherd and Macgaret
Egan. After all thig she poses ag a mis-
used innocent, an esoaped nun, and pub-
lishes pamphlets of fictitious exposures
ot abuses in Oatholic convents,

Another brilliant atar among the es-
caped nuns is & Miss Ellen Golding, who,
after leaving & convent in France, was
tempted by some unscrupulous Protest-
ants to lecture against Catholicity. This
she did for some time with considerable
guccess, but the wind was finally taken
out of her sails by the following letter,
published by her own sister, who is &
Protestant, but happily, for the cauee of
justice, a very honest lady: —

“J] am not myself a Roman CQatholis,
nor have I any desire to favor them, but
for the sake of truth and justice I con-
sider the facts should be made known.
My siater joined an order in England,
and went abroad to a conveut at Calais
belonging to the same order. While she
was there I used to go once or twice a
year to see her. The nuns were always
most kind to me, and I uesually stayed in
the convent., * * % Tt is nonaense
for her to say she had difficulty in getting
outside the walls, She went abont the
town with me, and once when leaving
she came with me to the boat, and was
actually on board till the moment of
starting. I said to her: *Now, Nellie,
if you want to leave, you bave nothing
to do but to come slong,” but she refus-
ed. After leaving the convent she stay-
ed with us for six months and wanted
for nothing. She told me about her life
in the convent, but never said one word
about the poisoning or immorality she’
spenks of now, I am positive that if
there had been any foundation for these
statements, I would have heard of it.
Tne dark room she now speaks of is an
invention ; and as for the steel belt she
says they were forced to wear, she never
saw one in ber life until abe visited the
oftices of the Protestant Alliance.”

It was maembers of the Protestant
Alliance who induced her to lecture.
The furore created by such minor
renegades a3 Mre. Shepherd ot the mnul-
titudinous alizses, M ss Ellen Golding,
etc,, etc., dwindles into nothing when
compared with the intense excitement
created by the “ Awful Diesclosures”
of Maria Monk. A Mr, Hoyte,
describing himself as & minister,
of New York, persnaded Maria Monk,
who, according to her own mother's
aworn statement, was ocoasionally de-
ranged, to publish the bcok of awful
disolosures of convent life. Mre. Hoyte
used every persuasion in his power to
induce Maria Monk’s mother to swaar
that her daughter had been 1n the con:
vent of the Hotel Dieu, and it was, un
doubtedty, by his very material assist-
ance that Maria Monk’s book was pub
lished. Tnhe bock \mmediately, on its
publication, sold in tremendous numbers
and aroused the most intense resent
ment against Catholic institutions. Buat
very soon thers was evidence forth
coming to refute every statement in the
bovk, And now, nons but the most
ignorant of Protestants would give the
smuilest b-lief to its statements,

Among those who testified to the
utter untruthfulness of the book were
Maria Monk’s own mother, and some of
the leading Protestants of M ntreal,
who formned a cummittee of investiga-
tion. The last blow was given to the
work wheun the Rev. William C. Brown-
lowe, & prom:nent Protestant, csm1 oul
in the Protestant Vindicator and ad-
mitted that the whole thing was a
forgery. ’ .

Maria Monkled a dissipated life, and
her death was in keeping with it., Dal-
man’s Register (» New York publication)
of Qctober 9, 1849, says :—

“ Two months ago, or more, the police
book recorded the arrest of the notorious
but unfortunate Maria Monk, whose
book of ‘ Awful Disclosures” created
such excitement in the religious world
some yearssince. She was charged with
picking the pankets of & psramour in a
den nearthe Five Points. She was tried,
found guilty and sent to prison, where
she lived up to Friday last, when death
removed her from the scene of her
sufferings and disgrace.”

Among the renegade priests are ex-
priest Slattery, who is now lecturing
against Catholicity in the United States,
Mr. Slattery was expelled from his pas-
torate by Archbishop Walsh of Dublin,
Hia offence was repeated drunkenness,
Mr. Blattery was expelled, after his apos.
taoy, from the Baptist Brethren of Phil.
adelphia, and also from the Baptist uni-
versity at Oolgate. On one ocoasion the

‘Rev, Father Sla_.t.tery wag arrested In

Boaton for ¢ selling immoral and cbsoene
literature on the street.” An scoount

Bun.. .

Another notorious ex-priest, now dead,:
imed to have

was o:;e L”h{"n wl:pt od to Ao
once been a Trappist mopnk; I¢ 1
afterwaxde ascertained that he Bad been
merely & novioe in the orderand was ex-
pellsd for some misdemesnour. He
toured the States leoturing,.and was ar-
rested for some -offence in' Portage
County. During his trial be shot and.
killed Attcrney Mauley, who was

cuting him, and attempted to -kill the | Ro:

presiding justioes, for which action he
was sent to the State penitentiary for
life. While in that Institution he be-
came penitent, was received into the
Church by Father Dale, formerly of Fond
du Lac, and made & full confession and
retraction of all his charges against the
Church. He was afterward pardoned
and entered a monastery, where he died
80me years ago.

There is in the States one Rudolpb, an
ex-priest and anti-Oatholic lecturer.
This man, according to his own publish-
ed statement married his housekeeper.
It is not necessary to say any more about
nim, except that he was suspended by
Bishop Gilmour in 1881, .

“Bihop McNamara*is the self-im-
posed title of James MoNamara, one
the oldest ex-priests of the Statea, In
1879 Mr. McNamara started a new relig-
ion. There must have been something
wrong with this religion however, for it
fell to pieces in about two years, and its
disconsolate founder joined the Baptist
Church, into wbich he was received by
the Rev. Justin D. Fulton, of Brooklyn.
McNamara married a Miss Gilmour of
Brooklyn. Before his apostacy he was
& member of the Lazarist order and pas-
tor of & church at Raleigh, N. C.

The Rev. Mr. Obiniquy of this city, is
perhaps the most notorious of ex-priests
in America. Hia artioles on the confes-
sional published last year in the Mont-
real Daily Witnees were 80 vile that even
that bigoted organ was obliged for
decency sake to suppress the greater
part of them.

The following by Father Brune of
Haverhill, [owa, gives an idea of Chini-

-quy’s oareer :—

Father Brune says: “Ispent several
years in Canada. Isaw the place where
Chiniquy was born, visited various places
where he officiated as a Qatholic and
afterward & Protestant minister. Iam.
in posseesion of unmistakable proofs as
to Chiniquy’s life and character.

“Chiniquy was born in the town of
Kamouraska, Osnade, studied at the
seminary of Qnebec and was ordained a
priest in 1833, Hedistingnished himself
by his talents, as also by his great xesl
as & teetotaler. His auccesses and the
consequent honors elated him and cans
ed his fall. He became ocareless in his
duties and soon fell into sins of immoral-
ity. Inthe trial which followed it was
charged that Chiniquy bad been intimate
with a woman. Sept. 28, 1851, he was
suspended and deposed. He then left
Canada, and for several years loomed up
at various placesin Illnois, until the
Bishop of Chicago, having learned who
Chiniguy waa, suspended and depored
bim again, Nov. 20, 18566.- Bubsequently
Ohiniquy travelled to Europe to collect
money for a pretended seminary in @ni-
cago and his thirty promising pupils.
In 1862 his frand was discovered, that
he had neither seminary nor pupils; he
was accused of fraud and gross swindling
and rejeoted or expelled by the Protest-
ant Synod of Cbicago. * * * Fora few
years the Presbytenans managed to get
along with him, but soon he was acoused
of having equandered great sums of
money intrusted to his care. He waa
consequently rejected by the Presbyte.
rians, and wandered about, giving vent
to his anger against the Oatholic Church
;?ahhad expelled him for his immoral-
‘ y. . ‘

After the above it is very easy to un-
derstand why 8o little good ever comss
to_Protestants through engsging ex-
priests and nuns to promulgate true
obristian doctrines and tell the * Truth
about the Oatholic Church,” . -

Ll 0.

S——————
FANATICISIM ABROAD.

To the Editor of _I‘E—E-'inun Wimmss:

DEear SiB :—Just at present the hydro-
phobia of bigotry and fanaticiem seems
to hold in its grasp the notorigus advo-
cates of P, P, Aism. It appears, accord-
ing to & writer in the Slar, who styles

himself ‘‘Moderation” (and by the way

 ot.| tioe ia repdered to
this incident appeared in the New York

of | children of Catholic

‘age in matterarelating to history !

———— !

indeed). that, it jy.
: g the Oatholics of Miy;.
$obs, separate schools shall be abolighed
in Ontario.. One wonld think, forangth
thas ‘the -reverend ‘gentlemen of
Meihodist persussion ran everything iy
the country ; but can’t this be wor od
both waya? ‘What about having publig
schools in the Province of Quebeo with
only Oatholic text books and Oatholig
prayers st the beginning and end of the
Qlasses? Ob, imagine, air, the how! that
Would go forth, that the schools were
run.by Romanists and the Church of
e,

_!ery.._modihte heis

m
According to Arch. M- Goun, jr
the sarticle in the Star,the thﬁotinci
ought to be satisfied with whatever
huaks are thrown to them. Why, indesq
should we demand anything ? !

Do not the Catholics of the connty
contribute their share toward the tres.
sary, and consequently are they not with
all sense of reason entitled to their ahare
in the distribution? If they are notto
have their own schools let them not bs
asked to pay the school tax for other,

The truth is, Mr, Editor, that they arg
seeking, by every possible means, tg
orush the Catholic Church, and thess
bright luminaries of the 19th century
imagine that they can do it by prevent.
ing separste schools, in which the
parents  will be
tanght the creed of their fathers,

is indeed the time for Catholics

to stand shouider to shonlder and lend
their sympathies in every possible way
to the Ministry of Muinitoba., Their
grievanoces are ouxs, and it is our duty,
one and all, to see that justice is meted

out to them.,
A SYMPATHISER,
Montreal, March 9th, 1895.
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A FRIENDLY ORITIC.

To the Editor of THE TRUE WITNESS:

.. Bir,—I was once asked to explain how
it was that Protestanta were so munch .
better than Catholica. In reply I told
my questioner the little story about
King James the lat of England and the
would-be philosopher who wanted to
know why a live fish put into a bowl of
water did not increase the weight. Some-
body suggeated the advisability of testing
the accuracy of the statement, which
benig done, there was no need of expls:
nation, as the assertion was found to be
untrue. My friend, applying the story
to himself, acknowledged that be had
not verified bis data, and the sought for
explanation was adjourned * sine die,”

1 had almost forgotten our converss
tion when your allusion to English
ignorance and * English _Catholic's” re
ply recalled it to my mind. I, too,am
an Eggish Catholic,but your remarks did
not wurry meany more than the remarks
of the philosopher, in the story above
referred to, worried the fish, The fish
weighed his full weight all the time,
though the philosopher did not know it,
and f was content to know that the same
waa true of my countrymen. Like the
old lady who, being told by her minister
that I er son was ‘s bad wee boy,” re
plied : * Thank God, there are agr.esg
many more boys far worse than he ig,
I may nave been conaoled by the thought
that, while there is beyond question
a great deal of ignorance, and worse than
ignorance, in * Derkeet England,” 118
unfortunately too true that ignorance
and vice are too prevalent in every
country on the face of the earth.

I bad the homor of liviog about ten
years in the vicinity of 8andy Row, Bel-
tast, and-while 1n that oclassical locality
learned many scraps of history which
wonld never have reached my ears ass
mere Eoglishman in Eogland, Amoog .
other thinga I was credibly informed
that the battle of the Boyne lasted
twelve days—from * July the first ab
Old Brldgetown,” to the memorable
Twelfth, when victory finally declared
against “ Brass money, wooden shoeé and

, .

Po & .
ﬁg?rr, here was & remarkable fact which
had éntirely escaped the motice of out
English historians and teachers, or b
been deliberately ignored by them, like .
that other, equally well authentica
fact, that it was “ Bill Adams as won the
battle ¢’ Waiterloo.”
No wonder we are &

little behind the :

When I subscribed for THE TRUE Wi j
NEsg (this is my first_year, but I hope uz ;‘
renew whenthe year expires) I did no ;
expeot very much. I had animpresalos

‘and-I-still have the im‘gression, that :1;:
financial condition" of d

hie paper doet RO |



