-, THE “TRUE "WITNESS' AND{*CATHOLIC "CHRONICLE. . .

St

[wr

1E

ARKOF ‘THE BEAST.”

‘An _Able Desgertation 1. Answer to

- Prof. X. of Montreal-Something
. " - Worth Careful Reading.

" The old interpretations of the passages
ooncerning the ‘*‘Scarlet Lady,” the
" Baagt,” * Antichrist,” etc., which—
-when no better excuse could be found
for expelling the House of Stuart from
the throne of England,—were, for politi-
cal purpoges, blasphemously quoted
against the Mother and Mistress of all
Churches, have lately, and singularly
enough, now that the political purposes
whose turn they were then made to
serve exist 1o longer, been revived by
some of our Protestant neighbors of the
good-city of Montreal, and notably =o
by Prof. X Whether impelled by ocur-
iosity, or whether urged by that taste
-fér the abeurd which forme so leading &
trait in the character of our own times,
large crowds have formed the audiences
on those occasions, a8 we read in the
newspapers, and have listened with mor-
‘bid relish, as their plaudits snfficiently
show, to the worn out old profanities
which the heat of party feelings, if not
als0 religious animcsities, might once, if
not have exoused, at least have ac-
counted for. But now that the doctrines
of the Oatholic Church are 80 well-known;
that her system of education is so well
appreciated; "that her labors in the
noble cause of civilization are ao uni-
versally acknowledged ; that the morality
of life which she inculcates is so gener-
ally felt as a social blessing, it does seem
strapge that these old follies should have
the hardihood to show their faces once
more. - It may perhaps be the last flicker
of the uprising torch. Let us hope it is.

There i one blessing, however, that
we have not bappily seen revived: It
is that which stigmatized the Loving

Cross of Lord Jesus Christ as the *“ Mark
of the Beast.” Scarcely, when every
edifice calling itaelf a Christain temple—
even though it be of the most Puri-
tanical stamp—is now surmounted by

the Blessed Sign, could the most bard-

~ ened of the hardened have darsd to
trample on the universally-revered
symbol of Christianity. - Our preachers
of the class of the Joseph Cooke and
company must sacrifice the consistenoy
of their blasphemies to the needs of

popularity, at least, to this extent, .

. As to the * Mark of the Beast”. itself,
it is pretty clear what ii is, at least in
the moral order. We ¢all a drunkard a
beast, not, indeed, as it has been wittily
remarked, becauee beasts are addicted to
the use of gpirituous liquors; but be-
cause such indulgence dethrones that
reason which alone, in the intellectual
order, clevates man above the brute: his
actions are no longer those of the man :
he wills to walk straight, but he stag-
gers in spite of himself; he wills to
speak coherently, but his apeech is thick
and disordered. These involuntary ao-
tions resemble those of an animal; not
because an animal is disorderly in hisgait,
‘or in the eounds it emits, but because
they are not the actions of that free will
which copstitutes man & human person.
They are the “mark of the beast” that
is in ua. Bo every passion— violent or
gentle—has its appropriate mark : anger
has its frenzy, its foaming and its pallor.
Bloth, its' yawniog and its nodding; and
we may notice here that there are
‘" marks of the beast” in all involuntary
bodily convulsions. We nse the word in-
voluntary, not because we. believe that

. the goul can never, even after years of
self-control, obtain such mastery over
the body a3 to be supreme mistress of all
the actions of the letter; but beczuse,
although this is the true destiny of man,

- yet so few attain to it, that even though
distinguisbed for the opposite virtue,
‘and united to the Divinity ot His grace,
the marks ‘of involuntary ‘passion atili-

. perlurbe the hddy genmerally until -the
-end of life. Sois it related that a gallant
officer in the Revolutionary war never
could go into an engagement without ex-
cessive trembling, “ Why, you’re afraid,

. Colonel!"” exclaimed ' an - impertinent.
young subaltern. “ Yes, air,” was there-
ply, * and if you were half as much afraid
‘88 Jam, you wou'd run-away.”  ‘The man
was most brave and cdourageous, and had-

. been'so for many years ;'but the.beast was'

- till'sixong. ‘enough in:him to make him

: tremble,‘although not'to  make him' run
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ot

‘odious attacks made by the Re

self supreme - ruler, over all the facultie:
which the great Oreator has .formed: for.
her use, whose ‘personality is concerned:
in the lifting of a finger, or the blinking
of an eye. It.is & perfection which
makes us tremble from. its very sub-
limity; and yet it i8 not an impossibility:
It is what we must all- aspire to who

have heard the words: “ Be 'ye perfect,

an your heavenly Father is perfect,” or
.who have-trembléd (and who among the
reflecting have not!) at the * strict ac-
connt” to be given, one day, for “every
idle word.” It is what .some men—the
Saints—have actusally reached! ...

The mark of the beast in the purely
manral order being convulsive and in-
voluntary bodily action. why should we
look for any other mark in the religious
order? We find, by a little attentive ex
amination, that it is the mark of all false
religions. To begin with paganism ; io
wbat do we find religions exercises
among the heathens chiefly to consist ?
in the consultation of the divinity by
.means of oracles, and in the celebration
of mysteries, such as the Eleusinian, ete.
In both of thess we find the mark of the
beast. The oracles given’ by Apollo at
Delphi were conveyed to mortals, as is
well known, by the instrumentality of a
woman in -a furious state of con-
valsion. A mere allusion to the
Pithia, #0 well known to every
classical student, iz sufficient hers;
we need only remark that all oracular
responses partook of the general charac-
ter. Even the gentle /Eneas, inquiring
the future of the yet more gentle Hele-
nus found himself “mullo suspesum nu-
mine; * and the frenzy of the valis was
something more than the mere imagina-
tive excitement of the Roman poet.

If, granting that fury ‘was naturally
the characteristic of the orgies of Bac-
chus, drunkenness cannot be pleaded as
the cause of the disorders perpetrated by
the votaries of Ceres, on what was called
the “Torch-day” of the Eleusinian Myste-
ries. In fact, all the mysteries of what-
ever divinity—Isis, Mithras, Cybele, He-
cate—had convulsions as a part of the
initiation ceremonies. Less clagsic pa-
ganism bore the same character, and yet
Baal answered them not.

Modern paganism, among the races of
Aasia, Africa and Americs, places also its
religions act in bodily perturbation.
Witness the votaries of the loathsome
gods of Hindoostan, dancing with skew-
era stuck throngh the muscular portions
of their limbs. Sae the fetish worship-
ers of Africa executing the antics of in-
sanity in honor of the bundle of.sticks
which they suppose to be the residence
of the Supreme power. (hserve thesim-
ilaxr performances of the Madicine-man
of the North American Indians. Con-
sider all, then, and say whether the con
vulsive state is not the constant and
essential mark of heathen-worship.

Witchoraft, which is, indeed, only
paganism in a blacker and more occuit
shape,a more direct and explicit worship

more prominent form. From the witch
of Endor, the witohes of New England
in the colonial times, to the spiritual
medivms of modexa times, convalsion is
the sine qua non of divination.
Muhomestanism has neither prieats nor
altars, It is rather the service of the
world and the flesh than of any object
of religions worship; but it has its ‘de-
votees, -though they be few. The ao-
counts we have of the-dancing dervishes
do not permit-us to doubt that the ex.
traordinary, and oftentimes astounding
and revolting, phenomena -they exhibit
are. those of pure bodily convulsion
oansed, in all cases, by excessive mental
‘perturbation, = -~ . - . .
. And now we have come to & delicate
part of our essay. What if our fellow-
citizens in Protestant communitiesshould
find in some of the religions prevalent
umoung them the indisputable mark of
the beast ? Our liberal friends of the
-various Protestant . persuasions—with
very few exceptione—have often ex-
pressed themselves so much - ashamed of
the epithets hurled against the Qatholic
Church by .their forefathers of a lew
generations past, that it is hardly polite
to. show them where the mark really is.
Politeness generally ranks herself under
the -amiable’ banner. of . charity; but

-when oharity requires that truth should

be told,'and politeness rebels:againat the-
requisition, muet:.we’ follow the- rebel ?
Besides, the late; most uniwarrguted &n

of demons—bears the same mark ina

 of perfection.”

stances, stooped to pick up the fragments
of 'what she has destroyed, and put them
together in some strange and novel form
‘to-gratify the religious instinct' of the
nations whom she has deceived. And
whenever we find any form of positive
religinh among Prntestants, there also do
we find the convulsive state

: Some, a8 the Shakers and Q 1akers, de

rive their very name from this bodily
perturbation. Others are only spasmoadio
on occasions—at revivals, camp-meetings,
etc. ;1 but all agree in blasphemousy

attributing those irregular, involantary.
unseemly, unkoly nervous twitchings
apd gaspings to the influence of Him
whom the True Church ianvokes 8s the
“Spirit Cresator,” the Holy Ghost—the
God of calmness, serenity and peace. .If
they blasphemed once in calling the
cross of Christ the mark of the beast, is
their present blashemy less in calling
these the real marks of the beast, the
workings of the Holy Spirit ?

" Reason is the legitimate governing
power—the Viceroy, we may say, ap-
pointed by the Supreme Ruler to hold in
check the passions and the animal man.
When these become too strong for her
authority, and rebel, what should the
Viceroy do? Sesk aid from the Supreme
Ruler. And what will the Supreme
Ruler do? Will He descend into the
province for the purpose of giving His
faithfal Viceroy up to her rebellious sub-
jects, to be led captive, maltreated and
put in chains? Yet that is how our
separated brethren represent the action
of the Holy Ghost, who, they say, des-
cends into the human soul for the pur
poge of dethroning reason, throwing the
faculties into disorder, turning the
princely power of speech into inarticu
late howlings, and subjecting the body
to the contortions of insanity.

- But far different is the true action of
the Creating of Spirit. When He des-
cends into His creation all is harmony
and grace. That order, which is eaid to
be * heaven’s firat law,” is re-established;
reason is re-instated in her legitmate
sathority—the passions lie prostrate at
her feet. The tongue is her faithful
servant, and sings in gerene, holy and
ennobling strains the praisese of the
Creator, The body iz composed and
decorous in all i’8 posturas ; & sanctity
clothes the human_ personality well
described by America’s favorite poet
Longfellow, in bis portrait of Evangeline,
the Acadian sweetest maid :

“Butba c:lestlnl brightness, a more ethreal

eauty

#8hone on her face, and encircled her form,
when, after confession,

‘““ Homeward serenely she walked with God’s
benedlction upon her.”

-

Compare this portrait,—no mere crea-
tion of poetio fancy, for Longfellow saw
it realized, more than once, if his steps
ever led him past the portals of a parish-
church on a Saturday evening,—zompare
this portrait, I say, with that of & howl-
ing Redfield, or Sankay or Moody, and
aay in which do you see the fruit of the
Spirit, which are manifest : “charity, joy,
peace, patience, longanimity, goodness,
benignity, mildness, modesty,” and the
rest. But let us take & more perfect pic-
ture of a more perfect character. Lst us
hear what St. Bernard tells us of one of
Erin’s greatest and loveliest =aints, St.
Malachy : * For to be silent about his
inner character, the beauty, fortitude
and purity. of which were sufficiently
shown by his manners and life, hé gov-
erned his exterior always in one and the
same way, and that most modest and be-
'comir:ig ; 8o that nothing whatever ap-
peared in him which could offend or
‘startle  the beholders. .. ,~” But in
Malachy, what man ever watching bim
very narrowly, could perceive, I will not
say merely an idle word, but even an
Jdle gesture >—When was he ever seen
to move hiand or foot without a purpose ?
‘When was aught disedifying reen in his
gait, his aspect, his manner, or' his
countenance ! Everythiog™“in him was

very criterion of virtus,.

4 the very form
. Wuch “are the effeots of the iﬁﬂivellihé
of the Holy Ghost in-a sonl not only

‘passively sabmissive to His-inspirations,
‘but actively -co-operating with Hiagrace,
-and. succeeding at: last in:'absolutely
|-effacing the mark:of ‘the heart
|:not'- the' faintest irace "of ‘it remains.
’| Suoh is; tha-Ch: ]

eari; 8o that

-Christian petfection-to which-
- 1 ire—the fulfilment of onr:

with moeh
the ancient -

egation rather thsn a religion;-but|p
:gince the human heart must have a re-
ligion, Protestantism has, in several in-

under discipline, everything was the|.

celuding: the.|:

philosophers, with thei bouted-éii;ﬁi?:
1ty of soul, could never have dreamed in . .

their mild speculations on the possibili- -

ties of human perfection—bare meta-
physical pos-ibilities to thiem but imade -
moral poesibilities and glorious realities
by the all-sufficient and all-efficient grace
of God, flowing through its_established
channels in the Holy Catholic Church.

" One objection remains to be answered :
Do we not find the saints canonized by
the Catholic Church, often represented
as carried nway by ecatacies, raptnres,
trances, in which the functirns of reason
and speech are suspended, and which
are, therefore, comparable to the parox-
ysms just mentioned as found in other
denominations? We answer that these
ecstacies and raptures neither destroy
the empire reason over the other facul-
ties, nor suspend its functions’ The
reagon is ocoupied, st these times, in acts
of praise and adoration—conscious
acts, meritorious ' acts; and con-
sequently, acts of the free will. If it ap-
pears dead to exlernsl things, it is be- -
cause it has an opportunity of absorbing
iteelf in the contemplation of things
far more worthy of its attention. In
this. it makes a reasonsble preference—
it showa itself by _its action. As for the
lower facuities, they are still under its
dominion—never more so. The body
may be lifted into the air; but far from
any indecorum in its postures, and stiil
further from the nervous twitch-
ingg and oonvalsions which we
have called the marks of the heart,
its dignity and beauty are wonderfully
increased. A holy calm reigns upon the
countenance ; joy beams from the eyes ;
and if the functions of the tongue are ex-
ercised it is not howlings or in inccherent
words, but in the eweet and barmoniously
modulated praises of the Spirit who “for- -
titer, suariterque disponens omnia.” Nor
are the exterior virtues forgotten or ne-
glected, much less discarded : if a vow of
obedience binds the subject of these ec-
stacies, the command of a Superior is
sufficient to call it inatantly from the
most absorbing rapture to the perform-
ance of some,—perhaps menial, duty, as
has been shown by nun erous examples.
Who, understanding ri%hl.ly the character
of these rapiures, could, for & moment,
consider the comparison of them with
the yellings and the contor.ions of false
reli%ions as anything but profane, to say
the leaat ? :

Le me conclude, young gentlemen, by
summing up my thesis concerning the
true mark of the beast in a few words :—

1, The mark of the beast consists in
those outward bodily signs by which the
animal nature of man shows iteelf in op-
position to reason. : :

2., The mark is found naturally in all
men by reason of original sin,

8. It is fostered and intensified into the
convulsive state by false religions, of
which this intense form of it properly
becomes the distinguishing mark.

4. It is effaced by divine grace entering
the soul by channels established in the
Holy Catholic Church. ..

5. It may be completely obliterated
by the oinstant and sedulous co-opers-
tion of the soul with divine grace in the
state of Evangelical perfection.

6. It is permitted, by Divine Provi-
dence, to appear more manifest in some
than in others; as, for instanoce, when it
is said “God set & mark upon Cain,”
which mark, according to the universal .
tradition of the Jews, and the‘opinion of
the Christian commentators of the Holy
Soriptures, was a oonvulsive trembling
of the body. S .

It is, perhaps, made more manifest in
those forms of hurry which are most ge- |
ductive to the intellectual man, that
their true character may be revealed ;
hence’ the amazing convulsions which
followed the adherents of Jansenism and
its outbreak. Lo R
By REv. JosePH CARrIER, C.8.0.

: . 8t Laurent College. -
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‘TESTING HIS HONESTY.
Your druggist is honeéat, if, when you
ask him for a bottle of Scott’s Emulsion,:
he gives you just wbat you ask for," He:
knows {his is the best form in which *
take Cod Liver Oil.. ..~ '~ - ..~
.- Your visits remind me_.of the gr
of a sucoessful. newspaper,’ said
:Jabéz, leaning his chia on his can
glanciog - at” William "Henry;xWho3ws

sweet 6n: Angelica: £ Why 8o
yi “Well, they.¢

William Henry.
as & Woekly, gre
‘have now-beca
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