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CHRISTMAS AGAIN.

Once more it is our blessod privilege to
colebrate the balivity of our Saviour. Once
more wa take our places among the millions of
redeemed and rejoicing worshippers whom the
Christmas sun, as it journeys round the earth,
awakens to the glad tiding of a Suviour born,
The message comes afresh 1o us, * Unto youis
born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.”

Onco more we gather within the walls of our
churches, as the wondering shopherdd went to
Boethlehem, to see this thing which is come to

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto
us. We hear the wondrous story, so simple
yot 80 complete, of the Saviour’s coming to
carth, Intho few brief verses of St. Luke's
Gospol which the Church has woll chosen for
the lesson of Christmas morning, we sce the
Roman laws ard the Romau authorities uncon-
sciously ordering the fulfilment of the old Jow-
ish prophecies by compelling Mary and Joseph
to jonrney to Bethlehom to be taxed. Wo seo
them enter the town with the multitudo bont
on tho same errand with themselves, and toiling,
pushing on, through the thronged and erowded
streets 10 that inn where there was no room
for Mary the mother of Josus, But ero tho
morning comes, a multitude of the heavenly
host aro singing “Glory to God in the
bighest,” and tho mother is laying in the
manger her first-born Son, wrapped in swad-
dling clothes.

Ob, it ie a precious thing, yeur by year, thus
to study ancw these externul earthly foatures
of the Son of God taking to Himself our human
nature, and from these cxtornals to pass to the
grealer fact which is clothed in them !

Who would be without such aday as this!
Whois there that, celelrating assiduously his
own birthday, will yet refuse to mark ‘with
thanksgiving, and holy services, and joyful
festivilios, the coming of the Son of God !

Thore is, there could be, no greater 1eason
for thankfulness than this coming of the Son of
God, whether we consider, on the one hand, the
greatness of the bunelit conferred on us, or on
the other hand, the greatness of the tho gitt
and of the love which proaptod it. “ God so
loved the world that He Gave His only: begotton
Son,"  Waa there over love likothisl Was
there ever gift like this, that God should
give is only begotten Son! Was thero
evoer love like this, that the Father should
give His woll beloved Son! that the Son should
willingly empty himself of His glory to take
upon Him.our weak buman nature! It is a love
which passeth man’s understanding, It is an
infinitelovo. It is the majesty of God seoking
for u gift which shall be worthy of His dignity
and houor, and finding nothing thus worthy
but Himself. Tt is the love of tho Father
towards us, endoavoring to kindlo in us a love
toward Him. It isthe Son willingly offering
Himself, that He might come to us to draw
and lead us, His younger brothron, unto His
Father! Was ever gitt of love like this ? Angels
to whom no such love had ever been shown, no
such gift beon given, shouted hosannas at the
descending of the Son of God to enrth, and
shall we not welcome Him with loving hearts ?

# Blessod be the Lord God of Israol, for He
hath visited His people.”—The Churchman.
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CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE.

—

It is the peril of every day of commemoration
that it may outlive the thought according to
which it was instituted. This was true even of
an event 8o full of intense national memories as
the exodus from Egypt. There would come a
time, the Holy Spirit foresaw, when the young
would ask of the old, * What mean ye by this
service 7"’ and when it would be needful to turn
to the solemn and sacred scrolls of the Law to
explain the reason and to revive the motive of
the puschal feast,

Thoere is 4 vast difference in the manner of
the Christmas observance in this land between
the past and the present. Instead of being the
care of a few who represented one or two
religious bodies among many, and who held
their festival amid the wondering of carping
comments of the majority, Christmas has now
become a nationul holidey. Hardly a pulpit
but has something to say in its honor. More
than one of those denominations which are
bound by no rubrical provisions to do so are
opening their doors and instituting services, It
would scem as if the danger above spoken of
weroe very fur from the present day. Yei thero
is dangor that the central thought, the coming
of Christ to be born of a virgin, the taking of
man’s nature by the oternal Son of God, may
be obscured by the accessories and lighter
thoughts of the day.

Itisonly iu a religious truth,and thata central
truth, thut an observance can permanontly
find root. Not as an Trglish festival, nor as a
merry household season, not because of litera-
ture and pootry and graceful custom, but as
the day of the Incarnation, will Christmas have
a continuing life. The outward observance iy
needed to koep fresh the doctrine, but the
doctrine must conlinue to warrant the
observance. It fuith in Christ bo lost, the day
will not restore it. If the day be blotted out of
the calendur, such is buman nature, the
doctrine will be in dangor of fulling into obscur-
ity. This bids the Cunucrch boch to keep this
great day of commemoration and thanksgivine,
and to so koep it as to romember why it 13 kept.
The religious thought must overtop the social,

It is sometimes said that the Christmas com-
munion is not fully attended borause of family
und sociul hindrances, This ought not 8o to be.
It is one of those day when every communicant
not hindered by sickness ought to try to be
presont, and all other cares and duties of the
day should bend and give pluce to this,

Doubtless this is 8o in many placos, but uot
everywhere.—The Churchman,

THE UPLIFTING IN THE NATIVITY.

In tho coming of Christ humanity was lifted
heavenward, There was in it a new life, 2 new
joy and inspiration, a new hope combined with
the power to realize, What some underlying
force is to the upheaval of a continent,such was
the coming of tho Messiah to the uplifting of the
race. A Divine life came behind it and entered
into it, A Divine Person was conjoined with it
and ceused it to be reempowered ; o divinely
human Saviour put it upon a new and helpful
and triumphant carcer. There was a lifting

out of durkuess and sin, out of sensuality and
earthliness, out of bondage and feur, out of
poverty and joylessness, out of mortality and
migery. A new life combines with the life cor-
rupted, & new power qualifies and invigorates
it, a now hope animates it, a heaven before un-
known becowes the object of man’s desire and
longing.

And what Christ in His coming did, the

Church, through Christ, is in its sphore to carry
on, It cannot, indeed, as Christ did, combine
humanity with Divinity ; it cannot transform
and Jift it unto the life of God ; but it isto be
the great power in tho world by which, through
Christ and the Spirit, the fall is to be arrested,
humanity recovered and set upan the high plane
of the Divine life and freedom. Let * the
powers thut be” do what they can to promote
Jjusticein the earth, and to help man and socioty
in their earthly relations, But the Church at
every moment must look beyond this world,
It's uplifting power must be supernatural. It
must ever aim tolift man and socivty abovo
this life and beyond it, The rangs it contem-
plates must be spiritual and heavenly. It must
have faith, not in forees, but in God; vot in
civilization, but the Gospel. It must helieve
that through Christ it can doall things, Itean
recall men from their sin ; it can help them in
their misery; it can share with them in
poverty and sorrow ; it can proclaim a hope
which maketh not ashamed ; it can help them
roalize their immortal destiny, The Church,
like its Founder, is to be a perpetually uplifiing
powor, pointing men beyond this world, und
holping them in all heavenly aspiration and at-
tainment.—The Churchman.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS.

*Then came the merry masquers in,
And carols roared with blithesome din.
1f unmelodions was the song,

It was & hearty note and stronyg;
Who lists, may in their mumming see,
Traces of anciont mystery.”

The word Carol is taken from the Latin can-
tare, Lo siny, and rola, an interjection of joy—or
from the Italian carolare, '* Lo sing songs of joy,”
Carols were originally accompanied by a dunce,
and we find that, in the earliest ages of man-
kind, both song and dance wero employed as
acts of Divipe worship, whether of the tiue
God or of heathen deities. Choral daneing wus
a great part of IHebrow worship, and instances
of its use abounded in tho Bible. *“ Let us
praise His Name in the dance,” &o. )

This choral dancing was kopt up in Christ-
ian times, and we still see it in the rhythmic
movements of the chorus ut Ober Ammergau,
An old proverb of the 14th century says:—
“Tho French sing or pipe, the English carol, the
Spaniards wail, the Germains how!, the Italians
caper,’ Carols have survived in England, but
the dancing with them has almost disappeared,
except in the case of some mummeors.

The Gloria in Excelsis was the first Christmay
Curol, and many others have since been found-
ed upon tho angols' words: yot, strange to say,
no carols from the early Christian Cburch havo
come down to us. The reason probably is that,
in earlier times, Christmas was kept as a quiet
religious season, partly, no doubt, on account o
the persecutions which made the Christians re-
frain from any outward expressions of joy, at
any particular festival, Then, gradually, the
heathen rites and customs connected with the
New Year wore joined to the religious rites, and
when the Christians could meet without fear,
Christmas became the great time for joyful fes-
tivity. -

Some of the earliest carols were sungio Italy,
in the time of St. Francis of Assissi, Thero had
been a great deal of heresy on the subject of the
Incarnation, and St. Francis, who wished to
make the ignorant people understand and realiso
it better, nsked lerve of the Pope to celebrate
Christmas in 2 new way. i

After obtuining permission, ho and his monks
set forth to the little village Graxcia, near Assissy,
and with great pains they prepared in the
Church a representation of the Nativity. On
Christman Eve the villagers came to the Church,



